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permanent spiritual adoption.  Fellow-brothers and sisters 

are referred to as children (and sons) of God, heirs, and as 

having family inheritance.   

Across Scripture, we see overlapping storylines of 

God’s spiritual family and man’s physical family.  

The eternal Father planned for people to be born into an 

earthly family and to be born-again into a spiritual fami-

ly.  He always intended for physical and spiritual families to 

mirror each other in their love for Truth and in their care 

and devotion toward fellow-members.   

We might say “I can do all things” or “it’s Christ in me,” but 

our individual salvation doesn’t mean that we’re called to 

stand alone.  Instead, our spiritual childbirth was intended 

to deposit us into, not only Christ’s global family, but also 

some version of a local faith family.  And our daily in-

volvement in a local spiritual household should energize the 

blessing and health of our earthly families and homes.   

1 Timothy 3:15 (God’s Word translation): 

... I want you to know how people who are members of 

God’s family must live. God’s family is the church 

of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. 

Here, Paul reminded Timothy that the Family of God is 

the Church of God.               (continued on page 2)  

D ear Family of God, 

 The Bible can be described as a story of a  

Father and his family. The Christian life is 

designed to be an experience in the joy of 

belonging in family relationships. Since 

the beginning, the Creator longed for sons and daughters 

who would share his love.  On the sixth day of the Genesis 

account of creation, before God could call his finished work 

“very good” (1:31), he had to face the issue that “it was not 

good that man should be alone (2:18).”  God’s answer to 

that finishing touch was family: the union between one 

man, one woman, and children.  In their intimate earthly 

companionship, they would worship God together.  Our 

Creator planted in each of us a need for companionship and 

belonging.  His idea of family, both physical and spiritual, 

meets those needs. 

Ephesians 3:14-15 (ESV):  

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from 

whom every family in heaven and on earth is named,  

The Bible overflows with a family vocabulary.  For exam-

ple, our brother Jesus’ favorite name for God was “Father.”  

Accepting Christ as lord is referred to as a birth into a fami-

ly, with the Spirit as the seed.  It’s also referred to as a  

… I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it.    1 Peter 5:12 (NIV) 

The Joy of Belonging 
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foundation, we dedicate ourselves to ministering to singles, 

married folks, and to the personal families of all involved.  

We are focused on bringing healing and deliverance to eve-

ry family member.  Being set free, those households can 

discover more clearly their purposes and callings.   

At first glance, our CFF logo shows a father, mother, 

daughter and son in its graphic imagery.  But that group of 

figures also includes unmarried folks, a widow, a divorced 

dad, a single mom with kids, grandparents, grandchildren, 

those adopted, in foster care, or-

phans, prisoners, etc.  We seek to 

serve family members of every 

age, circumstance and arrange-

ment, no matter the unique com-

position of those households.   

Our faith-community regularly 

gathers as a local church family in 

Tipp City, Ohio, but much of our 

efforts are also focused on supporting and encouraging a 

national and international network of individuals and fami-

lies.  We conduct national, regional and local events, for 

people of all ages, to help us all grow up in Christ.   

The heart of Christian Family Fellowship Ministry (CFFM) 

is found in the words of its name.  We are a Christian fami-

ly, a family fellowship, and a fellowship ministry.  Putting 

together the meaning of all four words, we “follow Christ as 

a family which partners together in service.”   

Let’s actively dedicate ourselves to our Father, to our Big 

Brother, and to all the families in our lives... our global 

Body of Christ, our local fellowship family, and our person-

al households.   

You are loved, and you belong! 

Tonia Shroyer, Tom Dill & Kevin Guigou 

Tipp City, Ohio 

(continued from page 1) 

His Church is his Family.  That Church Family is not a buil-

ding, but a devoted spiritual community.  Paul wrote that 

the spiritual Church Family is the structural framework for 

the Truth in our lives, and that it’s God’s dwelling place to-

day (Ephesians 2:21-22)!  The Family of God are the people 

who inhabit the Kingdom of God, called together as local 

spiritual assemblies (churches, ministries, house churches, 

etc.)  God’s Family is also called to help stand in the gap for 

personal households which may be bruised or struggling. 

Building Healthy Families 

In Adam, every earthly family is 

deeply flawed, but in Christ, each 

can be a sacred environment of 

victory.  All families have “battle 

scars,” but in Christ, no house-

hold is “broken.” Each is anoint-

ed to be healed by the power of 

radical forgiveness and mutual encouragement. Each has 

their unique stories of pushing through challenges.  Each 

can picture Christ at the center of their nest.  Each can be 

honored for the personal journeys and giftedness of their 

members.   

