
 

 

 
 

D ear Everlasting Family, 

Even though God’s children are saved by 
grace and motivated by love, the Scrip-
tures also show another remarkable in-

centive for us to walk in obedience. That extra 
stimulus is described as rewards of inheritance, 
which God reckons toward our future heavenly 
account as we walk faithfully. We are redeemed by 
Christ’s work—and rewarded by our work. 

Sara and I went out to a restaurant with friends 
recently. One topic of conversation was the differ-
ence between paying for the meal and adding a tip 
for our server. In our culture, some level of tipping 
is somewhat expected, but the gratuity is intended 
to be a “bonus blessing” for a job done well.  

Even though the customer is already paying for a 
dining experience, they are also glad to express 
additional appreciation to a diligent server. The 
waitstaff themselves are delighted to receive an 
extra reward for putting their heart into serving 
the customer. Even though their employment is 
established, any tips and bonuses received for 
heartfelt efforts are in the category of “above and 
beyond.” 

We wouldn’t refuse rewards from a loving Father 
any more than a waiter or waitress would refuse a 
tip. What an insult to the giver that would be! But 
our lives are so focused on the free, unmerited 
grace of God that sometimes we struggle with the 
idea of being rewarded for our good works.  

It’s natural for us to think, “I don’t need future re-
wards in the heavenly kingdom; being with God 
and Jesus will be plenty.” Or, “I’m only motivated 
by my love for Jesus, not by accumulating extra 
blessings”—but it was God’s own idea to allow us 
to merit additional rewards for our steadfast ser-
vice to his name. Living with rewards in mind is a 
vital part of our life of worship.  

The story of redemption goes like this: God invites 
us into his family. We accept. He saves us. We re-
spond with faithful obedience in this life, while he 
richly blesses us along the way. Then, he not only 
gives us entry into a redeemed heaven and earth, but 
he also rewards us for the diligent efforts and sac-
rifices that we dedicated to his glory.  

Scripture doesn’t describe the specific nature of 
our rewards in detail, but it’s clear that what we do 
for the kingdom now sets a pattern for our future 
                  (continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1)  

“treasures in heaven,” including 
types of serving, responsibilities and 
authority to reign with God and his 
son in paradise (Revelation 22:3-5). 
There will be joyful work to do in a 
restored heaven and earth, just like 
there was in Eden’s perfect garden 
before the fall of man (Genesis 1:26-
29; 2:15).  

The Bible often speaks of our earned 
rewards that are “reserved” or “laid 
up in heaven,” which means that the 
Lord is keeping record of our devot-
ed labor done for him.  

Matthew 6:19-21 (ESV) 
Do not lay up for yourselves treas-
ures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy and where thieves 
break in and steal, 20 but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven 
[rewards tallied in God’s realm], 
where neither moth nor rust de-
stroys and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. 21 For where 
your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also. 

In Matthew 5:11-12, Jesus promised, 
“Great is your reward in heaven” (in 
God’s realm) for standing through 
persecution. Matthew 5:19 shows 
that God’s people will receive differ-
ent levels of rewards based on their 
obedience to God’s commands (see 
also Matthew 9:29-30; 18:1-4; 19:27-
28; 25:14-30). 

2 Timothy 4:7-8 (AMP) 
I have fought the good and worthy 
and noble fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith ... 8 In the 
future there is reserved for me the 
[victor’s] crown of righteousness 
[for being right with God and doing 
right], which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will award to me on that 
[great] day—and not to me only, 

but also to all those who have loved 
and longed for and welcomed His 
appearing. 

The motive of our sacred labor is 
also a factor in accumulating re-
wards. Going through the motions or 
obeying heartlessly or selfishly isn’t 
worthy of any prize. It’s still God’s 
grace that even offers us “extra cred-
it.” Our efforts for rewards must be 
in love by faith. 

In our childhood, we quickly realized 
that we were built to look forward to 
blessings coming our way. It’s built 
into us not only to be ethically moti-
vated but also by special things 
promised for us in the future. That’s 
the nature of a hope or a promise. It’s 
not wrong to be inspired by the po-
tential of being rewarded.  

The hope of eternal rewards is like a 
loving dad promising his kids an ice 
cream party after they work together 
to clean out the garage. He and mom 
are already providing for all the 

needs of the family, yet they add a 
bonus treat to even further motivate 
their children to accomplish a pro-
ject for the good of all. Our Father 
“spoils” us with visions of extrava-
gance to help us persevere in our 
labors of love! 

