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nthusiasm—
it’s one of the greatest
words in the English language--a personal favorite!

My dictionary defines it as:

ENTHUSIASM!

“an absorbing or controlling
occupation of the mind by any
interest or pursuit.”
It brings many images to my mind,
none of which are marked by indifference.
Enthusiasm is derived from two little Greek words, en [in] and theos
[God]. It was used archaically of
extravagant or unbalanced religious
fervor. My dictionary also lists as
an obsolete usage, “inspiration by a
god.” Reverend Ralph Waldo Emerson’s take on it was that nothing
great was ever achieved without it.
Although you won’t find it in your
King James Version, the KJV does
use several synonyms like: zeal, fervent, fury, and a personal favorite
from Psalm 119, whole-heartedness. However, it does appear in
other versions. Here’s a sampling of
them from 2 Corinthians.

LIVING
WITH
GOD-INSPIRED
PA S S I O N

II Corinthians 7:11
(Int. Standard Version- ISV)
See what great earnestness godly
sorrow has produced in you! How
ready you are to clear yourselves,
how indignant, how alarmed, how
full of longing and enthusiasm,
how eager to seek justice! In every
way you have demonstrated that
you are innocent in this matter.
II Corinthians 8:7
(New Living Translation- NLT)
Since you excel in so many ways—
(~continued on page 2~)

… I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. 1 Peter 5:12 (NIV)

(~continued from page 1~)

Why wouldn’t we be enthusiastic when II Corinthians 2:14
says, “Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to
triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his
knowledge by us in every place”? Triumphant people are
enthusiastic people! God working in them is the reason for
their enthusiasm. Locking our minds into being fellowlaborers with God will help us maintain productive enthusiasm.

in your faith, your gifted speakers, your knowledge, your
enthusiasm, and your love from us—I want you to excel
also in this gracious act of giving.
II Corinthians 8:8 (ISV)
I am not commanding you but testing the genuineness of
your love by the enthusiasm of others.
II Corinthians 8:16 (NLT)
But thank God! He has given
Titus the same enthusiasm
for you that I have.
II Corinthians 8:17 (New
International Version- NIV)
For Titus not only welcomed
our appeal, but he is coming
to you with much enthusiasm and on his own initiative.

“Enthusiasm is one of the most powerful engines
of success. When you do a thing, do it with all
your might. Put your whole soul into it. Stamp it
with your own personality. Be active, be
energetic, be enthusiastic and faithful, and you
will accomplish your object. Nothing great was
ever achieved without enthusiasm.”
~ Ralph Waldo Emerson ~

II Corinthians 9:2 (NIV)
For I know your eagerness to
help, and I have been boasting about it to
the Macedonians, telling them that since
last year you in Achaia were ready to give;
and your enthusiasm has stirred most
of them to action.

Although we often find ourselves
in enthusiasm-siphoning situations, we must work on keeping
our environment positive and
uplifting. Don’t allow negative
people or events to steal it.

We practice enthusiasm by acting enthusiastically. Speak with
your eyes wide open; move your
arms and hands; let your voice
broadcast your excitement. Inertia works against enthusiasm
which is why you have to be deliberate. Believe for it, pray about it, exert your will toward it. Enthusiasm can become part of
our demeanor. Our enthusiasm can be as
contagious as the negativity of the world.
We can change our communities and our
workplaces when we stop saying depressing
things, discouraging things, hateful things,
negative, critical things. So, think enthusiasm! Keep enthusiasm going for you every
day. Only “the zeal of the Lord Almighty
will accomplish this” (Isaiah 9:7).

Enthusiasm is a valuable quality and something God will help us maintain. I have
found it invaluable when overcoming difficulties, sorrows, and heartaches. Both
Ephesians 6:7 and Colossians 3:23 direct us
to work with enthusiasm because we work
for the Lord. Enthusiasm is the pathway to
victory and makes life exciting. My favorite
Biblical picture of enthusiasm is found in
the healing of the man at the temple gate
called “Beautiful” (Acts 3:1-10). He certainly responded to God’s deliverance with enthusiasm.

Wayne Clapp
CFF Staff Minister
Hayden, Colorado

CHRISTIAN

FAMILY

FELLOWSHIP

When we accept Jesus as Lord,
we receive his Spirit within us.
Having Christ in us makes
us Christians and children of God
our Father. As we explore the
Bible’s promises and walk by the
Spirit’s direction, the character of
Christ within begins to
transform us from the inside out,
revealing Jesus to the world
through our lives.

