
 

 

 

our new spiritual hearts were marked with a motto… Jesus 
to the world!  Then as our thinking, words and actions are 
centered on his lordship, everything about us will bring the 
King ever y w her e w e g o.  

We who accept Christ as our Life-Leader are called to live as 
his ambassadors (2 Corinthians 5:18-20).  We live our 
whole lives as representatives of King Jesus and his gospel 
message.  And it’s the Spirit of Christ that shows us how to 
make known the Gospel of Christ.  Isn’t it great that the One 
whom we are bringing to the world is the same One who di-
rects us in how to do it!   

Our hearts’ desire is to introduce the Messiah to the masses 
with their messes.  We guide the lost sheep back to the 
Great Shepherd.  We bring the sick to “Dr. Jesus.”  It’s ex-
citing to carry the message that every person is ultimately 
longing for.  The Lord Jesus represents the only true answer 
to the problems facing every person, nation and culture.   

Lord in Your Hearts 

Once we have given the Lord Jesus a special spot in our 
           (continued on page 2) 

Dear Beloved of God, 
The Bible is a story of a loving Father sending Jesus to the 
world.  In Genesis when disobedience caused the first cou-
ple to fall into sin, God pledged to send His Seed (Jesus) 
who would defeat the enemy (Genesis 3:15).  That pledge is 
the unfolding of man’s redemption across every page of 
Scripture.   

John 3:16 tells us that God gave Jesus to the world to rescue 
people from perishing in their sinful nature.  In one word, 
Jesus is he Gospel.  He is every person’s Good News.  Christ 
is salvation in sandals.  Jesus to the world is a summary of 
the Old and New Testaments… that motto is perfect evange-
lism in four words… it’s every Christian’s personal mis-
sion… it’s what motivates and fulfills the children of God... 
it’s who we are and what we do until we see the Savior’s 
face.   

Three heartfelt words, “Jesus is Lord,” birthed us into God’s 
family (Romans 10:9, 10).  We’ve been christened with the 
Christ… anointed with the Anointed One.  At the new birth, 
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… I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it.    1 Peter 5:12 (NIV) 

Come celebrate the Savior with us! 

Jesus to the World! 
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of David that has fallen into ruin. I will restore and rebuild 
what David experienced. 17 so that all of humanity will be 
able to encounter the Lord including the gentiles whom I 
have called to be my very own,’ says the Lord. 18 ‘For I have 
made known my works from eternity!’ 

Invitation to a Celebration 

Life is a wild ride… an interwoven tapestry of relationships 
and circumstances, victories and disappointments.  But with 
the God of Hope and with Christ as our Life-Leader, we’re 
fully equipped to lean into the wind with victorious joy!  And 
we invite everyone to join the eternal party.  We’re a walk-
ing invitation to celebration! 

Psalm 98:6-8 (Voice translation) 
With trumpets and horns, fill the air with joyful sounds to 
the King, the Eternal. 7 Let the sea rumble and roar, and 

all the creatures it holds shout praise; let 
the whole world and all those who 
live in it join the celebration. 8 Let 
the rivers applaud and the mountains join 
in joyful song. 

Proverbs 10:28 (Voice translation) 
The hope of those who do right is 
joy and celebration… 

The Big Assignment 

Just before his ascension, the Lord essentially commanded 
his followers to take “Jesus to the world.”  He charged them 
to invite the world to be Jesus-followers and to obey what he 
had taught.  

Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV) 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations… 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you… 

That’s not too difficult if we also believe the Lord’s bookend-
ing statements around that final assignment.  First, he told 
them that he’d already been given all authority, then fin-
ished by promising that he would never leave them.  With 
that assurance that our Boss has all power and that he’s al-
ways with us, then we can fearlessly dive into the works that 
he promised at the same time...  

Mark 16:17-18 (NIV) 
And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my 
name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new 
tongues; 18 …they will place their hands on sick people, 
and they will get well.”  