1 Corinthians 3:12-15 (ESV) 
Now if anyone builds on the foun-
dation [Jesus Christ] with gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
straw— 13 each one's work will 
become manifest, for the Day [of 
judgment] will disclose it, be-
cause it will be revealed by fire, 
and the fire will test what sort of 
work each one has done. 14 If the 
work that anyone has built on the 
foundation survives, he will re-
ceive a reward. 15 If anyone's 
work [wasted living] is burned 
up, he will suffer loss [of potential 
rewards], though he himself will 
be saved, but only as through fire. 

2 Corinthians 5:9b-10 (ESV) 
... we make it our aim to please 
him. 10 For we must all appear 
before the judgment seat [be ma] 
of Christ, so that each one may 
receive what is due for what he 
has done in the body, whether 
good or evil [see also Romans 
14:10-12]. 

What we do in this life has an ever-
lasting impact on the richness of 
our experience in the future king-
dom.  
In Revelation 22:12, Jesus promised, 
“Behold, I am coming quickly! I bring 
my reward with me to repay every-
one according to their works.” Chris-
tians are already declared legally 
righteous in the courts of heaven. 
But Scripture also describes a sense 
of sacred accountability in which the 
faithfulness our lives will be justly 
evaluated for breath-taking rewards! 

With expectation, 
Kevin Guigou 

Colossians 3:24b 
you will receive the reward of  

the inheritance 

1 Corinthians 9:25b 
we run our race to win a victor’s 

crown that will last forever 

James 1:12b 
receive the crown of life  

that the Lord has promised  
to those who love him 

1 Peter 5:4 
when the Chief Shepherd appears, 

you will receive the crown of  
glory that will never fade away 

1 Thessalonians 2:19 
the crown in which we will glory  
in the presence of our Lord Jesus 

when he comes 
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renewed celebration, praising God together! 
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for the most  

up-to-date info: 
 

www.cffm.org 
 

We encourage all of God’s 
people to get together freely 
and often to minister God’s 
love and truth to each other, 
to cultivate spiritual maturity 
and to develop a meaningful  

faith-community. 

 
What Can  
We Do for 
You Today?  

 
Join our live Sunday 
Morning Service by  
Live Streaming at 

cffm.org/ 
live-streaming 

CELEBRATING  
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& HEALING  
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themselves.  If we don’t do our job and 
teach them right from wrong, the world 
will, and the results will not be biblical!  
Jesus talks about having child-like believ-
ing (Mat 18:3).  Children easily believe 
what their parents teach them: they don’t 
understand the concept of being deceived 
until they learn or experience it.  When 
they are young, you have a unique oppor-
tunity to plant seeds of truth and wisdom 
in them that God promises will take hold 
and grow. 

Not all families will look the same, but all 
parents are called to raise their children.  
If you are a parent, you have specifically 
and explicitly been called to instruct them 
in righteousness.  I will venture right now 
to say that your primary calling and, in-
deed, your ministry is to raise those chil-
dren!  Many times in my life I have found 
myself praying to Father and asking if I am 
doing the things He wants me to; asking if 
I am walking in the path that He has put 
forth for me, or if I should be doing more 
for the Kingdom.  The closer I draw to 
Him, the more I know that my primary 
calling is to lead and raise my family first! 

We are not supposed to be ignorant of the 
devil’s devices (2 Cor 2:11), and we are 
called to teach our children the same.  
When God created the heavens and the 
earth, He spoke!  When he created Adam, 
he breathed the breath of life!  When He 
gave instructions to Adam and Eve, he did 
so with a plan and a purpose.  We can do 
the same within our family and for our 
children. 

Proverbs 22:6 
Train up a child in the way he should go: 
and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it. 

When we as parents teach our children 
God’s Word, we are doing His will.  When 
we teach our kids what is right and true, 
we are standing against the devil and his 
corruption.  When we teach our children 
what is good and what is evil, we are pre-
paring them to go into the world to be 
lights for the Kingdom of God.  Teaching 
them with clarity what a proper family 
looks like sets them up to do the same.  
Let’s take a stand, raise our children, and 
expect that God’s Word will come to pass 
for them.  We need to expect that we are 
setting them up for a successful life, that 
His words will stick in their hearts, and 
that they will not depart from it! 

F 
rom the very beginning, God has painted a clear picture of His proper 
design of the family, and the devil is always seeking to destroy that 
picture.  He seeks to corrupt and twist it out of recognition so that 
there is no discernible remnant of what the Father made and ordained 

from the beginning.  In this day and age, those of us who have eyes to see and 
ears to hear can see the corruption of the design of family that the world would 
paint for us — men with men, women with women, the fabricated idea of addi-
tional genders.  The world uplifts and glorifies these dark and twisted concepts 
by painting an attractive picture of them through television, books, schools, 
and even the 
news. 