The Bible describes the followers
of Jesus as God’s sons and
daughters. We are born again
into an eternal family of the
Father’s love. He has uniquely
gifted each of His children and
called us to stand together in
compassion, encouragement, and
forgiveness. The spirit-inspired
kindness that we share in our
faith communities works to heal
relationships and restore families.

Christian fellowship is
relationship. It is an intimate
partnership of spiritual
connection, association, and
involvement. God calls us to a
personal relationship with
himself, with Jesus Christ, and
with fellow believers so that our
joy may be full (1 John 1:3-4). Our
faith community is devoted to
encouraging and cultivating these
healing partnerships for everyone
involved.
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CHRISTIAN FAMILY FELLOWSHIP CALENDAR 2019-2020
11/2-3

Saturday in the Word: The Heart of
Fellowship in the Heart of Dixie

11/8-10

Men’s Discovery Weekend
King Me! Men of Steel & Velvet

11/16-17

Saturday in the Word:
No Place Like Homechurch

Pittsburgh, PA

12/8

CFF Christmas Party

CFF
Tipp City, OH

Messengers for Christ 8:
Valiant for the Truth

Worldwide

Host: Chris Kenny/Speakers: Wayne Clapp & Kevin Guigou

CFF/Tipp City,
OH

Hosts: Joey Salvo & Michael Burrows
Guest Speaker: Pastor Jeff Jones

Hosts: Rhett & Mary Major / Speakers: K. & S. Guigou

1/1 thru
4/9 2020

100-Day Training Adventure
Wayne Clapp, Coordinator

Saturday in the Word

1/11

Youth Event / Learn from Your History,
Move Toward Your Destiny (Ages 12-30)
Tim Behlen, Coordinator

2/15-20

Visit our new website
for the most
up-to-date info:

www.cffm.org
We encourage all of
God’s people to get
together freely and often
to minister God’s love
and truth to each other,
to cultivate spiritual
maturity and to develop
a meaningful
faith-community.

Orlando, FL

Speakers: Tonia Shroyer & Wayne Clapp
Hosts: Dale & Cathy Reichel

2/1

Mobile,
Alabama

Tipp City, OH
W. Caribbean,
out of New
Orleans,
Louisiana

CFF Western Caribbean Cruise 2020
New Orleans, Louisiana; 5-day adventure
Cozumel & Yucatan (Progreso), Mexico

What Can
We Do
for You
Today?

JOIN US! For CFF Sunday Morning Fellowships by...

LIVE STREAMING!

Watch our live weekly Morning Fellowships every Sunday at 10:30 AM (EST) from Tipp City, OH, on computer, tablet or smart phone.
Type this in your Google Search box: https://cffm.org/streaming-video.
OR… on SMARTPHONE: Go to www.cffm.org, click on Menu, click on Streaming Video.
or on COMPUTER: Go to www.cffm.org, click on Teachings, click on Streaming Video.
Archive library of recent past videos of Sunday Morning Fellowships is also available there.

Jesus to the World!
Since our beginning in 1996, we regularly hear from people
who want to be actively associated with the Christian Family Fellowship
in our emphasis on…

JESUS, our focus
PRAISE, our response
HEALING, our benefit
...all to the glory of God our Father!

How to Offer Financial
Support to CFFM
1) Through our website, www.cffm.org/giving
(one-time or recurring gift)
2) By texting a donation amount to (937)502-2999 (one-time credit card input)

Check www.cffm.org to find pastors, contacts and homechurches
near you. Feel free to contact any of them or our staff so that we can
support you and your local faith community in personal growth and
in cultivating the life of the Lord Jesus Christ in our world.
I pray that your partnership with us
in the faith may be effective in deepening your understanding
of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ.
Philemon 1:6 (NIV)
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3) By regular mail to CFFM,
1575 W. State Route 571, Tipp City, OH 45371
(check/money order)
4) By CFFM donation envelopes
available from our main office

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
SUPPORT THAT MAKES ALL
OUR WORK POSSIBLE!

MEMORIES FROM...

FAMILY CAMP
PILGRIM PINES
SWANZEY, NEW HAMPSHIRE

AUGUST 2019
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So I imagine I would have been pretty absorbed in my own
physical pain.

read Acts 16 a few days ago. I’ve been working on imagining myself in Bible stories, and this one became very
real to me.

