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T 
he church has gotten a bad rap.  It reminds some 
people of dry denominational structure or of a 
building on the corner.  To others, it might even 
stir memories of hurt and disappointment.  But 

since the Bible speaks so positively of “church” over a hun-
dred times, it’s good to refresh our love for something that 
Christ loves so much.  As an accomplished work, the Lord 
loved the church and gave himself for it (Ephesians 5:25).  
As an ongoing work, he nourishes and cherishes it (5:29).  
Every family of Jesus-followers should recognize how the 
Lord tenderly and actively cares for his church assemblies.  
If we love Christ, we love the church. 

The church is simply the people of God.  It’s the irreplace-
able home-base for believers.  In the new covenant, the 
church is the address of the Spirit of God.  His presence 
and power are described as living there.  The church is like 
the setting of a ring.  It doesn’t call attention to itself, but 
it’s the perfect mounting to display God’s brilliant glory to 
the world!  

The life-long family environment for every Christian is the 
church, in all of our imperfection.  The assemblies of the 
body of Christ are empowered to escort each other 
through every chapter of life.  How great it is to have a 
support group that’s energized by the Master!  And the va-
riety of spiritual gifts heal and enrich us as church mem-

… I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it.    1 Peter 5:12 (NIV) 

bers run to each other’s aid.  Jesus didn’t intend to leave 
us as disconnected spiritual orphans (John 14:18), so we 
mustn’t keep our gifts in isolation away from our family! 

Hebrews 10:24-25 (ESV) 
And let us consider how to stir up [incite; provoke] one 
another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to 
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encourag-
ing one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near. 

In the verse above, the Greek term for “meet together” is 
episunagoge, which is used only one other time in the 
New Testament, where it refers to Christ’s second coming.  
A church assembly is described in the same way as his sec-
ond coming!  Church gatherings are the closest thing to 
our rapture into glory!  We gather together till we’re gath-
ered together! 

2 Thessalonians 2:1a (ESV) 
Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and our being gathered together [episunagoge] to 
him... 

Church is a spiritual assembly.  It’s an association of Jesus
-followers.  It’s people with whom we’ve freely chosen to 
cultivate relationships within community.  Any communi-
ty is the shared “common unity” among a distinctive 
                           (continued on page 2) 
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of his church.  And as risky and messy as relationships 
are, the church provides an atmosphere of compassion, 
forgiveness and new beginnings.  When a person gives 
their life to God, they’re also promising to give their life 
for his family... and God’s family is the church.  A great 
deal of our walk with God is actually discovered in a faith-
ful walk with his people (Matthew 18:20).   

For 23 years, Christian Family Fellowship Ministry has 
enjoyed a local church family and organizational home in 
Tipp City, Ohio.  Thousands of seekers of all ages have 

been through our doors.  In addi-
tion, a major purpose of CFF’s ef-
forts has been to inspire a global 
faith community, by which we cul-
tivate a spirit-filled network of 
love and encouragement.   

There are lots of ways to “do 
church” wherever we live.  Some might start a church fel-
lowship in their home with family and friends.  Leasing a 
neighborhood storefront could be someone’s calling.  Oth-
ers might invest their gifts in an existing local congrega-
tion or play a regular role in multiple faith communities.  
Some might partner with other believers in non-profits 
that bring the love of the gospel message into the valley of 
human need.  Our ministry works to nurture and 
strengthen all these efforts.  In this Encourager issue, 
we’re including several inspired perspectives on ways to 
“do church” in communities around the country. 

Being Bible-fed and spirit-led, we pray that our ministry 
continues to bring people closer to the living Jesus, to ig-
nite their life of praise, and to heal them with the power 
of God’s refreshing love.  May the Lord continue to use 
our Christian Family Fellowship church community, both 
local and worldwide, to take Jesus to the world. 

Loving Christ’s church with you, 

Kevin Guigou 

Tipp City, Ohio  

(continued from page 1) 

group.  The church is a common unity of faith... an eternal 
spiritual congregation.   