When God creat-
ed His people, He 
gave them the 
knowledge and 
instruction they 
needed to lead 
fruitful and suc-
cessful lives, and 
we are called to 
do the same for 
our offspring.  As 
people who are 
equipped with 
Holy Spirit, we 
can ask that our 
eyes are opened, 
and we will see 
and discern be-
tween good and 
evil around us.  
We as parents 
are called by God 
to paint a picture 
to our kids, 
through both 
words and ac-
tions, of what a 
God-led family 
looks like. 

When God creat-
ed Adam and 
Eve, He put them 
together and 
called them to be 
fruitful, multiply, 
and replenish the earth (Gen 1:28).  When God placed in us a new creation of 
Holy Spirit, He pulled us out of the darkness and into the light (1 Pet 2:9).  For 
those of us who are parents, God has explicitly placed us in a holy and ordained 
position of authority: we are given direction to lead our family and show the 
world around us what a family is truly supposed to be. 

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 
And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And 
thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and 
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 

We have been called into the light, and we are supposed to bring our children 
there also.  It is a devilish idea to let them grow up and decide what is right by 

Take a Stand  
for Your Family 
By Jeremy Leisy 
North Carolina 

Jeremy is a happily married father of four living with his family in North Carolina.  Jeremy and his wife Mallory are both  
ordained ministers who co-host a podcast dedicated to all things marriage and raising children in God’s true Word (The Vine, 

www.thevinepodcast.net).  When he is not spending time with his family or working at his job as a software architect,  
he enjoys riding motorcycles and reading nerdy sci-fi novels. 
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As I took off my wedding rings (two separate rings) to 
place them in the ring dish I have next to my sink, they 
slipped from my hands.  Before I even had time to 
think, I yelled out, “In the name of Jesus!”  I didn’t hear 
them drop into the ceramic sink.  Can you guess where 
those two rings ended up? Not down the sink! They 
were perfectly placed directly on the ring stem — both 
of them!!! I felt Jesus’ presence at that moment, and I 

knew he had done 
a miracle for me to 
show me that he 
was near. At that 
moment, I knew 
Jesus revealed 
himself to me. 

What started as a 
30-day “grow clos-
er to Jesus” chal-
lenge turned into a 
walk of growing 
closer to Jesus 
every day of my 
life and inviting 
him to be a guid-
ing light for rais-
ing my children.  
The more I learn 
about Jesus, the 
more I desire to 
raise my children 
to reflect the same 
qualities he 
showed when he 
walked this earth. 
As I have invited 
him to be Lord 
over my children, I 
have seen them 
call on him more 
themselves for the 

little things, such as bug bites or scrapes from falling. 
They have drawn closer to him because they see the fruit 
of what the name of Jesus can do! Praising Jesus through 
music has become an everyday occurrence in our home, 
and oh, what fruit we have seen from doing so! Our little 
ones have learned the lyrics to many praise and worship 
songs just by having it on in the background throughout 
the day.  On any given day, we find our children singing to 
the Lord as they are playing with their toys, riding their 
bikes or playing out in the yard.  It has almost become 
second nature to them!  

As we decided to actively invite Jesus to be Lord over our 
family, we have seen our entire family grow closer to the 
Father.  God put him at His right hand (Romans 8:34) and 
head of the Body of Christ for a reason, and you can see 
the fruit of that in your family also.  Invite him in! 

J esus, you are Lord over my family. These are words 
that I speak often. Every morning before my feet hit 
the ground, I declare that Jesus is Lord over my fami-
ly and my day. There was once a time in my life that I 

put Jesus on a shelf, on the back burner.  He was my sav-
ior and someone I highly adored, but I had never truly 
invited him in to be Lord over my life, and I most definite-
ly never spoke a word to him. 

These barriers I had placed around Je-
sus kept me from him for so many years 
until I began going to Father about my 
Lord Jesus Christ. I would ask permis-
sion to get closer to Jesus. I would ask if 
it was okay to truly follow our savior. 
God's answer was always, “YES!”  I then 
decided to take on a 30-day “grow clos-
er to Jesus” challenge that I created for 
myself. My goal was to receive Jesus on 
a different level than before. I was de-
termined to see how big of an impact he 
could have on my life within these 30 
days by putting his name continually on 
my lips. 

Psalm 116:2 
Because he hath 
inclined his ear 
unto me, there-
fore will I call 
upon him as long 
as I live.  