And in addition to that, Paul and Silas had been doing the
Lord’s work! This was their reward? I wonder what I would
have been feeling: Anger at God for allowing this? Self pity?
Fear of what might happen next?

It’s the story of Paul and Silas in a town called Philippi.
They were there because Paul had had a dream in which a
man asked them to come to Macedonia. Upon arriving in Philippi, they
found a place of prayer on a riverbank
By Ellen Fowler
and talked with the women who were
Tipp City, Ohio
there. One of them, Lydia, was interested – it says the Lord opened her
heart to pay attention to what Paul
was saying. (Note to self: ask God to
open my heart when other people are
speaking words I need to hear!)
Lydia was so touched by what
she heard that she got baptized
and invited them to stay with
her while they were in Philippi.
What a blessing for everyone,
including Paul and Silas!
It seems that Paul and Silas
made a regular practice of going
to the same place of prayer every
day. One day they encountered a slave
girl with a spirit of divination, who
followed them and shouted that they
were servants of God who were telling
people how to be saved. Absolutely true!

THANKFULNESS
Above Circumstances
Having thought about all that, I was humbled by Paul and Silas. They prayed. They sang. They rejoiced. They counted it joy
to be persecuted in the name of Jesus. They did all this, not
knowing what would happen next, or how long they would be
in that cold dank cell without food or care or friends.

But after she’d done it for a few days, Paul
got angry. I wonder if he saw the torment
the girl was in, and wanted to see her free.
In any case, he told the spirit to leave her,
and it was gone. I bet her life changed from
that day onward.

Jesus was enough for them.
Then, hallelujah! God breaks through, with an earthquake that
shakes the chains off every one of the prisoners and makes every cell door fly open. The jailer is ready to kill himself in disgrace, when Paul yells out, “We’re all here!”

But her owners now had no way to make money from her.
They dragged Paul and Silas to the magistrates and accused
them of teaching Jewish customs which were against the law
in a Roman colony. (Keep in mind that Paul and Silas were
preaching Jesus...) The entire crowd turned against them,
and the magistrates commanded that they be beaten with
rods.

Would you have stayed if you were Paul or Silas? I hope I
would have been connected with God enough to stay if he told
me to – but on my own, I would have been out of there in a
heartbeat.

Have you ever watched a movie where someone is being beaten? Whenever I do, I flinch every time the whip snaps across
the person’s back and drags the flesh away. Acts 16 says that
Paul and Silas were beaten “with many blows.” What a radically different result than when Lydia believed!

And Paul and Silas weren’t the only ones who stayed – all the
other prisoners did too! Why? Could it have been that they
were changed by hearing Paul and Silas sing and pray for hours
on end, despite the pain in their bodies and the horrible conditions surrounding them? Imagine being another prisoner, miserable, angry – and hearing Paul and Silas give thanks. We
know the jailer and his whole household got saved as a result of
this incident – I wonder how many of the other prisoners did
too?

Then they were thrown in prison, in a cell within a cell, with
their feet in shackles. There they sat, backs torn open, bruises
rising all over their bodies. Cold metal around their ankles.
The taste of blood in their mouths; blood thickening around
their wounds. Damp air, cold stone floor, putrid smells, rats,
flies.

Thinking about this story has made me desire to spend more
and more of my life giving thanks. I want to get to the point
where thankfulness is my default – regardless of what’s going
on in my body, regardless of my circumstances. I can quote
many Bible verses about thankfulness, as I’m sure many of you
can. It’s my prayer that those verses move out of my head into
my whole being – that I can live in thanksgiving every day.

When I put myself into that situation, I could imagine my
reaction. This is partly because I’ve undergone a couple of
painful surgeries in the last 18 months. I get tired of hurting.
I’m very aware of the pain in my body – it’s often more real
to me than God, or at least more at the center of my thoughts.
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Love Like Jesus Loves