“Church” is translated from the New Testament Greek 
term ekklesia (literally, “called out,” assembly, congrega-
tion), which speaks of people who are called out of their 
private existence into vital partnership, not only with all 
Christians but also with an assembly of Christians near 
them.  They are partners in prayer, in learning the scrip-
tures, in sharing the gospel, and in overflowing generosi-
ty.  Members of the same church family are regularly on 
each other’s minds. 

The church of the living God is the 
structural framework for truth (1 
Timothy 3:15).  It’s the context 
where God’s truth is discovered 
and stewarded and from where it’s 
launched.  The body of Christ is 
his church (Ephesians 5:23).  And the church is described 
as the flock of God that we shepherd (Acts 20:28).  If we 
love God, we love the church (1 John 4:20, 21). 

When a person accepts Christ as lord, they are also ac-
cepting his church as their family.  Both require commit-
ment and sacrifice.  The lordship of Jesus calls us into a 
commitment to each other in his body.  When we run to 
him, he gathers us among a household of his beloved.  Je-
sus is still building his church (Matthew 16:18), and to fol-
low him is to walk closely with others who also do the 
same.  And together, we still reach for the hem of his gar-
ment. 

Loving a perfect Father God isn’t so hard, but loving his 
family members can be.  It’s usually “safer” just to observe 
Christian brothers and sisters from a distance, keeping 
arm’s-length from their odd personalities, perspectives 
and preferences.  There’s much less chance of conflict, 
misunderstanding and disappointment if we keep to our-
selves, insulated and isolated.  But Father God has not on-
ly called us into his arms; he also called us into the arms 

Keep watch over yourselves and over all the 
flock, of which the Holy Spirit has made you  

overseers, to shepherd the church of God that 
he obtained with the blood of his own Son. 

Acts 20:28 (NRSV) 

CHRISTIAN 

When we accept Jesus as Lord,  

we receive his Spirit within us.   

Having Christ in us makes 

us Christians and children of God 

our Father.  As we explore the  

Bible’s promises and walk by the 

Spirit’s direction, the character of 

Christ within begins to  

transform us from the inside out, 

revealing Jesus to the world 

through our lives. 

FAMILY 

The Bible describes the followers 

of Jesus as God’s family.  We are 

born again into an eternal  

household of the Father’s 

love.  He has uniquely gifted each 

of His children and called us to 

stand together in compassion,  

encouragement, and forgiveness. 

The spirit-inspired kindness that 

we share in our faith-communities 

works to heal relationships and 

restore families. 

FELLOWSHIP 

Fellowship is relationship.  

Christian fellowship is an intimate 

partnership of spiritual  

connection, association, and  

involvement.  God calls us to a 

personal relationship with  

himself, with Jesus Christ, and 

with fellow believers so that our 

joy may be full (1 John 1:3-4). Our  

faith community is devoted to  

encouraging and cultivating these 

healing partnerships for everyone 

involved. 
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Visit our new website  
for the most  

up-to-date info: 
 

www.cffm.org 
 
 

We encourage all of God’s 
people to get together 

freely and often, to 
minister God’s love and 
truth to each other, to 

cultivate spiritual maturity 
and to develop a 

meaningful  
faith-community. 

 

 
What Can  

We Do  
for You  
Today?  

Christian Family Fellowship Calendar 2019-2020 

8/7 thru 
11/14 

Messengers for Christ 8: Valiant for the Truth 
100-Day Training Adventure/Wayne Clapp, Coordinator 

Worldwide 

8/18-23 
Family Camp 2019 - Hearing His Voice 
Hosts: Larry & Pam Barnickel, Ellen Fowler 

Pilgrim Pines, 
Swanzey, NH 

8/24 
Jammin’ Under the Stars 
Music Night with Tim Stiles & Scott Powell 
Hosts: Jim & Belinda Kaplan 

Kaplan Home 
Elizabeth, CO 

9/14 
Saturday in the Word: Encounter the Kingdom  
Hosts: Dale & Cathy Reichel 
Speakers: Tonia Shroyer, Kevin Guigou 

Orlando, FL 

9/28-29 
Weekend in the Word: Looking to the Hope  
Hosts: Tommy Smith, Sharon Sly, Jim & Belinda Kaplan 
Speaker: Jan Magiera 