God envisioned whole families when the gift of the Holy 

Spirit was first poured out...“the promise is unto you and 

to your children” (Acts 2:38-39).  Peter went on to pro-

claim that “your sons and your daughters shall prophe-

sy” (2:17).  As we minister among families, we should ex-

pect the Spirit to work mightily in every member of the 

home, no matter their age or maturity. 

Our Family Ministry  

Since our beginning in 1996, Christian Family Fellowship 

Ministry has felt prophetically called to family.  It starts 

with capturing God’s vision of his global spiritual Family.  

Then the heart of that family revelation extends into 

our cultivation of local faith communities.  And on that 

 

To the fatherless he is a father. To the widow  
he is a champion friend. To the lonely  

he makes them part of a family. 
Psalm 68:6 (TPT) 

Love each other like the members of your family. 
Be the best at showing honor to each other. 

Romans 12:10 (CEB) 

CHRISTIAN 

When we accept Jesus as Lord, we 

receive his Spirit within us.   

Having Christ in us makes 

us Christians and children of God our 

Father.  As we explore the Bible’s 

promises and walk by the Spirit’s 

direction, the character of the Christ 

within begins to transform us from 

the inside out, revealing Jesus to the 

world through our lives. 

FAMILY 

The Bible describes the followers of 

Jesus as God’s family.  We are born 

again into an eternal household of 

the Father’s love.  He has uniquely 

gifted each of His children and called 

us to stand together in compassion, 

encouragement, and forgiveness. 

The spirit-inspired kindness that we 

share in our faith-communities works 

to heal relationships and restore 

families. 

FELLOWSHIP 

Fellowship is relationship. Christian 

fellowship is an intimate partnership 

of spiritual connection,  

association, and involvement.  God 

calls us to a personal relationship 

with Himself, with Jesus Christ, and 

with fellow believers so that our joy 

may be full (1 John 1:3-4). Our  

faith-community is devoted to  

encouraging and cultivating these 

healing partnerships for everyone 

involved. 
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Visit our new website  
for the most  

up-to-date info: 
 

www.cffm.org 
 
 

We encourage all of God’s 
people to get together freely 
and often, to minister God’s 

love and truth to each other, to 
cultivate spiritual maturity and 

to develop a meaningful  
faith-community. 

 

 
What Can  

We Do  
for You  
Today?  

Christian Family Fellowship Calendar 2019-2020 

5/18 Elevate Jesus Youth Day (Ages 18-35) CFF/Tipp City, OH 

5/19 
SW Michigan Open Fellowship  
Tonia & Jeff Shroyer, Sid & Heidi Helmus 

Kalamazoo, MI 

5/21 
Lifeline Screening Event at CFF-Tipp City 
Preventative Health Screening / 9am—4pm 

CFF/Tipp City, OH 

6/15 Elevate Jesus Youth Day (Ages 18-35) CFF/Tipp City, OH 

7/13 Elevate Jesus Youth Day (Ages 18-35) CFF/Tipp City, OH 

7/14 
Sunday Morning Fellowship: Guest Speaker 
Pastor Charity Gustke / New Heart Ministries, Baldwinsville, NY 

CFF/Tipp City, OH 

7/30 thru 
8/4 

Youth Excelling Spiritually (YES) Camp 
Encounter the Kingdom! 

CFF/Tipp City, OH 

8/7 thru 
11/14 

Messengers for Christ 8: Valiant for the Truth 
100-Day Training Adventure 

Worldwide 

8/18-23 
Family Camp 2019 - Hearing His Voice 
Hosts: Larry & Pam Barnickel, Ellen Fowler 

Pilgrim Pines, 
Swanzey, NH 

9/14 
Saturday in the Word: Encounter the Kingdom  
Speakers: Tonia Shroyer, Kevin Guigou, Brent Joseph 
Hosts: Dale & Cathy Reichel 

Orlando, FL 

10/11-13 
King Me: Advancing the Kingdom Today  
Men’s Conference 
Hosts: Joe Salvo & Michael Burrows 

CFF/Tipp City, OH 

2/15-20 
2020 

CFF Western Caribbean Cruise 2020 
New Orleans, Louisiana; 5-day adventure 
Cozumel & Yucatan (Progreso), Mexico 

W. Caribbean,  
out of New Orleans, 
Louisiana 

 

New Free CFF Video Online Course!  