As those followers began taking Jesus to the world, the as-
cended Lord backed up his promise, as he does with us...   

Mark 16:20 (NIV) 
Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and 
the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by the 
signs that accompanied it. 

Still today, our Good News message is simply an invitation 
to join the celebration of the Savior and to obey his direc-
tion.  Let’s take the living Jesus to the world! 
 

Tonia Shroyer, Tom Dill & Kevin Guigou 

Tipp City, Ohio 

(continued from page 1) 

hearts, then we can take him into our world.   

1 Peter 3:15 (Passion Translation) 
But give reverent honor in your hearts to the Anointed 
One and treat him  as the holy Master  of your 
lives. And if anyone asks about the hope living within 
you, always be ready to explain your faith. 

Preach Jesus 

Evangelism literally means “Good News-ing.”  Witness-
ing is testifying of who our glorified Savior is, what he 
represents, and how he and his Father can change lives.  
In the first-century Church, heralding the gospel was of-
ten described as “preaching Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 
4:5; Colossians 1:27-28).  Act 5:42 paints that picture, 
“And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased 
not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” 

In Acts chapter eight, Philip 
“preached Christ” to the Samari-
tans (8:5).  And to the Ethiopian eu-
nuch, he “began at the same scripture, 
and preached unto him Jesus”  
(8:35).  When Paul first came to 
Christ, “…immediately he proclaimed 
[preached] Jesus in  the syna-
gogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of 
God’” (Act 9:20 ESV).   In Acts 11:20, the outreach was 
described as “preaching the Lord Jesus.”  To the 
Thessalonians, Paul wrote that “this Jesus whom I 
preach to  you is the Anointed One ” (Acts 17:3), and 
“he preached unto them Jesus” (17:18). 

About 40 years after the crucifixion, as Acts closes out 
toward the end of Paul’s life, he was still preaching and 
teaching about Jesus and the Kingdom.   

Acts 28:23,31 (NKJV) 
So when they had appointed him a day, many came to 
him at his lodging, to whom he explained and solemn-
ly testified of the kingdom of God, persuading them 
concerning Jesus from both the Law of Moses and 
the Prophets, from morning till evening… 31 preaching 
the kingdom of God and teaching the things which 
concern the Lord Jesus Christ w ith all confi-
dence, no one forbidding him. 

Experience the Truth / Expect an Encounter 

The rallying cry of Jesus to the world doesn’t focus on a 
church, or its ministers’ gifts and personalities.  It’s an 
invitation to personally experience the fellowship of the 
living Lord and to encounter the direction of his Spirit. 

Philippians 3:10 (Passion Translation) 
And I continually long to know (ginosko-know by ex-
perience) the wonders of Jesus more fully and to ex-
perience the overflowing pow er  of his resur-
rection working in me… 

Ephesians 4:21 (Passion Translation) 
If you have really experienced the Anointed One, and 
heard his truth, it will be seen in your life; for we 
know that the ultimate reality is embodied in Jesus! 

Acts 15:15-18 (Passion Translation) 
And the prophet’s words are fulfilled: 16 ‘After these 
things I will return to you and raise up the tabernacle 

But on that very same day when he comes, he will be exalted by his followers and celebrated by all who believe... 
2 Thessalonians 1:10 (Message Translation) 

...He [God] wanted us to enter  
into the celebration  

of his lavish gift-giving  
by the hand of his beloved Son. 