Loveland, CO 

10/3-6 
Appling, GA Advance 2019: Triumphant Praise 
Hosts: Justin & Elisa Demers 
Speakers include Kevin & Sara Guigou 

Appling, GA 

10/12 
Day in the Word (details to come) 
Wayne Clapp, Jim & Belinda Kaplan 

Parker, CO 

10/14 - 11/1 
Itinerary to India & Nepal 
Tonia Shroyer with Pastor Julie Schaecher and Team 

California, India, 
Nepal 

11/2-3 
Saturday in the Word:  
The Heart of Fellowship in the Heart of Dixie 
Host: Chris Kenny / Speaker: Kevin Guigou 

Mobile, Alabama 

11/8-10 

Men’s Discovery Weekend 
King Me: Men of Steel & Velvet  
Hosts: Joey Salvo & Michael Burrows 
Guest Speaker: Pastor Jeff Jones 
                             The Movement Church, San Marcos, CA 

CFF/Tipp City, 
OH 

11/16-17 
Saturday in the Word:  
No Place Like Homechurch  
Hosts: Rhett & Mary Major / Speakers: K. & S. Guigou 

Pittsburgh, PA 

12/8 CFF Christmas Party 
CFF 
Tipp City, OH 

2/15-20 
2020 

CFF Western Caribbean Cruise 2020 
New Orleans, Louisiana; 5-day adventure 
Cozumel & Yucatan (Progreso), Mexico 

W. Caribbean,  
out of New 
Orleans, 
Louisiana 

JOIN US!  For CFF Sunday Morning Fellowships by... 
LIVE STREAMING! 

 

Watch our live weekly Morning Fellowships every Sunday at 10:30 AM (EST) 
from Tipp City, OH, on computer, tablet or smart phone.   

 
Type this in your Google Search box:  https://cffm.org/live-streaming 

 
On SMARTPHONE: Go to www.cffm.org,  
click on menu, click on Live Streaming,  

click on white triangle (Sundays at 10:30AM) 
 

On COMPUTER: Go to www.cffm.org, click on Teachings,  
click on Streaming Video. 

 
Archive Library of recent past videos of Sunday Morning Fellowships  

is also available there. 

Wayne & Ferne Clapp have moved to Hayden, Colorado, 
but for 5 years, they enjoyed the sweet fellowship of  

wonderful believers in the Navarre, Florida area. 
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Pastor Julie Schaecher of The  
Movement Church in San Marcos, CA, 
has included Tonia Shroyer as one of 
seven women pastors invited from 
across the country to travel with her in 
October 2019 to a region in northern 
India.  They will be hosting Tell Asia 
Ministry’s first Women’s Leadership 
Conference.  Tell Asia has focused on 
raising up indigenous leaders who will 
minister to their own communities.  
Over 20,000 leaders have been trained 
to reach out with the gospel message, 
to help end trafficking and abuse, and 
to provide essential resources like food 
and water.   

This trip’s mission is to train 100 women leaders who have con-
verted to Christianity and are now shepherding large home 
churches in village areas.  These leaders are requesting help in 
all areas of discipleship.  

Tonia has been asked to oversee 
the healing and deliverance teach-
ing and application at a three-day 
conference during the trip.   

Our ministry would like to help fund 
three solar-powered “Talking Bi-
bles” for each of the 100 Sikh wom-
en leaders in attendance to take 
back to their villages. These unique 
devices are able to read the Bible 
aloud in their native language to use 
as tools in their communities for 
building a biblical foundation. 

Tonia and the group will then be traveling to Nepal to observe 
and encourage those areas that have exploded with home 
church planting and development.    

The group will be able to purchase “Talking Bibles” for $35 
each, programmed with the language of those being visited.  
The total being raised for this aspect of the trip will be $12,600. 

To make a donation toward these devices bringing the 
spoken Word to India, go to the give/donate page at 

www.cffm.org.  Mention “Talking Bibles” in the memo 
line there, along with your gift. 

Equip 
Empower 
& Engage 

non-readers 
with God’s  

Word in  
their own  
language! 

Sponsor a  
Talking Bible! 
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pertise that would help our people. During the week we keep 
in touch with each other by phone for prayer requests and 
praise reports. 