Day in the Word/Parker, CO
Wayne Clapp
Jim & Belinda Kaplan

Families,
Friends
&
Fellowships

MAKE IT - TAKE IT
JEWELRY PARTY
September 2019/CFF/Tipp City, OH

Mike & Judi Magel
with Author & Speaker,
Roberts Liardon
Spring 2019 / Orlando, FL
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T

he Christian life is a beautiful interweaving of the
instantaneous and the ongoing; an inspired blend
of things that are miraculous and things that are
continuous. Some of God’s blessings come to us in a
moment of time; other blessings come over a period of
time, maybe even a lifetime. By understanding the balance of
these sacred realities, we can overcome the impatience, frustration and anxiety that can challenge our prayer lives.
Immediate Answers
Confident children tend to
make requests to loving
parents with fearless anticipation. God’s children
should also pray with the
radical expectation that
results are coming right
away. “If you believe, you
will receive whatever you
ask for in prayer” (Matthew 21:22, NIV). If our
motives are right (James
4:3), why shouldn’t we ask
the Father for our prayers
to be answered as we
speak? God’s love toward
us is spectacular! Our
requests should be as
outlandish as his love!
Mark’s gospel is known for
getting right to the point.
One example is its use of
the word “immediately.”

ing me not to be impatient or discouraged while the designed
vision was gradually being assembled. Our lives are also
“Under Construction.” And a faithful life of prayer, over time,
carries us through to maturity and completion.
The Gospel of Luke describes Jesus instructing his disciples
how to pray (Luke 11:1-4). In the very next verses, Jesus
tells a parable where prayer was answered because of
“shameless persistence
and insistence” (Amplified
Bible - Classic). Using
strong language, Jesus said
that the man’s sheer brash
impudence brought his
answer to prayer! This is
how the Lord taught his
followers how to pray!
Only then in that chapter
do we come to the familiar
commands, “Ask (and keep
on asking), seek (and keep
on seeking), knock (and
keep on knocking)...”

PATIENCE
in PRAYER

When Answers Haven’t Come Yet
By Kevin Guigou ~ Vandalia, OH

Mark 1:42 (NASB)
Immediately the leprosy left him and he was
cleansed.

will one day find an open door.

Luke 11:9 (The Passion
Translation)
So it is with your prayers.
Ask and you’ll receive.
Seek and you’ll discover.
Knock on heaven’s door,
and it will one day open for
you. Every persistent
person will get what he
asks for. Every persistent
seeker will discover what
he needs. And everyone
who knocks persistently

In prayer, let’s press in! Needing to continue in prayer about
something doesn’t mean that we lack faith (trust) in God or
are outside of his will. To the contrary, tenacious petitioning
exhibits our faith! We go to God with every burden and challenge until they are lifted. We faithfully lay our questions and
confusion on the altar of the Father’s heart.

Mark 5:29, 42 (NASB)
Immediately the flow of her blood was dried up; and she
felt in her body that she was healed of her affliction. …
42 Immediately the girl got up and began to walk, for she
was twelve years old. And immediately they were completely astounded.

Luke 18:1 reminds us that we “ought always to pray and not
lose heart.” The next verses continue by telling of Jesus’ parable in which he taught about prayer requiring persistence in
“crying out to God night and day” (Luke 18:2-8). In his heavy
sorrow before his death, Jesus persisted in prayer three times
that his Father would “take this cup away” from him (Matthew
26:36-44). And the Apostle Paul also cried out to the Lord
Jesus three times to remove his thorn in the flesh (2 Corinthians 12:7-9). Epaphras was constantly “wrestling in his prayers” on behalf of the believers in Colosse (Colossians 4:12).

Mark 10:52 (NASB)
And Jesus said to him, "Go; your faith has made you well."
Immediately he regained his sight and began following
Him on the road.
Answers that Take Time
Some supplications to God require patient endurance. At
times, to understand certain upheaval in our lives requires a
season of intimate, persevering conversation with him. The
timeframe of prayer is “until it comes to pass.” It’s possible
for God to tell us when an answer will come, but often we
don’t know whether or not a petition will be answered
promptly. Either way, we’re prepared to ask for immediate
results and also to “pray without ceasing” about any issue (1
Thessalonians 5:17).

It’s obvious to us that we rely on the power of the Holy Spirit
and the name of Jesus Christ when confronting demons or
combating disease. But God also gave us that same supernatural muscle to energize our prayers with endurance, faithfulness and resolve over the long haul (Colossians 1:11).

If a request to God entails additional time, then we should be
like the manure-covered little boy, shoveling through a barn,
who kept shouting with anticipation, “There MUST be a pony
in here somewhere!” Lord, teach us how to actively maintain
a peaceful and powerful expectation in our prayers, without
impatience, frustration or anxiety over the long haul.