And so it began.  
Every morning, I spoke Jesus as Lord 
over my family and my day. I invited 
him into every second of my day and 
had his name on my lips from sunup to 
sundown. As I prepared food in the 
kitchen for my family, I would invite 
Jesus to take part in our supper. I went 
on strolls in the yard with Jesus, talking 
to him about anything and everything that popped into 
my head. I would take drives down the road and blare 
music to sing to him. During that month, I called on Jesus 
to heal the numerous bumps and scrapes that my chil-
dren collected. This became a special time connecting 
with Jesus because as I truly saw him as my Lord, and I 
realized that I CAN have a real relationship with him. 

Philippians 2:9-11 (NIV) 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and 
gave him the name that is above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknow-
ledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

The icing on the cake was when I was standing at my 
bathroom sink, preparing to wash my face for the night. 

Mallory is a homeschool mom of four children who has a love for the beach, a good cup of coffee, and old classic books. Mallory and 
her husband Jeremy are both ordained ministers who co-host a podcast dedicated to all things marriage and raising children in 

God’s true Word (The Vine, www.thevinepodcast.net).  She has a passion for spreading God's word on marriage and raising children. 

Jesus,  
Lord Over the 

Family 
                         

By Mallory Leisy 
North Carolina 
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Jesus saw them in boats on the water. 
Building a fire and cooking fish, the 
Lord called out inspired instructions 
for these expert fishermen to cast 

their net on one 
side of their 
boat. They 

caught a huge amount of fish! And 
they immediately recognized who 
gave the instructions due to the 
amount of fish caught.  

When they came to shore, Jesus asked 
Peter if he loved him more than the 
fish. He asked three times. With all the 
career choices and other cultural 
causes available, Jesus Christ repeat-
edly brought Peter’s attention back to 
witnessing about him and what was 
available because of his sacrifice.  
Their job was simply to spread the 
Good News. 

What's changed since Christ’s time on 
earth?  There are still military forces 
and colonies in the world. There are 
still corrupt politicians, sickness, 

A  few years ago, our ministry 
framed our annual theme as 
“Jesus To the World.” That 
phrase aligns with the final 

encouragements that Jesus made in 
the book of Acts before his ascension 
into the heavenlies.  

Acts 1:4,8,9 (KJV) 
... wait for the promise of the Father ... 
8... ye shall receive power, after that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 
of the earth. 9 And when he had spo-
ken these things, while they beheld, he 
was taken up; and a cloud received 
him out of their sight.  

These last instructions of Jesus before 
leaving the earth were for the disci-
ples to wait for the pouring out of the 
gift of the holy spirit and to be the 
Lord’s witnesses across the world. 
This great commissioning can still be 
our simple focus today. 

In Acts 1:6-7, disciples of Jesus asked 
him a question regarding the re-
establishment of the political power 
back to Israel from Roman dom-
inance. Israel had been under 
foreign rule from about 538 BC 
to 63 BC by the Persians and 
Greeks. Then the Romans took 
over from the Greeks in 63 BC. 
Political conflict was in people’s 
minds then, as it is today. 

The question asked in Acts 1:6-7 
was whether or not Jesus would 
restore the political power back to 
Israel now. But the Lord had a differ-
ent instruction for the disciplined fol-
lowers—his highest instructed folks 
and dear friends. They were told to 
wait for the power and manifest the 
love. Their instruction was that they 
not only teach it in Jerusalem and Ju-
dea but across the entire world. Histo-
ry shows that the apostle Thomas 
would travel to the southern tip of 
India to speak the Word and establish 
believers. 

A short time after the resurrection, 
some of the disciples decided to go 
back to fishing. The record in John 21 
says they fished all night and caught 
nothing. From the shore that morning, 

death, and other negative events.   We 
can have an impact on our communi-
ties by sharing God’s Word and bring-
ing the Good News. 

After the ascension, Saul 
violently persecuted the 
followers of Christ. He 
stood by as Stephen was 
stoned. When the ascend-
ed Christ told Ananias to 
go minister to Saul, Anani-
as responded to the Lord 
about “how much evil” 
Saul had done to the be-
lievers. Jesus said, “Go thy 
way: for he is a chosen 
vessel unto me, to bear 
my name before the Gen-
tiles, and kings, and the 
children of Israel.” Again 
the emphasis is on shar-
ing the Good News about 
Jesus Christ. 

Fast-forward to today. We 
are now a group of people 
filled with holy spirit. We 
can operate all nine mani-
festations. We are people 
who can speak about and 
lead people into the new 
birth and share the power 
of redemption. Our mes-
sage of deliverance is not 
about political factions 
but about healing hearts. 
It is not about partisan 

division but about “the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace.” 