ENROLL FOR FREE & STUDY AT YOUR OWN PACE & SCHEDULE. 
Go to www.cffm.org.    

Scroll down to this image below.  Click on “Learn More”  
for free access to full video course. 

This e-course, taught by 
Kevin Guigou, is not 
about “meetings in 

houses,” but about the 
life-changing potential  

of exploring  
the Living Word  

in our living rooms. 
 

Discover why Christ first 
“birthed” the Church 
into intimate, family-
flavored life-groups…  
and how he can still 

meet you there! 
 

Investigate how to heal 
and energize families, 

churches and  
nations all  

on the same turf. 
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The concepts we call time and space as well as light, mass, and 
energy are all part of God’s creation and may be considered a 
reflection of His attributes. Since God is consistent in what He 
does, when studying the Scriptures, we should not be sur-
prised to find there are corresponding elements in the spiritu-

al realm. The study of these spiritual elements plays a key role 
in understanding who God is, who we are, what is to come, 
and how we are to get there.  

In the New Testament, Jesus was born of a virgin, calmed a 
storm, walked on water, withered a fig tree, caused a miracu-
lous draught of fish, turned water into wine, raised people 
from the dead, healed people, cast out demons, multiplied 
loaves and fishes, transfigured into a supernatural appear-
ance, was raised from the dead, changed appearance so that 
Mary and the two on the road to Emmaus didn’t recognize 
him, walked through walls and appeared to his disciples and 
ascended into heaven. It makes me ask why? And how? 

Jesus willfully and powerfully changed space, time, matter 
and energy. In fact, he apparently changed his own human 
body from matter into energy and from energy into matter in 
resurrecting, changing his appearance, walking through walls 
and ascending into heaven.  

When we consider that at some point in eternity God made a 
decision to create our universe and spoke space, time, matter 
and energy into existence, we must be awed by the facts.  

As this understanding sinks into our consciousness, we realize 
that God must be a personal, moral and ethical God.  That is 
evidenced by His timing in creation of the universe, creating 
life and mankind in His own image and likeness.  The Creator 
gave man the ability to think creatively, have emotions and 
appreciation of morality and aesthetics, and make decisions 
independently of others.  Our resulting awe must become 
more than admiration. Our awe and admiration must become 
praise unto our God and Creator, and worship of Him who is 
beyond our understanding. 

~ ~ ~ 

W e are covering Revelation 22:13, “I am Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first 
and the last,” in relation to space, time, and mat-
ter. Both God and Jesus are referred to as “Alpha 

and Omega.” We have the only true God and the only messen-
ger/savior. 

Revelation 1:8 (NIV):  
“I am the Alpha and the 
Omega,” says the Lord 
God, “who is, and who 
was, and who is to come, 
the Almighty.” 

Alpha and omega are the 
first and last letters of the 
Greek alphabet. From an 
alphabet we make words, 
and Jesus Christ is called 
the Word of God—the full 
revelation and intelligent 
communication of God. He 
is the only “alphabet” we 
can use to reach God. The 
only language God speaks 
and understands is the lan-
guage where Jesus is the 
Alpha and the Omega and 
all the letters in between. 
He is the “A” and “Z,” and 
he is the first and last. 

If we are going to get through to God the Father, we will have 
to go through the Son, Jesus Christ. In the verse above, the 
emphasis is on the beginning and the end. In the majority of 
Greek texts of this verse, “Alpha” is spelled out but “Omega” is 
only represented by the capital Greek letter “O” (omega).  
Why?  Because Christ is the beginning. The beginning has 
been completed. But the end is yet to be.  That is why Scrip-
ture doesn’t spell out “Omega” in this instance. One day Christ 
will complete God’s program. This is a very interesting detail 
in the Greek text. 

“The beginning and the ending” refers to the eternity of Jesus 
and His immutability.  Hebrews 13:8 says, “Jesus Christ the 
same yesterday, and today, and forever.” It means he has the 
same attributes. He’s unchanged. He’s immutable. Since he’s 
the beginning and the ending, he encompasses all time and 
eternity. 

He’ll come to reign as the Messiah, Lord of lords and King of 
kings, and we’ll call him Master. In this finality, which is for 
the redeemed a beginning, the Lord of this earth will come. 
Jesus Christ should be first and last in our everyday lives as 
well. Each day, we should think of him at the beginning and 
end, and all throughout the day. He’s the first and last reason 
we make the choices we do, and his teachings should be the 
first and last priorities of our lives. When we live our lives as 
closely to the way he lived his and the way he taught us to live, 
we’ll become everything he and the Father planned for us to 
become.  In that, we make the most of the great sacrifice Jesus 
Christ made for us.  