We also keep our eyes open for opportunities in the commu-
nity. Several of us supported a local startup church this past 
year. We volunteered to put on several “reclaiming America 
for Christ”-type conferences in our area. We visit other 

churches in the 
area from time 
to time to meet 
people, see what 
they are doing, 
and see what we 
can learn. We’ve 
attended classes 

and enjoy big holiday services at local 
churches. 

To reach new circles we both launched 
something new this year. Cathy has been 
writing “Strong Family Strong People” arti-
cles for about twelve years, but in January 
also began posting video articles on social 

media. To see them, search 
for “Cathy Reichel 
YouTube.”  She is a regular 
facilitator for five hours 
each week for a national 
prayer call that has gone 
non-stop, 24 x 7, for over 
two years.  

Dale launched 
www.MusicMinister.net 
where each week he posts a 
new Bible lesson and relat-

ed song video with lyrics to help people sing along. The site 
includes free sheet music and MP3 files for each song. Dale 
can also be reached at dale@harmonyathome.com.  Alt-
hough the seasons of life bring many changes, we enjoy the 
constancy of God’s abiding love and goodness. 

O ver the years one thing about church in the home 
has not changed: we continue to adjust how we 
“do church” as needed. 

Regular family meetings with Bibles, songbooks, 
coffee mugs and snacks have continued throughout. CFF 
faithfully supplies support, encouragement, and teaching. 
Our local fellowship extends that with its personal and reg-
ular presence. 

But seasons and needs change over 
time, so we adjust. When we had lots 
of kids around the house, we hosted 
and organized many youth and family 
activities…  from family 
camps to fund raisers 
for mission trips, but 
that is not our current 
need. 

In this season, we 
“church” mainly 
through a weekly Sun-
day morning fellow-
ship. Our home is the 
usual location, but we 
do gather at other 
homes, too. Sunday 
mornings include sing-
ing, prayer, manifestations, 
teaching, ministering healing and 
testimonies from the week.  

We celebrate and encourage each 
other’s personal ministries. Sev-
eral work at faith-based organi-
zations and/or have found ways 
to minister to people at work or 
elsewhere. Many teach, and we have a standing invitation 
for people to share on their birthdays. We’re also blessed 
several times a year with invited guest teachers from other 
fellowships, ministries, sometimes even other areas of ex-

How We Do Church 
Celebrating Life in God’s Local Family 

By Dale & Cathy Reichel, Longwood, FL 

 

Tipp City—National Day of Prayer (May 2019) and 
Purple Heart City Recognition (June 2019) 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
~CFF ministers involved in... 
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has given us a way to consistently be involved in active 
Christian service.   

Good works are not just on Saturday and Sunday but can 
be found everywhere!  I have been involved over several 
years in cooking classes, and that has led to many other 
avenues of service and outreach.  Chris’s estate sales 

business allows him to meet with 
families and truly be of godly service 
throughout our area.  It is not un-

common at all to 
find us in prayer 
and ministering to 
folks who we help 
by conducting a 
sale or who come to 
our sales.   

“Do what Jesus did 
and see what hap-
pens,” and for us, 
that is in church, in 
business, in areas 
of interest, develop-
ing relationships 
with local commu-

nity agencies and merchants... in any and all interactions 
with individuals or groups of people.  That’s how cur-
rently we are inspired to “do church!” 

H 
ow do Chris and I “do church?”  We ask our-
selves that frequently… not in an attempt to 
evaluate or analyze but to keep a fresh and ex-

pectant attitude to be spirit-led.  It has been interesting 
over the years to see where and how that has changed.  
We know we may not be doing the same things as last 
year, the 
last 10 
years or 
even yes-
terday, but 
that is the 
exciting, 
dynamic 
life we live.  God has prepared good works for us to do in 
Christ Jesus, and we pursue that on a daily basis asking 
what, where, how.  We realize those good works are 
unique to each of us—how cool is that!  Our attitude is 
“do what Jesus did and see what happens!” 