 

Ephesians 1:6 (Message Translation) 
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Christian Family Fellowship Calendar 2018-2020 

11/9-11 
Kingdom Relationships:  
Marriage & Single Living Conference 

Tipp City, OH 

12/9 
Christmas Carry-In Luncheon  
following Sunday Morning Fellowship 

Tipp City, OH 

1/26-27 
2019 

Relationship with a Personal Savior  
Saturday in the Word & Sunday Morning Fellowship 
Kevin & Sara Guigou; hosted by Sherry Barney 

Knoxville, TN 

3/15-17 
2019 

Alpha & Omega Conference: Revelation 22:13  
Wayne Clapp, Constance Darnell, Bob Faller, Brent Joseph 

Tipp City, OH 

4/26-28 
2019 

Walking by the Spirit Seminar 
Tonia Shroyer & Wayne Clapp  
Hosted by Ivan & Patti Miller 

Galena, Illinois 

7/30 thru 
8/4/2019 

Youth Excelling Spiritually (YES) Camp Tipp City, OH 

8/18-23 
Family Camp 2019 
Hosts: Larry & Pam Barnickel, Ellen Fowler 

Pilgrim Pines, 
Swanzey, NH 

2/15-20 
2020 

CFF Western Caribbean Cruise 2020 
New Orleans, Louisiana; 5-day adventure 
Cozumel & Yucatan (Progreso), Mexico 

Western 
Caribbean, out 
of New Orleans, 
Louisiana 

Visit our website  
for the most  

up-to-date info: 
www.cffm.org 

 
 

We encourage all of 
God’s people to get 
together freely and 

often, to minister God’s 
love and truth to each 

other, to cultivate 
spiritual maturity and to 
develop a meaningful  

faith-community. 
 

 
What Can  

We Do  
for You Today?  

Memories from the ALPHA & OMEGA DAY IN THE WORD 
Southbury, Connecticut / September 2018 / Teachers: Wayne Clapp, Constance Darnell, Bob Faller & Brent Joseph 
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 but thought for a moment that maybe this was just wishful 

thinking, so I asked, “Lord, what's her name?”… because at 

this point, I only knew her as “Andrew’s daughter.”  Immedi-

ately the Lord replied, “Riley.”  That moved me to tears be-

cause it was so clear, and I knew we were talking.  He knows 

us intimately by name!  

Jesus spoke to my heart that I should share with Riley about 

the time He healed Jarius' daughter. The Father also said to 

lead her into the new birth and to prophesy over her after she 

breathed-in His Spirit. He gave me other specific instructions 

too, like picking up my nephew Stephen to assist me. 

Entering her hospital room, I found Riley sitting up in her chair 

with an IV drip going into her arm. She had the pale jaundice 

look of a very sick little girl. The big stuffed tiger was faithfully 

standing guard.  Riley’s mother had been 

sleeping on the couch, but was now wonder-

ing, “Who are you?”  I quickly identified myself 

by associating with the giant tiger. After Riley 

greeted me into the room, I asked Mom’s per-

mission to share a story with her daughter.  

She nodded and remained on the couch, act-

ing as though she was fading back to sleep.  

  

I shared with Riley the Biblical account from 

the fifth chapter of Mark, in words she could 

understand.  I told her about Jesus’ death and 

how God his Father made Jesus alive again, 

just like Jesus made Jarius’ daughter alive. I 

taught her about things of the Spirit. I shared 

that Jesus was still alive and spiritually em-

powered. I told Riley that the same Jesus and 

His Father were 

with us in the 

room, and they 

wanted to heal 

her.  I asked her 

to breathe in 

God's Spirit. I 

taught her that 

the Spirit she 

breathed in was 

going to stay with 

her forever and 

was going to 

chase all the cancer out of her body. She had named her tu-

mor, but we agreed it had to go. I put my hand on her covered 

leg and asked our Father to heal her. Then she said her arm 

with the IV was starting to hurt, so I reached out and touched 

it. She jumped as soon as I touched her, and the pain left im-

mediately. I prophesied over her and told her she is special to 

God and would continue to be.  

A few days later, Andrew came to my office and thanked me.   

He told me the doctors did some tests after I left and con-

firmed that the cancer was gone. Today, Andrew, his wife 

Alexis, and Riley are born again and searching for more truth 

from God’s Word.  They’re thankful for God’s deliverance.  