We need to look at time; we need to look at matter; we need to 
look at space. Let’s try to look at God, Jesus, and God’s Word 
by integrating math and science, so that we stretch our minds 
outside of our conventional thinking. Quantum physics 
sounds a bit daunting, but it’s not! It’s logical and precise. 

BY BOB FALLER ~ Bob has stood faithfully with CFFM for 21 years. His love for God and His Word, 

and his desire to take care of God’s people, has given him insight into a lifelong passion for physical science, 

the works of Jesus Christ, and the magnificence of Creation. He lives in Sandy Hook, CT. 

   Alpha& 
    Omega 

in Relation to Space, Time & Matter 
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Pastor Julie Schaecher of The  
Movement Church in San Marcos, CA, 
has included Tonia Shroyer as one of 
nine women pastors invited from 
across the country to travel with her 
in October 2019 to the western  
Muslim region of India.   

Their mission is to teach and train 
Sikh women who have converted to 
Christianity and are now shepherding 
large home churches in village areas.  
These leaders are requesting help in 
all areas of discipleship.  

Tonia has been asked to oversee 
the healing and deliverance teach-
ing and application at a three-day 
conference during the trip.   

 
Our ministry would like to help 
fund three solar-powered 
“Talking Bibles” for each of the 
120 Sikh women leaders in 
attendance to take back to their 
villages. These unique devices 
are able to read the Bible aloud 
in their native language to use 
as tools in their communities for 
building a biblical foundation. 

Tonia and the group will then be 
traveling to Nepal to observe 
and encourage those areas that 
have exploded with home 
church planting and development.    

The group will be able to purchase “Talking Bibles” for $35 
each, programmed with the language of those being visited.  
The total being raised for this aspect of the trip will be $12,600. 

To make a donation toward these devices bringing the 
spoken Word to India, go to the give/donate page at 

www.cffm.org.  Mention “Talking Bibles” in the memo 
line there, along with your gift. 

Equip 
Empower 
& Engage 

non-readers 
with God’s  

Word in  
their own  
language! 

Sponsor a  
Talking Bible! 
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 give Him honor, and to give Him the ultimate credit for the 
inspiration, He was more than happy to receive it.  

A s I continue to grow and observe others excel in different 
expressions of praise, I see that whatever form it may take, 
it’s a part of this giving and receiving cycle. In the midst of a 
crowd, seeing hundreds of hands up in the air, you can see 
people giving their all to a God who loves them…all of them.  

Those participating may be kneeling, weeping, smil-
ing or simply reclining on the floor as they let go of 
stress and trauma that they may’ve been facing. And 
the void is being replaced with a love unlike anything 
else that they’ve ever known. The God of the universe 
who created all the stars and all the animals cares 
deeply enough to step in and simply show them that 
He is with them and encouraging them through any 
obstacle. Although challenges may seem huge, times 
of praise can reset our trust that God can show us the 
way through troubles. 

While praising can be done for any amount of time, 
longer periods may bring greater rewards.  Ironically, 
someone I knew used to get frustrated when a wor-
ship song would repeat the same words many times. 
The person referred to those as “seven-eleven 
songs” (the same seven words, eleven times). What’s 
the benefit of redundant lyrics?  Simple. It deepens 
in us the roots of who God is, what He has done, 
what He is doing, and what He will do.  

God has repeated many similar promises multiple 
times in His book, and at times to the same people. 
Sometimes we need to read a certain truth (or in this 
case, sing it) enough times to finally believe it! We 
know words have power, so why not let loose a cho-
rus that will help to genuinely change our hearts?  

So why has praise become so important to me?  
Because the learning and the expressions of my wor-
ship have brought personal transformation. I have 
become more peaceful and calm. I am now more at-
tentive to others, making sure they know what God 
thinks of them. And to top it off, it has helped me in 
hearing from Him more. I have a better sense of His 
pursuit of me, and I’m more keenly aware of God 
telling me things about my life. Praise shows me a 
relationship being formed.  

Praise is essential, because without giving God those fo-
cused moments of blessing toward Him, we can miss out on 
one of the coolest things we can have… relationship. And 
this relationship is far beyond that of an earthly father, 
mother, sibling, friend or mentor. It’s a relationship with 
the One who IS love.  