We Christ-followers will have a varie-
ty of experiences that mold our secu-
lar preferences. We may have differ-
ing perspectives or feel called to bring 
God’s light into a range of societal 
causes. But let’s keep our primary 
focus on the last exhortations of Je-
sus ... to be witnesses across the world 
by walking in the fresh overflow of the 
spirit (Acts 1:8). 

Both ordained into Christian  
ministry, Dennis and his wife,  
Susan, serve as CFFM state  

contacts for Virginia. Married for 33 
years, they have three children, 

Rebekah, Micah and Abigail, each 
of whom are past participants at 

YES! Camp in Tipp City, Ohio. The 
Furrs live in Historic Manassas,  

Virginia. 

Not distracted from our mission: “Once you’ve received my power, be my witnesses.” 

    Final  
Encouragements  
       of Jesus 
                                                     By Dennis Furr 
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First-time camper Ana put it this way: “The biggest thing 
that blessed me at camp was the variety and different testi-
monies, and being able to listen to different people’s sto-
ries on how Jesus changed their hearts and renewed their 
lives.” 

We campers also set visions for the future, when we made 
our own “coats of arms.” Using a plethora of colors, we 
drew a shield that showed something we were proud of, 

something we wanted to 
do before we died, three 
strengths we have, and 
three challenges we are 
working on. Getting to do 
the shields in our Power 
Groups (think of it like 
our home fellowship or 
small group for the week) 

gave us opportunity to get to 
know each other on a deeper 

level, too. 

Washed in the River of 
Joy 

Behind the scenes, one of 
the catch phrases with 

camp is “everything is 
subject to change.” We set a 

structure and have plans in 
place, but there is always op-

portunity for God to change the 
game. 

However, one of 
the few traditions 
that has not 
changed over the 

years is 
the annu-
al canoe 
trip 
down the 

Stillwater River. 

This year, that trip ended with baptisms for those who 
wanted it. Pastor “Dre from L.A.” and camper-counselor 
Kristen prayed with, spoke over, and baptized anyone who 
desired to make that outward showing of an inner commit-
ment. 

From the youngest camper to one of our eldest staff mem-
bers, twenty people lined up in the river water. One of the 
campers described himself as feeling “fresh,” like a brand-
new person afterwards. The change comes in the heart, but 
sometimes a physical reminder can be powerful, too! 

That’s one of the reasons camp continues to be such a 
transformative part of our lives. God and Jesus can show up 
anywhere, but when our ears are open and our hearts are 
light, surrounded by people that we know love us, some-
thing special happens in those Ohio fields. 

H  “God loves you…but I’m His favorite!” was a re-
sounding cry throughout YES! Camp 2020. That 
sense of fun, coupled with a reminder of the 
love God has for us and the relationship Jesus 

wants with us, exemplifies what camp was all about. 

Like five-time camper 
Molly said, “The one 
thing that blessed me 
the most was being 
able to talk to friends 
and show God’s love to 
one another.” 

We started camp by 
learning who Jesus 
was and receiving his 
words of 
life and 
ended with 
an explo-
sion of the 
Father’s 
love and 
committing 
ourselves 
forward. In 
between, there was a fire 
show, homemade 
ice cream, swim-
ming, bowling, 
four-square (the 
unofficial camp 
game of choice), 
and lots of sing-
ing. 

Psalm 
100:1 
says, 
“Make a 
joyful 
noise unto the Lord…” and we did! We sang about His 
“Strong Love,” we did a conga-style line to “The River is 
Rising,” we prayerfully soaked (like quiet listening) 
with “We the Kingdom,” and then we just got goofy with 
songs about donkeys and jellyfish. 

We learned that even the non-spiritual has a spiritual side, 
like when Pastor Tom helped us use a song about a “Little 
Red Wagon” to tell the devil “NO, not today!” 

Smiles and Tears 

We also learned that Jesus shows up in the joyful side of 
life and the hurting side, too. We honored and remembered 
our late friend and camper Macie with skits, stories, tears, 
and smiles. 

We heard teachings about some heavy situations that peo-
ple had walked through, like that “valley of the shadow of 
death” King David wrote about in Psalms 23 , and we heard 
how God and Jesus walked them out of those situations. 

Overview of YES! Camp 2020 
Bonded With Christ 

By Joyell Nevins, CA 
CFFM Blogger 

 

God loves 
you… 

but I’m His 
favorite! 