I 
t was late January when Andrew, one of my employ-

ees, told me his ten-year-old daughter had just been 

diagnosed with cancer.  With a pale and tearful look in 

his eyes, he told me she had a four-pound tumor surround-

ing one of her kidneys that was inoperable and had also 

spread through 

her body into 

her lungs.  For 

about two sec-

onds, my heart 

was very heavy 

until God said, 

“Don’t be afraid; 

this will end 

well.”  I instantly 

thought I should go minister healing.  But I wasn’t led to do 

that yet.  Andrew thanked me and requested some time off 

to care for his daughter through the scheduled chemo-

therapy treatments. Andrew later told me it was then that he 

and his family started searching for God’s help. 

I continued to keep her in my prayers with my understanding 

and in spirit.  Perfect prayer (speaking in tongues) is very 

powerful, and complete healing comes only from God.  Yet 

through the doctor’s eyes the chemo treatments had shrunk 

the kidney tumor enough to give them enough confidence to 

try removing it surgically. The lung cancer was still apparent. 

On April 2nd, I was reminded by my staff that I had author-

ized the purchase of a four-foot stuffed tiger to comfort An-

drew’s daughter in her recovery from that surgery.   

A few days later, early in the morning before my eyes were 

even open, God’s Spirit spoke to my heart, "Put on your min-

istering clothes today.”  So I got up, went downstairs, poured 

myself a cup of coffee, and came back up to my desk… all 

the time thinking that I was going to be sent to pray for 

someone who I knew was scheduled for surgery that day. 

But as I sat down, my Lord Jesus told me to go minister 

healing to Andrew’s daughter.  I was excited by the proposal 

T h i s  
W i l l  
E n d  
W e l l   

S i d  H e l m u s   
S c o t t s ,  M i c h i g a n  
S i d  &  h i s  w i f e ,  H e i d i ,  s e r v e  t h e  
B r e a d  o f  L i f e  i n  s o u t h w e s t  
M i c h i g a n .  S i d  o w n s  a  p l u m b i n g  
c o n t r a c t i n g  c o m p a n y ,  d o i n g  
c o m m e r c i a l  p r o j e c t s  a c r o s s  t h e  
s t a t e .  
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Memories from... 
BLESSING OF THE BIKES Weekend 

Tipp City, Ohio  / SEPTEMBER 2018 
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S A V E - A - D A T E  
 

       Relationship with  
       a Personal Savior 
 

SATURDAY IN THE WORD 
JANUARY 26, 2019 
& SUNDAY AM FELLOWSHIP 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
 

Join Kevin & Sara Guigou and God’s family for 
a joy-filled Saturday exploring the nature of 
our relationship with the Lord Jesus, as described in 
Scripture. Let host Sherry Wulber know if you plan to 
attend or have questions (865-209-5184, cell). 

Watch www.cffm.org/events for more info! 

August 2018 / Kernersville, NC 

MEMORIES FROM... 

Relationship with a 
Personal Savior 
S A T U R D A Y  I N  T H E  W O R D 
Jan Rawlins & Chuck Dietlin, Hosts 

Kevin & Sara Guigou, Guest Speakers 

“I injured my right shoulder two years ago. As 
time went on, it turned into chronic pain. I had 

ministered to it and had it ministered to  
without any sign of healing.  I’d begun to grow 
very fearful of not being able to use my arm for 

my mommy duties of picking up my children.  

I attended the “Relationship with a Personal  
Savior” seminar in Kernersville, and as I was com-

ing out of the restroom, I heard a small voice 
from our Father say, “Daughter, get it healed.” I 
knew I couldn’t ignore it, so I turned to the first 

person I saw, Kevin.  Kevin grabbed Chris Rawlins 
and off they went ministering to my shoulder. 