Currently, we have been led to be involved in a small 
church in our town.  Chris is actively helping them with 
their mission work and community involvement.  He has 
been the church’s greatest contributor in developing the 
church’s thrift shop into a thriving enterprise that pro-
vides the money to fund these projects.  I have preached 
at two revivals at the church and participate in their 
weekly prayer services.  The church organizes outreach 
events in the community and surrounding areas, and it 

How We Do Church 
Celebrating Life in God’s Local Family 

By Chris and Jan Rawlins, Kernersville, NC 

Halsted.  She prepares a spiritual message and craft for the 
children and communicates the love of God through His on-
ly begotten Son, Jesus our Lord. 

The Fellowship Room is 
also the weekly Wednes-
day night home of “The 
Book Club Fellowship” 
which is coordinated by 
Sid Helmus and Leonard 
Yonkman.  After a book 
of the Bible is chosen to 
study, a chapter a week is 
read, taught, and dis-
cussed until the book is 

completed.  Currently, the book of Isaiah 
is being taught by Leonard, while in the 
second half of the evening Sid and others 
are teaching background information 
from Kings & Chronicles. 

The love of God through Jesus our Lord is 
our foundation in sharing our witness of 
the coming Kingdom of Heaven and how 
all can participate in it.  Utilizing the 
many gift ministries our Lord has given to 
this area and the body of Christ has been a 

key to the long and faithful presence of signs, miracles, and 
wonders establishing God’s written Word of deliverance for 
all who will to receive.          

K alamazoo, Michigan, has a fellowship group availa-
ble to fit many needs and schedules.  Charles Wat-
son and his wonderful wife Brix, coordinate the 
Sunday morning fellow-

ship, which varies in location 
week to week depending on will-
ing hearts to host and bless.  Mi-
chael & Christine Freeling com-
municate to everyone weekly via 

email the Sunday’s lo-
cation for the week 
along with special pray-
er requests.   

Heidi and I also make 
available our plumbing 
company’s “Fellowship 
Room” for gatherings 
that can hold 50 adults 
comfortably.  There’s 
also a second room for the children’s fellowship that has 
been faithfully coordinated for many years by Sherry 

How We Do Church 
Celebrating Life in God’s Local Family 

By Sid and Heidi Helmus, Scotts, MI 
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neighboring town, larger churches for the music praise and 
worship (and women’s or community activities), and some 
also attend other groups. We believe that God wants us to 

branch out. We like to get 
out of the box! At times 
some go eat together, trav-
el, plan events, or work on 
music. We have also set up 
a “phone thread” to let 
each other know of fellow-
ship changes, or prayer 
requests, or just something 
cool we want to share.  

Some of us attend or live-
stream events from CFFM. 
We have also live-

streamed our own events with other believers. One of the 
more unique ideas we’ve had is to spend a Saturday to-
gether. We started by visiting Amish community stores, 
going to a believer’s home for BBQ, then attending one of 
the few existing drive-in movie theatres. This was a first!  

Sometimes we 
invite teachers 
from CFFM (and 
others) to come 
share a weekend 
with us. 
(Amazingly, all we 

have to do is ask, and they joyfully come to hang 
out with us!) These events are always open, and we 
invite believers from other areas, as well as anyone 
we may have been talking to. And we never ever 
lack food!  

One believer stated, “I think we are unique in that 
we don’t have an appointed leader or hierarchy, 
other than Christ as the head of the church. We 
have tremendous respect for each other, and we 

recognize God work-
ing in us all. Whoever 
offers to host a fellow-
ship, activity or event 
is the one who coordi-
nates it, and there is a 
lot of flexibility.”      

To sum it all up, we 
love, laugh, fellow-
ship, sing, praise, eat, 
and share our lives 
together and with oth-

er people.  We’re not sure how everyone else does church, 
but we are always open to new ideas.  It keeps our journey 
together sweet, fresh and invigorating. With all our weird, 
quirky personalities coming together, there’s one thing we 
endeavor to stay faithful with…love and forgiveness. And we 
think that’s what church is really all about. 

W hen asked “how we do church,” a flood of 
thoughts rushed into our minds. Our fellow-
ship is very diverse, but it really works for us! 
At the present time, we meet every oth-

er Sunday morning, and on the “off” weeks, we 
meet Monday evenings at a different believer’s 
home. 