By Joyell Nevins 
, CFF Blogger Escondido, CA 
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Memories from… 

YES! CAMP 2020 
TIPP CITY, OHIO / JULY-AUGUST 

BONDED WITH CHRIST! 
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 Thank you for your prayers and financial support that has allowed us to complete  
23 years of YES! Camps, rooting hundreds of teens and young adults in spirit-filled living since 1998. 
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The Atmosphere of Heaven 

By Patti Miller / Piqua, Ohio 

 

H 
ave you ever considered how even a “small” act of 
kindness can change someone’s life? One act of 
kindness can literally be lifesaving. Throughout my 

life, I’ve heard what some refer to as the golden rule, “Do unto 
others as you would have them do unto you.” That quotation 
is actually from Luke 6:31. 

Having had opportunities over 
the past few weeks to interact 
with people in need, I’ve come 
to realize what a difference 
acts of kindness can make in a 
person’s life. I wonder how of-
ten people in genuine need are 
either outright ignored or for-
gotten, which leads some to 
succumb to feelings of self-pity, 
loneliness or despair. 

Psalm 142:4 (NLT) 
I look for someone to come and 
help me, but no one gives me a 
passing thought! No one will 
help me; no one cares a bit 
what happens to me. 

Loving acts of kindness can 
change despair to hope, a fear-
ful heart to one filled with 
faith, change sorrow to joy, 
pain to comfort, anxiety-filled 
moments to “quiet seas”    
(Psalm 94:19; Luke 4:18-19; John 14:1; 
Ephesians 4:29; Philippians 4:6-7). 

One of the most often quoted and the 
greatest life-changing act of kindness, 
recorded in the written Word of God, is 
John 3:16. God so loved the world that he gave his only begot-
ten son. What an unselfish act of kindness that is still extend-
ed and exhibited to an undeserving world ... for God to allow 
his son to give his life as a ransom for all of mankind 
(Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45).  

There are numerous acts of kindness mentioned in Scripture.  

Titus 3:4-5 (NIV), “But when the kindness and love of God our 
Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous 
things we had done...”  

Ephesians 2:7-8 (CEV), “God expressed His kindness towards 
us in Christ Jesus, and we all were treated much better than 
we deserved.” 

Romans 2:4 tells us that it is the kindness of God that leads a 
person to change. That truly is life-changing kindness. 

1 Corinthians 13:4 reminds us that love is patient and kind. 
Kindness is also a fruit of the spirit (Galatians 5:22). 

When a person acts out of genuine kindness, they too are 
blessed (Proverbs 11:17). It is so personally gratifying to ex-
tend a kindness to others in their time of need. 

In Luke 18:35-43 and Mark 10:46-52, we find the healing ac-
count of a blind man named Bartimaeus. He so desired heal-
ing that he ignored the naysayers and continually cried out to 
Jesus, “Deal kindly with me!” Jesus responded by healing him. 

In Acts 3:1-10, we find the record of the healing of the 
lame man at the temple by Peter and John.  

In Acts 4:9, the healing of the lame man is referred to as 
an act of kindness. This healing act of kindness was so 

dramatic that even the lives 
of those who knew him or 
knew about him were affect-
ed in a powerful way. 

In Acts 9:36-42, we read 
about Tabitha, known for her 
kindness, who was raised 
from the dead by Peter. 

In Acts 28:1-10, Paul and his 
traveling companions literal-
ly received “a warm wel-
come” when they arrived on 
the island of Malta. It was a 
cold and rainy night when 
the inhabitants there built a 
fire to warm them and 
showed them extraordinary 
kindness. The hospitality ex-
tended to them was so great 
that they remained there for 
three entire months. In verse 
7, Publius, the governor of 
the island, invited Paul and 
his companions to stay at his 
home for three days—
another act of kindness.  

During his stay there, Paul 

prayed for Publius’ father who was sick in bed and healed 
him. Paul’s selfless and loving act of kindness (healing in 
this case) was so impactful that the rest of the sick on the 
island came to Paul. He healed them all as well. When 
Paul and his companions were set to depart the island, 
the grateful residents furnished everything that they 
needed for their continued travels by sea. 

In Galatians 4:13, we learn that Paul’s initial opportunity 
to share the Word of God with the Galatians, came about 
when an illness prevented him from traveling. Paul de-
scribed the kindness of the Galatian believers as them 
treating him like an angel of God, or even Christ Jesus 
himself. What an amazing description of the life-changing 
kindness he experienced. As a result, Paul was able to 
share the life-changing words of the Word of God with 
them. 