Fear was also brought up and stripped from me. I 
immediately felt pain roll out of my arm and the 
fear lifted. Praise God! Praise Jesus! I felt like I 

grew a new limb! I have been pain-free and 
sleeping like a baby for two weeks now!” 

Mallory Leisy / Wake Forest, NC 

S A V E - A - D A T E   

Walking by the Spirit Seminar 

APRIL 26-28, 2019 / Galena, Illinois 

The keys to the walk are in the Scriptures; the heart of the walk is in our relationship. 
Join guest speakers, Tonia Shroyer & Wayne Clapp, and hosts Ivan & Patti Miller for an exciting weekend! 

For more info, see www.cffm.org/events or the Winter 2019 issue of The Encourager. 
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that being a daughter in Christ is just as important as being a 
disciple of Christ. This was a healing process of receiving, 
resting and believing that there is nothing I could do to make 
God love me more or less. When embracing who we are as 
beloved children truly in our heart, we can impact our fami-
lies, communities, and culture around us each day.  

A special part of the year was going to Mozambique, Africa 
for a two-week missions trip. We stayed with Heidi and Rol-
land Baker at Iris Global where they have been ministering 
and leading people to Jesus for thirty years. While we were 
there, we ministered in vil-
lages, schools and hospitals. 

Something that I remember the 
most is the faces of the children 

and their laughter; their JOY and FREEDOM despite the 
circumstance they were in.  It was a beautiful time learning 
from the Mozambiquens and sharing our love for Jesus to-
gether. Throughout our adventure, we learned to receive and 
to serve each other. For the first time in my life I saw the 
beauty of true honor and equality between people.  From this 
experience, I have a longing in my heart to see people the 
way Jesus does and to continue growing in living out what a 
life of honor and love looks like. I hope to help others come 
into freedom and their identity in Christ, on and off the mis-
sion field.   

This year I decided to continue in the Ministry School at the 
Movement Church to strengthen my heart and vision for the 
years ahead. I will be developing leadership skills through 
internship, leading ministries, and growing in character 
through mentorship. 

In closing, I want to thank those who have journeyed with 
me from the beginning. Giving your love and encouragement 
since I was a child has brought a harvest of goodness to my 
life I cannot express. I have come to realize through the 
touchstone story that Jesus is the warm little pebble we are 
seeking to find. It may seem insignificant to stand on the 
seashores of our day looking for this treasure, but I am doing 
that, reminded it is that which we truly long for.  As I set out 
to endure this path before me, I pray that we would not miss 
our pebbles, the moments and presence of the Lord when it 
comes… that we would be eager to grab ahold of him with 
each new day, and receive new depths of his infinite love.   

Dedicated: To my grandfather, John F. Shroyer, 
who found his touchstone and rejoiced in it!  

W ith love and honor to my family and friends, I share my 
heart with lengths of gratitude.  My name is Kristen Sophia  
Shroyer, and I am from Tipp City, Ohio now residing in 
Oceanside, California. Recently I discovered something 

that I could not toss away… 

I was inspired to share this past year of growth and learning in my life 
through a story called The Touchstone. You may have heard of this 
inspiring story, also shared by my grandfather, John F. Shroyer. The 

touchstone was a pebble 
that could turn any ordinary 
piece of metal into gold!  
The stone was said to lay 

somewhere among thousands 
of other pebbles that looked 
exactly like it.  A seeker could 
only distinguish it by its unique 
warmth, whereas the ordinary 
pebbles were cold.  

The plot of the story is that a young man set up camp along the sea-
shore and began testing one rock after another. Seeking that special 
stone, day after day he rhythmically picked up, felt for warmth and 
pitched thousands back in the sea.  One day amidst his process, he 
picked up the warm stone and casually tossed it into the water like 
all the others. Finally the touchstone!  But he had formed such a habit 
of picking up stones and throwing them back into the sea, that once 
his very heart’s desire was in the palm of his hand, he discarded it 
before realizing the prize he’d found! 