On Sunday mornings, our fellowship is a more tra-
ditional format. We have a great group of singers, 
so we enjoy acapella, or guitar accompanied song-
book-type songs. We have a teaching, and there is 
usually food before or 
after fellowship. One 
thing the Sunday morn-
ing coordinator added 
is a segment called 
“Founding Fathers/
Pillars of Faith.” It’s a 
brief history of a man or 
woman significant in 
building God’s Word 
and faith in people, who 
range from believers 
like Martin Luther to 
Joyce Meyer. It is usually about 
5-10 minutes, and gives pause 
to ponder the great believing 
history we all come from. 

On Monday evenings, it’s less 
traditional. We listen to more 
current praise music, and fel-
lowship may include sitting by 
the pool, around the kitchen 
table, or watching a video. We 
stretch our brains beyond previ-
ous beliefs and discuss new pos-
sibilities. But whether it’s Sun-
day morning, or Monday even-
ing, we always follow prayer 
time with “victory sharings.” (A 
phrase we are used to hearing is 
“God is always working in our 
lives, and sometimes we even no-
tice.”)  

We are all so different, it’s great to 
rejoice with each other in how God 
is working in us. In our own unique  
situations whether it’s in offices, 
restaurants, neighborhoods, with 
former students or in the grocery 
store - God opens doors everywhere.  Victory sharings are 
a time to celebrate how God and Jesus are interwoven into 
everything we do!  

Sometimes we explore different worship events. Several 
have attended a “bluegrass fellowship” at a church in a 

How We Do Church 
Celebrating Life in God’s Local Family 

By Dan & Donna O’Neal, Columbia, MO 

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  And awe came upon every 
soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in common.  

Acts 2:42-44 (ESV) 
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we simply share a meal and great fellowship. At times, we are 
called to areas where there is a need: a memorial service, some-
one in the hospital. It doesn’t matter, we ride! 

We have prayed with fellow Christian riders at the top of Wolf 
Creek Pass, elevation 10,857 feet, on a brisk fall morning at 35 

degrees, while stopping for a 
quick photo op. We have met 
“random” folks at a favorite 
restaurant in South Fork, CO 
who were discouraged with 
their current church.  We 
have even prayed and minis-
tered to folks at the side of 

the road jockeying for a parking place.  

God once put a daughter in our path, riding 
with her father from Denmark on a once in 
a lifetime motorcycle trip. He spoke no Eng-
lish, but she translated as we ministered 
God’s Word to them. We have even minis-
tered to a lost and broken young man, Clay-
ton, in a hot tub in Gunnison, CO. God 
healed his broken bones and restored his 
own desire to minister. 

We have no fear because we know that Jesus goes with us and 
so do his “chariots of fire.”  We know that wherever we go, we 
ride with and for him. When God plans the ride, it is always 
more than OK. It is his kingdom on two wheels!  We are privi-
leged to be his emissaries along for the ride of our lives! 

O nly a loving Father would make a way to combine 
our ministries while having fun and beholding his 
magnificent creation. In addition to our home 
church and meeting with the local ministerial 

groups, our “church” away from home is anywhere the wheels 
of our “iron 
horse” (motorcycle) hit the 
open road. God has as-
sured us that everywhere 
our wheels turn is holy 
ground for him. 

In the past, we would do 
what we called “OK rides.”  
Those were outings with no 
set destination, no set route.  We would 
have ideas, but would say, “We can’t go 
here or take this route, so ‘OK’ we’ll go 
there and take that route.”  Now, with the 
continued encouragement of CFFM, our 
“OK rides” have become, “OK Pappy, 
where to?”  Whether it’s a short day jaunt 
(200-300 miles), or a long road trip, God 
always puts people in our path who are 
waiting for him.  

Sometime our rides take us to visits with believers in remote 
areas. Perhaps they are not close to a home church or don’t 
have any church affiliation. We loosely plan our trip to in-
clude time to hang with them, pray, or minister. Sometimes 

How We Do Church 
Celebrating Life in God’s Local Family 

By Jim & Belinda Kaplan 
Elizabeth, CO / Iron Horse Ministers 

 

churches, ministries and fellowships in other cities allows us to 

minister to people who feel their individual needs may not be-

ing met in a their current church. If they want to stay in their 

church, wonderful!  We’ll help them get healed and delivered 

anyway.   