May we in our daily lives remember to be kind, tender-
hearted, and always forgiving (Ephesians 4:32). May we 
let our light so shine that our kind deeds glorify our Fa-
ther in heaven.  
 

“No man can do a truer kindness  
in this world than to pray for me.”   

~Charles Spurgeon~ 

 

Life-Changing 
Kindness 

 
By Jamil McGhee / Columbus, Ohio 
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to do that for me. It is our own re-
sponsibility to guard our own hearts.  

God always amazes me. When we ask 
him about the how or why behind his 
word he is never lax in guiding or di-
recting us. We just need to seek out 
his truth for the answers. The Lord 
took me to 2 Peter 1:3 (TPT), 
“Everything we could ever need for life 

and complete devotion to God has 
already been deposited in us by 

his divine power. For all this was lav-
ished upon us through the rich experi-
ence of knowing him who has called us 
by name and invited us to come to him 
through a glorious manifestation of his 
goodness.” 

God has already deposited in us all 
that we need in living out a godly life. 
We have this amazing treasure living 
in each of us. Thank you, Jesus! Many 
times we don’t guard this amazing 
treasure with utmost care. That ought 
not to be so! 2 Corinthians 4:7 (NLT) 
states, “We now have this light shining 
in our hearts, but we ourselves are like 
fragile clay jars containing this great 
treasure. This makes it clear that 
our great power is from God, not from 
ourselves.” 

O ur gracious Papa-God takes 
great care and concern 
about the condition of our 
hearts. That is why he says 

to us in Proverbs 4:23 (GWT), “Guard 
your heart more than anything else, 
because the source of your life flows 
from it.”  Another translation I like is 
the New American Standard Bible 
(NASB), 
“Watch over 
your heart with 
all diligence, for 
from it flows 
the springs of 
life.” 

The Hebrew 
translation of 
guard is “to 
watch, guard, 
keep above all 
keeping.” The 
heart is the 
very core of 
who we are as 
a person. It’s 
where our 
thoughts, feel-

ings (emotions), our desires, and even 
our choices begin. 

I was thinking about the areas of my 
life that I personally guard or watch 
over... my marriage, my family, and 
the relationships with my friends. 
However, in all my watching over and 
guarding, it’s my own heart that God 
says to guard more than anything 
else! He cares about our heart so 
much that he has given us keys as to 
how to do that. Some of those princi-
ples are revealed to us in verses 24-
26 of Proverbs 4. 

Let’s look again at the beginning of 
our verse as it reads, “guard your 
heart.”  We ourselves must guard and 
watch over our own hearts.  My hus-
band, friends, or pastor are not able 

Another verse that reveals this truth 
in 2 Timothy 1:14 (WNT), “That pre-
cious treasure which is in your charge, 
guard through the Holy Spirit who 
dwells in us.”  We have help in guard-
ing our hearts. Our help comes from 
the Lord by way of our holy spirit that 
dwells within. How awesome is that! 

Looking back at Proverbs 4:23, we 
must guard our 
heart more 
than anything 
else because the 
source of our life 
flows from it. 
There’s a con-
stant flowing of 
life in our hearts. 
And everything 
we do flows out 
of our heart. Our 
heart is like a 
reservoir where 
streams never 
stop flowing. 
Our hearts can’t 
be turned off; 
they can only be 
changed. It is up 
to you and me to 
be keenly aware 
of the streams 

that flow into our hearts because 
what we allow to flow in will surely 
flow out. 

Are there good, clean, pure streams of 
influence flowing into the reservoir of 
our hearts? Or are there tainted, pol-
luted streams flowing in? It says in 
Proverbs 27:19 (NIV), “As water re-
flects the face, so one’s life reflects the 
heart.”  Look at John 7:38 (NLT), 
“Anyone who believes in me may come 
and drink! For the scriptures declare, 
‘Rivers of living water will flow from 
his heart.’”  

Let’s drink in every bit of truth so that 
the reservoirs of our heart pour out 
the pure, refreshing, living water of 
life onto others! That means we must 
be vigilant in keeping guard over the 
great and precious treasure of our 
hearts. 

Jamil and Maria have a passion for outreach, and 
seeing people saved, whole, and delivered in all 

areas of their lives. They reside in Columbus, OH, 
and have three awesome young adult children. 

Guard your heart more than anything else  
because the source of your life flows from it.  Proverbs 4:23   

Guard Your Heart 
 

By Maria McGhee / Columbus, Ohio 
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Messengers for Christ 9 is  a  spir itua l tra in-
ing adventure of Christian Family Fellowship Min-
istry.  It is a commitment to discipline oneself to 
incorporate prayer and praise, reading God’s 
Word,  
speaking God’s Word, deliberate and purposeful 
giving, and fellowshipping with the saints into 
one’s lifestyle. 