Without praise I would not have a relationship with God. I 
can almost guarantee that. First, I wouldn’t want one. I did-
n’t become a Christian because of a doctrine that persuaded 
my mind. It was because of the relationship with God that 
won my heart. Second, when you give God your all in a rela-
tionship with Him, THAT is where the true fun begins. 
Trusting Him, being with Him, speaking with Him, prais-
ing Him… life itself becomes an adventure!  

P 
raise. What is it? How can it benefit my life 
more? And why is it an essential part of  
doing God’s will?  

These were a few questions I considered about five years 
ago while in high school.  There were others, but these 
were, in essence, the core questions I kept asking God.  

After seeing a video of a band leading a worship experience, 
I realized something about praise and how to present it.  
Times of public worship aren’t a display of entertainment to 
God or others, but rather to provide a moment for His peo-
ple to give and receive. Praise may be expressed in song, 
prayer (including in the spirit), prophecy, dance, instru-
ments, or even a piece of artwork, etc. What matters is that 
you’re giving something to God that is true and from the 
heart… not a fake show to impress others, but true adora-
tion to a God and a King that are so worth our devotion.  

When I was in high school, I took different art and writing 
classes to explore and figure out what was right in God’s 
eyes and what wasn’t. In each class, while I learned a new 
form of media (painting, poetry, photography, pencil, pas-
tel), I never came across an artistic expression that couldn’t 
be used to please the Father. As long as I did the artwork to 

b y   
T I M   

B E H L E N  
T r o y ,  O h i o  

 
T i m  g r e w  u p  i n   

S y r a c u s e ,  N Y .   
I n  2 0 1 3 ,  h e  m o v e d  

t o  T i p p  C i t y ,  O h i o  
f o r  a  y e a r  i n  C F F ’ s  

F e l l o w l a b o r e r s  
l e a d e r s h i p  t r a i n i n g  

p r o g r a m .  S i n c e  
t h e n ,  T i m  h a s   

f a i t h f u l l y  s e r v e d  i n  
m a n y  a r e a s  o f   

m i n i s t r y .  

The Adventure  
   

Praise 

of 
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   Memories from… 

COME ALIVE! 
  
 
                                    TIPP CITY, OHIO / APRIL 2019 

YOUNG ADULT WEEKEND 
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MEMORIES  FROM . . .  
RELATIONSHIP WITH A PERSONAL SAVIOR 

Knoxville, TN /  January 2019 
Host: Sherry Barney / Speakers: Kevin & Sara Guigou 

MEMORIES  FROM . . .  
THE KINGDOM & THE SPIRIT 

Columbia, MO /  February 2019 
Hosts: Jeff & Linda Schuyler, Dan & Donna O’Neal 

Speakers: Tom Dill & Kevin Guigou 
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T 
hroughout the bible, God figuratively refers to Jesus as a 
rock or a stone. Unlike today, in ancient times a gigantic 
rock was more of a permanent fixture.  

In the Old Testament, hundreds of years before the birth 
of the Messiah, Psalm 118 contained an accurate prophecy that, 
although he would be rejected by the builders, the Messiah would 
become the cornerstone. 

Psalm 118:22 (KJV) 
The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone 
of the corner. 

The cornerstone (or foundation stone or setting stone) is the first 
stone set in the construction of a masonry foundation. This is 
important since all the other stones will be set in reference to this 
stone, thus determining the position of the entire structure. Even 
today, the cornerstone is the most important stone in the build-
ing. It sets the level, angle, and outer dimensions of the building. 
The master mason is called to the site and nobody bothers him as 
he sets that first, pivotal stone. It must be precisely level and 
squared true (vertically) so that all the other stones can be set 
from it. If it’s not level, the walls of the building will lean and 
eventually fall. 

We are accustomed to thinking of Jesus Christ as the cornerstone 
of the Church of the Body. However, Psalm 118:22 referred to the 
Messiah as the cornerstone, but of what? Israel was never re-
ferred to as a Temple or other building, and there were prophe-
cies of the Christian Church being a Temple. The ancients under-
stood that calling the Messiah a cornerstone was metaphorical, 
and that by the decree of God Almighty, the Messiah was to be 
the very foundation and cornerstone of God’s new creation.  

Hebrews 11:10 (NIV)  
Abraham was looking forward to the city with foundations 
whose architect and builder is God. 