Some answers to prayers (or claims for healing)
come immediately; others require persistence. Both
are godly and require faith. Both are accomplished by
spiritual might and revelatory direction.
Those answers that arrive quickly are exciting
reminders of God’s sovereign power. Prayers that
take time cultivate a deeper relationship of intimacy
between the believer and our beloved Provider.

During a 25-year career as an architect, I spent plenty of time
on messy job sites while a project was in many months of being built. During those experiences, I felt the Lord was teach-

7

Memories
from…

8

YES! CAMP 2019

TIPP CITY, OHIO / JULY-AUGUST 2019 / ENCOUNTER THE KINGDOM!
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C

hristian Family Fellowship conducted its 22nd annual YES! 2019 youth conference from July 30th to
August 4th at our Tipp City church facilities. YES!
stands for “Youth Excelling Spiritually,” and this
year’s theme was “Encounter the
Kingdom!” Teens and young
adults from nearly every state in
the country have been attending
these yearly events since 1998.
This summer, 75 campers and 35
crew members came together
from 20 states (as far away as
Alaska) to rally around likeminded faith in Jesus Christ.
Campers ranging in age
from 12 to 25 were stirred
by eighteen lively speakers
who provided Biblical and
practical encouragement to
the personal and cultural
challenges facing today’s
youth. This year’s
special guest speaker was Pastor Drazaun “Dra” Greenwood, a dynamic
inner-city youth
minister from Love
and Unity Outreach
Church Ministries,
Long Beach, California.

canoeing, bowling, campfires, skits, dance night, team
games, testimonial videos and meals with singing.
Camper Molly Kydland from Massachusetts said, “The genuine, caring people at YES!
Camp make me feel so loved
and appreciated despite my mistakes. I don't have to worry
about being judged, which
makes it so much easier to grow
and learn how to show my love
for others like Jesus Christ
does.”

Memories from…

YES! CAMP
JULY-AUGUST 2019

Learning to encounter
the Kingdom together!

“YES! Camp is
such a joyous place
to find the Lord!”
said Luke Scharfenberger
from Colorado, who along
with Michael Burrows,
assisted Camp Director
Tonia Shroyer. Alyssa
Barney from Tennessee
shared, “I like meeting all
the people. Before they
have met you, they already care about you, and
no one will judge you.”

Chez Browne from Georgia
commented, “I enjoyed being
able to instantly connect
with kids of all different
ages and being able to pour
into their lives while also
learning from them.” Corey
Green from Florida added,
“Camp was run with structure, while leaving room for
God’s Spirit to
move and work!”
“I love the community that is
brought together
simply by the love
shared by everyone. It inspires me
to live in that
same strong love
daily,” said Emily
Bloomer, a Virginia attendee.
Founded in 1996, Christian Family Fellowship is a world-wide
interdenominational Christian
ministry, with home office in
Tipp City. Our local church and
broader faith community are dedicated to promoting Jesus as its

focus, praise as its response, and
healing as its benefit... all
to the glory of God.

“I love watching the kids
change, grow and bond together,” said Alyssa’s mom, Sherry.
“Also, being on the camp crew,
I love meeting new people,
working side by side with them,
and in a short time becoming a
team to serve the campers. It is
a privilege to be a part of it!”

Support from around the
country has been strong for
this event since it began.

Next year’s
YES! Camp will
be held from
July 28 to
August 2, 2020.

Other activities included times
of music and praise, small
group discussions, swimming,

Scholarships are available.
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YES! CAMP 2020

YOUTH EXCELLING SPIRITUALLY

“YES” stands for Youth Excelling Spiritually. Young followers of Jesus want
to excel in their spiritual walk of love and power. They want to say “YES!”
to God’s invitation for youth to live for him.