The Main Thrust of this 100-day Messengers 
for Christ 9  adventure is developing our relation-
ship with God and His son so that we can walk in 
the steps of Jesus Christ and enjoy the pleasure of 
God’s company like Jesus did.  We will focus on 
Jesus’ healing ministry and learn to heal like he 
healed. 

The Messengers for Christ 9 Commitment: 

As a Messenger for Christ 9, I commit  
myself to: 

 Speak in tongues the first thing in the morning 
when I arise. 

 Assemble and maintain a lift list (a prayer list to 
include the other MFC; to be used daily). 

 Spend at least 15 minutes in God’s Word reading 
the Scriptures every day. 

 Read and execute the Messengers for Christ 
Handbook 9 lesson for the day. 

 Learn and use retemories (scripture retained in 
the memory). 

 Purpose in my heart (i.e. deliberate and decide) 
how I want to give each day. 

 Develop a habit pattern of meekness to God and 
His Word. 

As a Messenger for Christ 9 I anticipate: 

 Being faithful to my commitment. 

 Learning more about keeping God in 
my  
thinking with prayer and praise. 

 Learning more about receiving strength 
and comfort from God’s Word. 

 Learning more about overcoming the inertia 
of not speaking. 

 Learning more about operating all nine  
manifestations. 

 Learning more about telling my personal  
story of deliverance and victory. 

 Using my Messenger for Christ Handbook 9  
every morning and every evening 

 Developing my intimacy with God and my Lord 
Jesus Christ so that whether I face weal or woe, 
my love for and commitment to them never  
fluctuates. 

The Commitment of CFF to the Messengers 
for Christ 9: 

 Personal, daily prayer support. 

 A curriculum on Healing Like Jesus and how 
God’s mighty hand moves on behalf of 
His   people. 

 Daily email/phone contact from the training coordinators. 

 Suggestions for additional and optional weekly growth-producing 
activities. 

 The Goals of the CFF Messengers for Christ 9: 

 To develop habit patterns into your lifestyle: prayer and praise, read-
ing God’s Word, speaking God’s Word, deliberate and purposeful 
giving, and fellowshipping with the saints. 

 To cultivate fruit of the spirit by operating manifestations of the  
spirit. 

 To grow in relationship with God and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 To love and Heal Like Jesus did. 

MESSENGERS  
  
CHRIST 9 

for 

Heal Like 
Jesus 

To sign up, contact Wayne Clapp  
wgccff2@aol.com / 850-982-3343 

100-DAY TRAINING ADVENTURE 
January 1 thru April 10, 2021 
Registration Deadline: December 25, 2020 
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NEW LINDA YOUMANS  
MUSIC ALBUM:  

Renewed, Refreshed & Recharged 

Linda is very excited to make her newest CD available. 

The cost is $10 plus $2 shipping (we can mail up to four CDs with 

the $2 shipping). Why not buy an extra to bless your neighbor  

or a complete stranger!  

To get your copies, contact Carl at cyoumans43@gmail.com  

or call/text him at 419-305-2716. 

 

How to Offer Financial  
Support to CFFM 

 
 

1) Through our website, www.cffm.org/giving  
(one-time or recurring gift) 

2) By texting a donation amount to  
(937)-502-2999 (one-time credit card input) 

3) By regular mail to CFFM,  
1575 W. State Route 571, Tipp City, OH 45371 
(check/money order) 

4) By CFFM donation envelopes a va ila ble from 
our main office 

Jesus to the 
World! 

 

Since our beginning in 1996, we regularly hear 
from people who want to be actively associated 

with Christian Family Fellowship  
in our emphasis on… 
JESUS, our focus 

PRAISE, our response 
HEALING, our benefit 

...all to the glory of God our Father! 
 

Check www.cffm.org to find pastors, contacts and  
homechurches near you. Feel free to contact any of them 

or our staff so that we can support you and your local 
faith community in personal growth and in cultivating 

the life of the Lord Jesus Christ in our world. 

I pray that your partnership with us  
in the faith may be effective in deepening your  
understanding of every good thing we share  

for the sake of Christ. 
Philemon 1:6 (NIV) 

Thank you for your prayers and support that 
make all our ministry services possible! 

 

LADIES’ TEA! 
October 2020 

CFFM / Tipp City, OH 

2020 APPLING, GEORGIA ADVANCE  
October 2020 / Hosts: Justin & Elisa Demers 

The Guigous took love from Tipp City! 
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