According to Isaiah 65:17, God will rebuild “a new heaven and a 
new earth,” using Jesus as the cornerstone of His new creation. 
Furthermore, Jesus is the cornerstone and foundation of the 
New Testament Church. But the cornerstone could not be a 
freshly cut, untested stone that might fracture under the weight 
of what it supports. The stone God laid as the foundation, His 
only Son, was precious to Him, and tried over and over in the 
crucible of his life and never faltered. 

Isaiah 28:16 (NIV) 
So this is what the Sovereign LORD says: 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a 
precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; 
the one who trusts will never be dismayed. 
Judgment also will I lay to the line, and 
righteousness to the plummet: and the hail 
shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the 
waters shall overflow the hiding place. 

Whenever God talks about the plumb line, 
it’s about lining ourselves up with the Word 
of God. And Jesus, of course, was God’s 
Word in the flesh. 

God’s cornerstone was the Messiah, and although God had stat-
ed in many prophecies that the Messiah would come out of Ju-
dah, even from the line of David, He restated that again in 
Zechariah, making it crystal clear that the cornerstone was not 
an organization, or just some great ruler, but the chosen Messi-
ah himself. 

Zechariah 10:4 (KJV) 
From Judah will come the cornerstone, from him the tent 
peg, from him the battle bow, from him every ruler.  

In the four Gospels it is clear that Jesus Christ knew he was the 
promised Messiah, and he demonstrated that in many ways. 
Once, when he was in the Temple teaching and being confront-
ed by the religious leaders, he quoted Psalm 118 about the stone 
that the builders rejected becoming the “head of the corner.” 
However, he added something that should catch our attention: 

Luke 20:18 (KJV) 
Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, but 
he on whom it falls will be crushed. 

Can people trip and fall on a cornerstone?  Yes. But how does 
the cornerstone fall upon someone and crush them? While it is 
true that every analogy has weaknesses and none are a “perfect 
fit,” there is a little submerged truth here in the biblical text. 
The same word that was used for “cornerstone” was also some-
times used for the “capstone.” The capstone is the finishing, 
protective, and often very decorative final stone, that was 
placed at the top of the building and completed it. In fact,  
although most translations read “cornerstone,” the NIV says 
“capstone” (Matthew 21:42; Mark 12:10; Luke 20:17). 

Scholars have debated for years whether “cornerstone” or 
“capstone” is the “right” translation. However, it is wise to see 
the possibilities in both meanings.   

Jesus is called “the Alpha and Omega,” “the Beginning and the 
End,” and “the First and the Last” (Revelation 1:17; 21:6), the 
only messenger who is coming. If Jesus is the first and begin-
ning stone, he is the cornerstone. If he is the last and end stone, 
he is the capstone. Jesus is both the very foundation of God’s 
work, and also the highly visible, beautiful and protective cap-
stone that will finish His creation. 
 

By Constance Darnell 
Constance Darnell has been involved with CFFM since 
1998. She has authored a book, Songs for Martha, and 

serves on the Executive Board of the Kentucky Christian 
Writers Conference. Constance lives in Elizabethtown, KY 

and travels extensively to teach and minister. 

Jesus Christ 
Our 

Cornerstone 
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were all amazed, and they glorified God, and were filled 
with fear, saying, We have seen strange things to 
day. 

Similarly, when Jesus cast a devil out of a dumb man and 
healed him the multitudes marveled saying, “It was never so 
seen in Israel.”  It was the unusual or different nature of 
these healing that made the impression on the people.  Jesus 
simply amazed and astonished people with his words and 
his deeds.  He amazed people back then (Matthew 8:27; 
15:31; 22:33; Mark 1:27; 5:52; 6:51; 7:37; 10:24; 12:11; Luke 
2:47-48; 4:36; 5:9, 26; 8:25), and he is still amazing people 
today.  It has always been the heart of his Father, God, to 
amaze people.    

Jeremiah 33:3: 
Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great 
and mighty things, which thou knowest not. 

God still wants to amaze us.  He stills wants to show us great 
and mighty things.  Of course, this verse does not apply to 

the people that know it all.  We have to accept the fact 
that we don’t know it all to open yourselves to learning 
more. 

We have an almighty, all-knowing, everywhere present, 
infinite God Who wants to show us great and mighty 
things, of which we know nothing.  If we think we know 
it all, we’ll never get to see them.  God welcomes people 
to come to Him so He can reveal things that will amaze 
them.  We should frequently be amazed at God’s awe-
some power and His personal involvement with us.  Un-
fortunately, we rarely experience a fresh, dynamic en-
counter with God.  That’s not God’s fault. 