I share this story to remind us of the priceless treasures that the 
Lord places in our very hands!  Grab hold of them!      

The young man by the sea was me for several years; waiting to find 
the wonder and desires in my heart. Since a child, I was always curi-
ous to explore and understand the places around me. As I grew up in 
faith, I longed to know what Jesus was like and what it meant to live 
as a disciple. Being patient and waiting for God wasn’t always easy, 
but he never stopped loving me. As I was sifting through the thou-
sands of opportunities around me, God was preparing my 
“touchstone.”  

In August of 2017, I moved to San Diego, California to live and grow 
daily in my faith while in a spiritual development program at the 
Movement Church. Though the year had its challenges, I received 
more healing and transformation in my heart that I never knew was 
possible.  Spending day after day at the Lord’s feet in surrender and 
worship brought me home in the safety of his intimate love. I learned 

K r i s t e n  S h r o y e r  
O c e a n s i d e ,  C A  

 
 
For information about the Ministry 

School: www.themovement.org/msm 

Finding the 
     Touchstone 
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FAMILY CAMP 

ME MORIES  F ROM.. .  

PILGRIM PINES 
SWANZEY, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

AUGUST 2018 
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 Read the Messen-
gers For Christ 
Handbook 7 lesson 
for the day and the 
daily email commu-
nication. 

 Speak God’s Word 
to one new person 

each week. 
 

As a Messenger For 
Christ  I antici-

pate: 

 Being faithful to 
my commitment. 

 Learning more 
about keeping God in 
my thinking with 
prayer and praise. 

 Learning more 
about receiving 
strength and comfort 
from God’s Word. 

 Learning more 
about overcoming the 
inertia of not speaking. 

 Learning more about 
operating all nine mani-
festations. 

 Learning more about 
telling my personal  

story of deliverance and victory. 

 Using my Messenger for Christ Handbook 7 every morning and every even-
ing. 

 Developing my intimacy with God and my Lord Jesus Christ so that wheth-
er I face weal or woe, my love for and commitment to them never fluctu-
ates. 

The Commitment of CFF to the Messengers For Christ 7: 

 Personal, daily prayer support. 

 A curriculum on Psalms and encouragement to develop daily devotional 
habits. 

 Daily email/phone contact from the training coordinators. 

 Suggestions for additional and optional weekly growth-producing activities. 

The Goals of the CFF Messengers for Christ 7: 

 To develop habit patterns of prayer and praise, reading God’s Word, speak-
ing God’s Word, deliberate and purposeful giving, and fellowshipping with 
the saints into one’s lifestyle. 

 To cultivate fruit of the spirit by operating manifestations of the spirit. 

 To grow in relationship with God and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

To sign up, contact Wayne Clapp:  
wgccff2@aol.com / 850-982-3343 

Messengers For 
Christ 7 is a   
spiritual training  
adventure of  
Christian Family 
Fellowship Minis-
try.  It is a commit-
ment to discipline 
oneself to incorpo-
rate prayer and 
praise, reading 
God’s Word, 
speaking God’s 
Word, deliberate 
and purposeful 
giving, and fellow-
shipping with the 
saints into one’s 
lifestyle. 

The main thrust 
of this 100-day 
Messengers For 
Christ 7  adventure 
is to investigate the 
Book of Psalms to 
better understand 
the privilege of prais-
ing God and living a 
more than conqueror 
lifestyle. It is de-
signed for everyone at 
all levels of spiritual 
maturity who want 
their relationship 
with God and their 
Lord Jesus Christ to be closer and more tangible. 

We will learn to love the Psalms as we realize they 
were written by real people going through real-life 
situations.  They heard the voice of God, writing and 
singing as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.  We 
will see how the book of Psalms speaks to the joys 
and sorrows of life.  

We will find lyrical poetry of prayer and praise pro-
ceeding from the heart of man and reaching the very 
ears of God. We will see the full gamut of emotions 
of a man after God’s own heart, thirsting to know 
and follow God’s Word and ways.  