TUESDAY, JULY 28—SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2020
WHO:
WHERE:
COST:

12 thru 25 years old
Christian Family Fellowship
1575 W. State Route 571, Tipp City, Ohio 45371
$295 per attendee

A “what to bring” list & other information will be sent to you
Camp Arrival: Tuesday, July 28, 3:00—6:00 PM; dinner provided for campers
Camp Ends: Sunday, August 2nd after Sunday Morning Fellowship
Airport pick-up available at Dayton International Airport only
For more information contact: Sarah Mullens 937-669-3090/sarah@cffm.org
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: July 1, 2020

AGE AS OF 7/28/20:

Emergency Contact Phone #’s:

(Register online at www.cffm.org/events, or send your above info and check to CFFM, 1575 W. State Route 571, Tipp City, OH 45371)
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The Messengers For Christ 8
Commitment:

MESSENGERS
for
CHRIST 8

As a Messenger For Christ, I commit
myself to:
Speak in tongues the first thing in the morning
when I arise.
Assemble and maintain a lift list (a prayer list
to include the other MFC; to be used daily).
Spend at least 15 minutes in God’s Word, reading the Scriptures every day.
Read the Messengers For Christ Handbook 8
lesson for the day and the daily email communication.
Speak God’s Word to one new person each
week.

100-DAY
TRAINING
ADVENTURE
January 1
thru
April 9, 2020

Registration Deadline:
December 25, 2019

VALIANT

FOR THE

TRUTH

As a Messenger For Christ 8
I anticipate:
Being faithful to my commitment.
Learning more about keeping God in my
thinking with prayer and praise.
Learning more about receiving strength
and comfort from God’s Word.
Learning more about overcoming the inertia of not speaking.
Learning more about operating all nine
manifestations.
Learning more about telling my personal
story of deliverance and victory.
Using my Messenger for Christ Handbook 8
every morning and every evening.
Developing my intimacy with God and my
Lord Jesus Christ so that whether I face weal
or woe, my love for and commitment to them
never fluctuates.

The Commitment of CFF to
the Messengers For Christ 8:
Personal, daily prayer support.

To sign up, contact
Wayne Clapp
wgccff2@aol.com
850-982-3343

Messengers For Christ 8 is a spiritual training adventure of
Christian Family Fellowship Ministry. It is a commitment to discipline
oneself to incorporate prayer and praise, reading God’s Word, speaking
God’s Word, deliberate and purposeful giving, and fellowshipping with
the saints into one’s lifestyle.
The Main Thrust of this 100-day Messengers For Christ 8 adventure
is to become even more valiant for the truth. We will fortify the
importance of truth as the foundation of our lives and continue to grow
more valiant in our exercise of it. We owe our heavenly Father our
allegiance, and we follow in the valiant steps of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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A curriculum on Valient for the Truth and encouragement to develop daily devotional habits.
Daily email/phone contact from the training
coordinators.
The Goals of the CFF Messengers for
Christ 8:
To develop habit patterns of prayer and praise,
reading God’s Word, speaking God’s Word,
deliberate and purposeful giving, and fellowshipping with the saints.
To cultivate fruit of the spirit by operating
manifestations of the spirit.
To grow in relationship with God and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

I

wasn’t sure exactly what to expect at the Jammin’ Under the Stars outdoor concert and gathering at the edge
of the beautiful Black Forest in Elizabeth, Colorado.
The evening temperature was comfortable – not too hot, not
too cold – and the backdrop was stunning. It was a perfect
summer evening with just a few wisps of clouds visible above
the treetops surrounding our circle of friends, family, neighbors, and newcomers. The atmosphere was inviting, casual,
warm and friendly, and everyone was at ease.

fulness of the surroundings. I often smiled as I heard the unmistakable, bubbling laughter of my best friend and dear soulsister of 35 years. And I secretly enjoyed the attention when
she made me stand up with the August birthday people so the
crowd could sing “Happy Birthday” to us. She doesn’t miss
much, that one!

The second half of the evening began when Scott Powell took
the microphone and began to play his special brand of beautiful
music. I can’t explain
There was an abunwhat I felt when Scott bedance of food and
gan to sing and play exdrink, and every decept to say that it was as
tail had been thought
if my heart, soul, and
through, right down
body were being bathed
to outdoor lights to ilin warm honey – sweet,
A simple time of music, friendship & fellowship
luminate a footpath. I
soothing, relaxing, upliftat the home of Jim & Belinda Kaplan
was greeted with ening… I felt loved and
thusiastic hugs,
blessed. I could feel my
By Chere Poole, Colorado Springs, CO
laughter, and invitabody physically relax, as
tions to sit and visit.
if I’d released a breath I
Tensions were left at the door and it seemed we all looked
didn’t realize I’d been holding. There’s something uniquely
forward with great anticipation for what lay ahead. We were
beautiful about the way that man ministers with his songs – it’s
not to be disappointed!
like he sprinkles holy tenderizer on my heart.