Time with God in His Word is not as much about ac-
quiring information as it is developing our relation-
ship with Him.  We read the Word to find out what 
He is like and how we can please Him.  God is willing 
to reveal more exciting truths to us; we just too often 
limit our own capacity to receive more from Him, 
because we don’t approach our time with Him in His 
Word with excitement and enthusiasm. 

The problem is never with God.  He doesn’t serve 
stale Bread of Life.  We limit God in our lives 
because we are far too easily satisfied… because 
our expectations are just too low.  Because 
Ephesians 3:20 says God “is able to do exceed-
ingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works in us” doesn’t 
mean we should not ask or think.  It’s an invita-

tion and challenge for us to take it up a level.  
God can top whatever we can ask or think.   

Let’s expect Him do things in and through 
our lives that will absolutely amaze us.  If we 
don’t limit His magnitude, we won’t limit the 
extent of His involvement with us.  Expect to 

be amazed today. He wants to show us great and mighty 
things, of which we know nothing right now. 

W 
hy does every-
thing have to be 
the same?  Why 

is something different so 
alarming and so threaten-
ing?  Why do we allow 
something new to freak us 
out?  As long as we do, we 
will succumb to “the same 
old, same old.”  If you re-
member the parable, old 
wineskins can’t take new 
wine. Doesn’t the Bible 
record Jesus healing six 
different blind people and doing it differently 
each time?  Which one was right?  Different 
doesn’t mean wrong! 

Do you remember the healing of the one sick of 
the palsy which was “borne of four”?  The 
scribes and Pharisees who were present, the 
supposed spiritual authorities, believed that Je-
sus was blaspheming because he told the man 
his sins were forgiven.  When God showed Jesus what 
they were thinking, he asked them why they so reasoned 
in their hearts.  Jesus simply commanded the man to take 
up his bed and go home.   

The account in Matthew 9 finishes in verse 8 declaring, 
“But when the multitudes saw it, they marveled, and glori-
fied God, which had given such power unto men.”  What 
was the kind, character, degree, or extent of the power that 
“such” indicates or implies?  The accounts in Mark and Luke end 
with the profound effect it had upon those present: 

Mark 2:12: 
And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth be-
fore them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified 
God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion. 

Luke 5:25-26: 
And immediately he rose up before them, and took up that whereon 
he lay, and departed to his own house, glorifying God. 26 And they 

  B y  W A Y N E  C L A P P  /  N a v a r r e ,  F L  
Wayne is a past-president of CFFM and serves as a staff minister, especially  

focused on research, teaching & writing. He also oversees the ministry’s  
popular Messengers for Christ program. 

Living with a Sense of  

ASTONISHMENT 
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The Messengers For Christ 8  
Commitment: 

As a Messenger For Christ, I commit  
myself to: 

 Speak in tongues the first thing in the morning 
when I arise. 

 Assemble and maintain a lift list (a prayer list 
to include the other MFC; to be used daily). 

 Spend at least 15 minutes in God’s Word, read-
ing the Scriptures every day. 

 Read the Messengers For Christ Handbook 8 
lesson for the day and the daily email commu-
nication. 

 Speak God’s Word to one new person each 
week. 

As a Messenger For Christ 8  
I anticipate: 

 Being faithful to my commitment. 

 Learning more about keeping God in my 
thinking with prayer and praise. 

 Learning more about receiving strength 
and comfort from God’s Word. 

 Learning more about overcoming the iner-
tia of not speaking. 

 Learning more about operating all nine 
manifestations. 

 Learning more about telling my personal  
story of deliverance and victory. 

 Using my Messenger for Christ Handbook 8 
every morning and every evening 

 Developing my intimacy with God and my 
Lord Jesus Christ so that whether I face weal 
or woe, my love for and commitment to them 
never fluctuates. 

The Commitment of CFF to 
the Messengers For Christ 8: 

 Personal, daily prayer support. 

 A curriculum on the theme and encourage-
ment to develop daily devotional habits. 

 Daily email/phone contact from the training 
coordinators. 

 Suggestions for additional and optional weekly 
growth-producing activities. 

The Goals of the CFF Messengers for 
Christ 8: 

 To develop habit patterns of prayer and praise, 
reading God’s Word, speaking God’s Word, 
deliberate and purposeful giving, and fellow-
shipping with the saints. 

 To cultivate fruit of the spirit by operating 
manifestations of the spirit. 