We are personally involved in 

the International Association 

of Healing Rooms (based on 

the ministry of John G. Lake) 

where we are able to go and 

pray for people.  Susie is also 

involved with Aglow International which 

offers an excellent class called GameChang-

ers by Graham Cooke.  It teaches us how to 

walk in the renewed mind.  She has run this 

class for the woman in our fellowship, and it 

has helped them tremendously in changing 

their mindset to be more Christ-like.   

We also offer everyone healing and deliver-

ance within our fellowship and beyond it.  

There is so much to learn about how to move 

deeper in the Holy Spirit, and we are always 

pursuing that.  We seek to live, walk and 

breath as Jesus did while on this earth.  He brought heaven to 

earth and that is our goal. 

O ur home church has many facets to it.  We are peo-

ple who also attend local churches and are involved 

in other church community affairs.  We have invit-

ed people from the church we attend on Sundays to 

our Saturday evening fellowships that we conduct twice a 

month.   

At our fellowships, we will 

do a variety of things such 

as worship with videos, 

communion, prayer, heal-

ings, teachings, sharings 

from others in our fellowship, and many 

times eat dinner together.  We purposely 

hold our fellowships on Saturday evenings 

to enable the people to also attend a local 

church of their choice.  This allows them to 

take advantage of other activities in anoth-

er church.  Some offer classes, outreach 

programs and out-of-town guest speakers.  

We are all a part of the body of Christ, 

therefore we believe it is important to have 

an interest in what our city is doing as a 

whole.   

We have also found that keeping our network open to other 
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   Memories from… 
 WALKING BY THE SPIRIT 
                                    SEMINAR GALENA, ILLINOIS / APRIL 2019 
SPEAKERS: TONIA SHROYER & WAYNE CLAPP / HOSTS: IVAN & PATTI MILLER 
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G 
od’s Providential Care 

We moved to Lebanon, KY in May 2017, after pur-
chasing property in a nearby town. We really didn’t 

know anything about Lebanon except that I was filled 
with joy and excitement at the prospect of serving there.  

I started checking out churches in the area, in the local 
paper, and found a small one in 
Bradfordsville, New Life Christian 
Church, where Herbie Goff pastors. 
I mentioned to Jake that they have 
gospel singers every third Sunday 
and are af-
filiated with 
Christian 
Motorcycle 
Association, 
which he 
loves.  Once 
there, he 
and Herbie 
became fast 
friends. 
They minis-
ter to the 
sick at 
home, riding their bikes together, and all the under-
standing of the word Jake has gleaned over the years is 
valued by the church. He is now a deacon there and is 
blessed to be a part of such a “small, country church.”  

In the meantime, “Abundant Life Church” near our 
home always caught my eye when I would drive by going 
to work on the night shift. The veterinarian for our dog 
invited me to go there with her, and I was introduced to 
some strong and committed believers. There, I was invit-
ed to the women’s bible study, and shortly after was 
asked to teach on Wednesdays. We volunteer at the jail, 
and a friend is starting a women’s addiction recovery fa-
cility called “One Bridge to Hope.”  Through prayer and 
obedience, the building (a former college dormitory) has 
been renovated, and everything needed has been sup-

plied.  It will be a great place to minister to others. I have 
been blessed to assist with the Thursday night program 
called “Power Kids” where kids K-5 have fun learning the 
Bible with games, structure, videos and dance! Great 
stuff!  

At Eastertime, the women had a candlelight foot-
washing service.  There were three chairs, and three 

women at a 
time sat 
down.  A 
designated 
believer 
knelt in 
front and 

another stood behind 
the seated woman.  
There they laid hands 
on the individual in 
prayer, with the foot-
washer also prophe-
sying and minister-
ing as they washed 
feet. It was powerful. 
Moving here has 
seemed like God pre-
pared everything 
ahead of time, and 
we just stepped into 
his plan.  