Understanding how God meets us where we are and 
takes us into the sanctuary of his care and compas-
sion should provide strength and comfort as we 
walk in the steps of Jesus Christ in service to our 
God. 

The Messengers For Christ 7  
Commitment: 

As a Messenger For Christ, I commit myself to: 

 Speak in tongues the first thing in the morning 
when I arise. 

 Assemble and maintain a lift list (a prayer list to 
include the other MFC; to be used daily). 

 Spend at least 15 minutes in God’s Word reading 
the Scriptures every day. 

MESSENGERS  
    CHRIST6 
1 0 0 - D A Y  

SPIRITUAL  

TRAINING 

 

100-DAY TRAINING ADVENTURE 
January 1—April 10, 2019 

Registration Deadline: December 25, 2018 

MESSENGERS FOR CHRIST 7 
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There is an implication in parts of our 
culture that when a person is single, they 
are incomplete, somehow lacking and 
stuck in a holding pattern… longing for 
that blessed moment when their eyes 
meet with another searching soul, waiting 
for their lives to really start when they 
find their “other half.” 

God has a better idea of what the time of 
singleness can be.  The Father doesn’t 
intend it to be a time of loneliness for the 
believer but rather a time of growing in 
understanding of the Scriptures and 
living the wonderful mystery of the family 
of God.  It is a time of developing a 
relationship with God, discovering His 
heart and His care for the unmarried 
Christian as they follow in the footsteps 
of the ultimate bachelor, Jesus Christ.  
God doesn’t want them to miss out on 
their “now,” lost in the anxiety of looking 
for their “what if.” 

There are many examples in the Bible of 
people marrying after maturation and in 
God’s timing, when they were truly ready.  
Consider Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, 
Boaz and Ruth. 

Ruth was a widow and a Moabitess who 
dedicated her life to care for her mother-
in-law Naomi. When Naomi determined 
to return to Bethlehem, Ruth would not 
leave her.  Ruth knew she would not be 
on the short list of marriageable women. 
Boaz was a mature man, owning 
property, established in the community.  
He was kind and wise. Eventually God 
brought them together and Boaz praised 
Ruth, promising to marry her because she 

was wise and virtuous (Ruth 3:10 & 11).  

Being single is a time of emerging as a 
believer, maturing in body and soul, 
spiritually and financially.  The beauty of 
the Church is that married or single, 
everyone is a brother or sister.  We all 
need to learn and grow into that powerful 
calling.  As a single person, a believer has 
the liberty to concentrate on their 
relationships, first with the Lord and then 
with the rest of the Body of Christ.  For 
the most part, the world didn’t teach us 
how to be good at relationships, so we 
need to learn how to be the kind of friend, 
brother or sister that the we all desire to 
have.  

And who is that friend?  Jesus of course. 
He is always “the One.”  We need to 
concentrate on growing up into the kind 
of friend that Jesus is and to trust God to 
care for our future.  Jesus is the 

A bout 77% of the US population identify as religiously affiliated, mostly 
Christian (The 2014 Religious Landscape Study, Pew Research).  That year, 
there were 107 million  unmarried people in America, 18 and older. This 
group made up 45 percent of all U.S. residents 18 and older (2014, US Census 

Bureau). Those numbers represent a great number of Christians and a whole heap of 
single people.  And many single Christians are seeking to be in a committed, loving 
relationship.  That is a lot of believers with the desire to find “the one.”  

personification of God and His will 
toward us. His compassion, truth and 
benevolence for all who come to him is 
our standard for faith and practice.  In a 
true sense, Jesus comes alive 1 Corin-
thians 13:3-8 (NIV).  Let’s substitute the 
name of Jesus for the word “love” in the 
Scripture and see how God’s love is 
exemplified by our Redeemer.  