 To grow in relationship with God and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

100-DAY  
TRAINING  

ADVENTURE 
August 7 

thru 
November 14,  

2019 
Registration Deadline:  

July 31 

MESSENGERS  
  

CHRIST 8 

  

for 

VALIANT  
FOR THE  
TRUTH 

To sign up, contact  
Wayne Clapp 

wgccff2@aol.com 
850-982-3343 

Messengers For Christ 8 is a spiritual training adventure of  
Christian Family Fellowship Ministry.  It is a commitment to discipline 
oneself to incorporate prayer and praise, reading God’s Word, speaking 
God’s Word, deliberate and purposeful giving, and fellowshipping with 

the saints into one’s lifestyle. 

The Main Thrust of this 100-day Messengers For Christ 8  adventure 
is to become even more valiant for the truth.  We will fortify the  

importance of truth as the foundation of our lives and continue to grew 
more valiant in our exercise of it.  We owe our heavenly Father our  

allegiance, and we follow in the valiant steps of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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“YES” stands for Youth Excelling Spiritually. Young followers of Jesus want to 
excel in their spiritual walk of love and power. They want to say “YES!” to God’s  
invitation for youth to live for him. 
 

WHEN:   Tuesday, July 30—Sunday, August 4, 2019 

WHO:   12 thru 25 years old 

WHERE:  Christian Family Fellowship 
       1575 W. State Route 571, Tipp City, Ohio 45371 

COST:   $295 per attendee 

 A “what to bring” list & other information will be sent to you 
 Camp Registration: Tuesday, July 30, 3:00—6:00 PM, with box dinners provided 
 Camp Ends: Sunday, August 4 at noon 
 Airport pick-up available at Dayton International Airport only 
 For more information contact: Sarah Mullens 937-669-3090/sarah@cffm.org 
 REGISTRATION DEADLINE: July 8, 2019 

AGE AS OF 7/30/19: 
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Who is Christian Family Fellowship Ministry? 

Jesus to the World! 
 

Since our beginning in 1996, we regularly hear from people who want to be 
actively associated with the Christian Family Fellowship in our emphasis on… 

 

JESUS, our focus 
PRAISE, our response 
HEALING, our benefit 

...all to the glory of God our Father! 
 

Check www.cffm.org to find pastors, contacts and homechurches near you. 
Feel free to contact any of them or our staff anytime so that we can support you 
and your local faith community in personal growth and in cultivating the life of 

the Lord Jesus Christ in our world. 

I pray that your partnership with us  
in the faith may be effective in deepening your understanding  

of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ. 
Philemon 1:6 (NIV) 

How to Offer Financial  
Support to CFFM 

 

1) Through our website, 
www.cffm.org/giving (one-time or 
recurring gift) 

2) By texting a donation amount to 
(937)-502-2999 (one-time credit 
card input) 

3) By regular mail to CFFM,  
1575 W. State Route 571, Tipp City, 
OH 45371 (check/money order) 

4) By CFFM donation envelopes  
available from our main office 

THANK YOU FOR  

YOUR SUPPORT! 

JOIN US!  For CFF Sunday Morning Fellowships by... 
LIVE STREAMING! 

 

Watch our live weekly Morning Fellowships every Sunday at 10:30 AM (EST) from Tipp City, OH, on computer, tablet or smart phone.   
 

Type this in your Google Search box:  https://cffm.org/streaming-video. 
OR… on SMARTPHONE: Go to www.cffm.org, click on Menu, click on Streaming Video. 
or on COMPUTER: Go to www.cffm.org, click on Teachings, click on Streaming Video. 

Archive Library of recent past videos of Sunday Morning Fellowships is also available there. 

If 

Asked 
If asked what I would like to hear 
The Father’s voice and Son’s so clear 
 

If asked what I would like to be 
A son so free with Christ in me 
 

If asked what I would like to do 
Set men free and heal them too 
 

If asked what I would like to feel 
The Father’s love so close and real 
 

If asked what I would like to say 
Come taste and see the Father’s Way 
 

If asked what I would like to share 
The Father’s love and constant care 
 

If asked what I would like to see 
My Jesus’ face beholding me 
 

If asked what I am waiting for 
My Lord’s return for evermore 
 

Hayward Chappell - Cincinnati, Ohio 

MICHAEL BURROWS OF COVINGTON, OH 

WITH CFF BOARD OF TRUSTEES & SPOUSES  

AT THE CLOSE OF YOUTH EXCELLING SPIRITUALLY (YES) CAMP 2018 

FOR THE PUBLIC RECOGNITION OF HIS ORDINATION 
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