Jammin’ Under
the Stars

The evening began as the stars came out and began to twinkle in the night sky, with Tim Stiles setting the mood by
playing cover tunes on his acoustic guitar. I smiled and sang
along, both in my head and out loud at times. These were
“oldies but goodies” that everyone enjoyed; upbeat, happy,
feel good tunes about love, friendship, devotion, and family.
There was an especially sweet moment when he dedicated a
special love song to his wife, Kathy, and told the crowd how
much she meant to him and how thankful he was for her.
At times I sat and chatted with friends; at other times I just
sat and listened to the wonderful music, taking in the peace-

As I look back on the evening, I recall a collection of moments
that made it special, snapshots in time I’ll look back on and
treasure. A conversation, a smile, a hug, a certain song, watching a mother and daughter embrace, seeing an unexpected
guest clearly enjoying the night.
The verse that best sums up the experience for me is Psalm
133:1: “Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers
dwell in unity” (ESV). I think it’s fitting that this is a “song of
ascents, a song of David”. It truly was a sweet, tender, unifying,
uplifting evening of love, friendship, fellowship, and worshipping God with song. ~ ~ ~

Day in the Word
Encounter the Kingdom!
Orlando, FL / September 2019
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n Revelation 3:15-20 (KJV), Jesus said, “I know thy
works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou
wert cold or hot...”

the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to
our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8 For my thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
saith the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my
thoughts than your thoughts.

How do I keep the fire lit? How do I stay passionate?
... 17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that
thou art wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked: 18 I
counsel thee to buy of me
gold tried in the fire, that
thou mayest be rich; and
white raiment, that thou
mayest be clothed, and
that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear;
and anoint thine eyes with
eyesalve, that thou mayest
see. 19 As many as I love, I
rebuke and chasten: be
zealous therefore, and repent.
20 Behold, I stand at the
door, and knock: if any
man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come
in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me.

How can I not be excited if I
am thinking His thoughts
and following His ways?

KEEPING
FIRE LIT
THE

By Tom Dill
Hollansburg, OH

Isaiah 55:10, 11
For as the rain cometh down,
and the snow from heaven,
and returneth not thither,
but watereth the earth, and
maketh it bring forth and
bud, that it may give seed to
the sower, and bread to the
eater: 11 So shall my word be
that goeth forth out of my
mouth: it shall not return
unto me void, but it shall
accomplish that which I
please, and it shall prosper in
the thing whereto I sent it.
Our confidence in the Word
will determine how much we
use it. Will it prosper where
we send it? As I build my
relationship with the Father
and our Lord Jesus, my confidence in their ways will
grow. When I stay close to
the fire, I will stay warm.

When I struggle in this area,
it’s because I have allowed
something to keep me from
hearing the Lord’s voice
clearly – or maybe not at
all. Sometimes I want to be
the shepherd and not the
sheep.

John 15:4, 5
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit
of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except
ye abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth
much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

I am reminded of Daniel. When the enemy tried to get between him and his God, what did Daniel do? He continued
to worship openly. I understand it’s not so important that
others see me worship, but it is important that I am humble
enough to worship. When I worship, I am demonstrating
that there is a higher authority than me.

I know that just by myself, I will blow hot and cold. Fellowship with others helps keep me encouraged and desiring to
fight “the good fight of faith.” But for me, that is still not
enough.

James 4:6-7
But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. 7
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you.

Hope is also vital if my fire is going to stay bright. Knowing
that God is good always and learning to trust more in my
Savior, my Lord Jesus, and receiving his counsel, gives me
hope. Speaking of hope... Trusting that he is coming back,
and looking for his return, does something supernatural!

When I started writing this article, I had no intention of
writing about pride as an issue that causes separation from
our Father and Brother. But I am instructed to bring every
thought captive.

I John 3:2, 3
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.
3And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.

II Corinthians 10:5
Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ

2 Corinthians 4:1
Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not

God’s thoughts and God’s ways are what need to be present
in my mind. When I get lazy or complacent in my mind, my
thoughts and my ways will be in control. That’s not good!

Be confident that as he has called you into his church, his
supply will be sufficient. What you need to do his business
will be available.

Isaiah 55:6-9
Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon
him while he is near: 7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and

Rest in him.
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