“If I give all I possess to the poor and give 
over my body to hardship that I may 
boast, but do not have Jesus, I gain 
nothing.  Jesus is patient, Jesus is kind. 
He does not envy, he does not boast, he is 
not proud.  

Jesus does not dishonor  
others, he is not self-seeking, 
he is not easily angered, he 
keeps no record of wrongs. 
Jesus does not delight in 
evil but rejoices with the truth.  

He always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres.  

Jesus never fails.”   

Do we fail?  All the 
time, but because of 
God’s great love, grace 
and mercy, we can get 
back up and try again.  
Living up to those 
verses is the great 
challenge.  Look at the 
time of being single as 
a time sanctified for: 

•  Rejoicing in being a 
child of God  

•  Serving the Word of 
life  

•  Revealing the Son of 
God to others  

•  Basking in the love of the family of God  

•  Getting to know others as siblings in 
the Lord 

•  Encouraging and praying for each other 

•  Discovering your part in the Body of 
Christ, your talents and giftings  

•  Making friends of family and finding 
out who you are in Christ 

•  Striving to live 1 Corinthians 13 

If you are unmarried, enjoy doing these 
things and increase in them.  They will 
make you fruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, making the most of 
your now. Our prayer is that you are 
blessed to find yourself in a loving, 
committed relationship with the One, the 
only, Jesus. 

                                 ~~~ 

       Blessed  
Singleness 

 

By  
Mark & Jacqueline Howley 

CFF Pastors 
Mechanicsburg, Ohio 

Making the most of your now 
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Who is Christian Family Fellowship Ministry? 

Jesus to the World! 
 

Since our beginning in 1996, we regularly hear from people who want  
to be actively associated with the Christian Family Fellowship  

in our emphasis on… 
 

JESUS, our focus 
PRAISE, our response 

HEALING, our promise 
...all to the glory of God our Father! 

 
 

In this, we grow closer to God, staying Bible-fed and spirit-led.   
To help us work together, many CFF servant-leaders currently  

function as regional ministers in a growing network of pastoral care.   

Check www.cffm.org/our-church to find  
pastors, contacts and homechurches near you. 

Our ministry grows as an organic framework, like the dynamics of a 
vine and branches (John 15:1-8).  Our pastoral ministers represent a 

service network of volunteers who are accessible to those needing  
encouragement, advice, prayer ministry or event coordination.   

Please feel free to contact any of them or our staff anytime so that we 
can support you and your local faith community in personal growth 

and in cultivating the life of the Lord Jesus Christ in our world.   

~ ~ ~ 

How to Offer Financial  
Support to CFFM 

 

1) Through our website, 
www.cffm.org/giving (one-time 
or recurring gift) 

2) By texting a donation amount 
to (937)-502-2999 (one-time 
credit card input) 

3) By regular mail to CFFM, 1575 
W. State Route 571, Tipp City, 
OH 45371 (check/money order) 

4) By CFFM donation  
envelopes a va ila ble from 
our main office. 

I pray that  
your partnership with us  

in the faith  
may be effective in deepening your 

understanding of  
every good thing we share  

for the sake of Christ. 
 

Philemon 1:6 (NIV) 

JOIN US!  For CFF Sunday Morning Fellowships by... 
LIVE STREAMING! 

 

Watch our live weekly Morning Fellowships every Sunday at 10:30 AM (EST) from Tipp City, OH, on computer, tablet or smart phone.   
 

Type this in your Google Search box:  https://cffm.org/streaming-video. 
OR… on SMARTPHONE: Go to www.cffm.org, click on Menu, click on Streaming Video. 
or on COMPUTER: Go to www.cffm.org, click on Teachings, click on Streaming Video. 

Archive Library of recent past videos of Sunday Morning Fellowships is also available there. 

John was a walking explosion of joyful  
expectation.  After talking with him, you didn’t 
walk away thinking about John, but about how 

willing and able “the living God” could be for you. 
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