The Messengers for 
Christ program, led 

by Wayne Clapp, has made such a difference in helping 
me see the importance of getting out of my comfort zone 
to love people and open my mouth. I am so thankful for 
the privilege to have spent time in Tipp City with elders 
there.  They’ve taught and demonstrated how to minis-
ter, how to work the Word, how to open my heart to all 
of God’s people, and glean the gold in them.   

We’re forever grateful for God, His son Jesus, and all the 
members in particular! 

How We Do Church 
Celebrating Life in God’s Local Family 

By Jake & Susan Norris, Lebanon, KY 

 

Celebrating Friendship at a 
Ladies’ Sunday Tea  
CFF, Tipp City, Ohio / April 2019  
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gether, break bread together, encourage one another and 
help each other with physical needs. 

We coordinate the home church, but everyone participates! 
It is every-
one’s church. 
We share the 
teaching 
schedule, we 
share the food 
contributions, 
occasionally 
we change up 
the venue to 
some other 
location, and 
even have 
been known to 
“do church” 
on the water.  

We love to 
play together going to lo-
cal events as our schedule 
allows. We share in the 
joy of the Lord and see 

prayers answered together!  

Our home church is a local church and is 
not a part of a national network. Howev-
er, we certainly enjoy the resources of 
other ministries. We are state contacts 
for Christian Family Fellowship Ministry 
(CFFM), and our church enjoys and 
shares CFFM newsletters, CDs, and live 
streaming programs; in addition, some 
of us have participated in the Messen-

gers for Christ program.  

We have also hosted “A Day in the Word” with CFFM, an 
inspiring event for all.   Our home church is a sweet refuge, a 
place for those that love God, love Jesus Christ, and want to 
grow in love for the family of God. All are welcome! 

S ix years ago, sitting in our living room, we looked 
at each other and said, “We need to get involved in 
the local Christian community.” The following 
Sunday we ended up at our local movie theatre 

where a nondenominational Christian church met. They 
called themselves “The Refuge.” Through the church, we 
volunteered to host a 
Wednesday night com-
munity group in our 
home. Six or so people 
joined us, from all back-
grounds, but with a com-
mon core – love for God 
and love for the Lord 
Jesus Christ!  

God put us in the right 
place! Shortly after that 
one Sunday, “The Ref-
uge” pastor felt it was 
time for him to move on, 
and he announced he was 
closing shop - no more ser-
vices. We imme-
diately made it 
known that we 
would continue 
our home group 
and move it to 
Sunday morn-
ings.  

We have been 
meeting ever 
since. We are a 
home church, 
and we love to think of our home church as a Refuge from 
the world! A place where people come and feel that they 
are loved, that they are part of a family. We are Christ cen-
tered, and a place where we open up the scriptures togeth-
er, pray together, manifest holy spirit together, sing to-

How We Do Church 
Celebrating Life in God’s Local Family 

By Daryl & Lauren Sturre, Hilton Head, SC 

Jesus to the World! 
 

Since our beginning in 1996, we regularly hear from people who want to be 
actively associated with the Christian Family Fellowship in our emphasis on… 

 

JESUS, our focus 
PRAISE, our response 
HEALING, our benefit 

...all to the glory of God our Father! 
 

Check www.cffm.org to find pastors, contacts and homechurches near 
you. Feel free to contact any of them or our staff so that we can support 

you and your local faith community in personal growth and in cultivating 
the life of the Lord Jesus Christ in our world. 

I pray that your partnership with us  
in the faith may be effective in deepening your understanding  

of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ. 
Philemon 1:6 (NIV) 

How to Offer Financial  
Support to CFFM 

 

1) Through our website, www.cffm.org/giving 
(one-time or recurring gift) 

2) By texting a donation amount to (937)-502-
2999 (one-time credit card input) 

3) By regular mail to CFFM,  
1575 W. State Route 571, Tipp City, OH 45371 
(check/money order) 

4) By CFFM donation envelopes  
available from our main office 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

THAT MAKES ALL OUR WORK POSSIBLE! 
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~ COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS ~ 
Congratulations to the players, coaches and families of the Blue Thunder team of Tipp City Junior Baseball  

which CFF was happy to sponsor this season. Their record was 11-6. Great job! 

Jeff Shroyer (back row, far left) 
Seth Shroyer (front row, far left) 


