
 

 

 

H ow much time do you spend thinking about 
the Word of God?  If you are having prob-
lems in any 
area of your 

life, that’s a question 
worth asking.  Are we 
paying attention to what 
we are thinking about?  
The devil cannot read our 
mind, but he sure can 
tempt us to think crazy 
thoughts and lies!   

Paul warns us in Ephe-
sians 2:3, “Among these 
we as well as you once 
lived and conducted our-
selves in the passions of 
our flesh [our behavior 
governed by our corrupt 
and sensual nature], 
obeying the impulses of 
the flesh and the thoughts 
of the mind...” (AMPC, 
Amplified Bible, Classic 
Edition). 

The devil will control our 
lives through our 
thoughts if we allow him 
to.  God has given us a 
powerful defensive weap-
on with His written Word.  
It reveals the truth of who 
we are and what we have.  
It dispels lies and dark-
ness.  Psalms reveals 
what can be ours if we 
invest our time in think-
ing about the ways of 
God. 

Psalm 1:2-3 (NIV) 
… but whose delight is 
in the law of the Lord, 
and who meditates on his law day and night. 3That 
person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does 
not wither— whatever they do prospers. 
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… I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it.    1 Peter 5:12 (NIV) 

How do we learn to renew our mind, to not freak out 
and to stand against the wiles of the devil?   

Mark 4:24 (AMPC) 
... Be careful what you are 
hearing. The measure [of 
thought and study] you 
give [to the truth you 
hear] will be the measure 
[of virtue and knowledge] 
that comes back to you—
and more [besides] will 
be given to you who hear. 

The world wants some-
thing for nothing but in 
the kingdom,  we reap 
what we sow. God multi-
plies whatever we give 
him (Luke 9:15-17, NIV). 

Who doesn’t enjoy hear-
ing others preach the 
Word of God, listening to 
CD’s or reading the Bible?  
Are we dedicated to mak-
ing the Word a disciplined 
part of our lives?  That 
includes what we think 
and speak about.  

Satan loves to detour us 
into dwelling on what is 
going wrong around us 
(our circumstances), but 
the real problem is what 
is going on inside of us 
(our thoughts). 

We are responsible for 
where our mind goes and 
what thoughts it holds. 
We should stop worrying 
about what others think. 
And let’s drop the habit of 
overthinking. Give your-

self a break! Jesus paid the price for us to receive what 
is ours. Peace that passes all understanding is one of 
those blessings…   
                       (continued on page 2) 

What 
Am I 

Thinking 
About? 

 
 

   Our Life Follows  
    the Thoughts  
     We Choose 
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(continued from page 1) 

John 14:27 (NIV) 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I 
give you. I do not give to you as 
the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid. 

Clear out fear and confusion in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Allow the 
Word of God to bring clarity and a 
settling to whatever is weighing on 
your mind. Forgive yourself, for-
give others and LET IT GO (Mark 
11:25, Amplified). Then it will be 
easier to absorb and retain the 
Word that we are meditating on.   

God’s Word reveals what right-
thinking consists of...  

Philippians 4:8 (AMPC) 
For the rest, brethren, whatever 
is true, whatever is worthy of rev-
erence and is honora-
ble and seemly, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely and lovable, whatever is 
kind and winsome and gracious, if 
there is any virtue and excellence, 
if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think on and weigh and  
take account of these things [fix 
your minds on them]. 

If we eat a bunch of junk food, it 
eventually makes us feel terrible. 
It’s the same with our minds. If we 
feed it a bunch of junkie thoughts 
and lies, it erodes our confidence 
and brings instability. Let’s take 
inventory of our minds and keep 
fresh thoughts that agree with the 
mind of Christ. 

In Ephesians 1:17-18, Paul prays 
that we believers would gain wis-
dom by having the eyes of our 
heart enlightened. When we re-
ceive Christ as our Savior, the gift 
of holy spirit comes to dwell in us.  
The holy spirit knows the mind of 
God.  Wisdom and revelation are 
imparted to our spirit, and our 
spirit then enlightens the eyes of 
our heart (mind). 

1 Corinthians 2:11 (AMPC) 
For what person perceives 

(knows and understands) what 
passes through a man’s thoughts 
except the man’s own spirit with-
in him? Just so no one discerns 
(comes to know and compre-
hend) the thoughts of God except 
the Spirit of God. 

The mind is in a normal, balanced 
state when it’s neither busy nor 
blank, but at rest. Concentration is 
needed for us to assimilate the 
Word of God into our hearts and to 
comprehend its meaning. Fatigue 
can affect our focus and compre-
hension and make it more difficult 
to resist the devil when he attacks 
our thoughts.  Speaking in tongues 
is a great way to settle our mind 
and rest our body. 

Let’s expect that God can and will 
do miraculous works for us and 
through us, like he did for Jesus. It 
starts with what we are thinking 
about.  Let’s get a new mindset.  
My favorite all-time verse is Luke 
1:37.  It reminds us that all things 
are possible with God. That prom-
ise is worth believing and building 
our expectations on. We can enjoy 
allowing the scriptures to launch 
our mind and thoughts in a new 
direction. 

Thinking about the scriptures and 
spending disciplined time in medi-
tative study and reflection about 
the ways of God will keep our 
hearts free from bondage and 
open to kingdom revelation.  Time 
is short.  Let’s make the most of 
our inheritance.   

Colossians 3:2 
(AMPC) 
And set your 
minds and keep 
them set on 
what is above 
(the higher 
things), not on 
the things that 
are on the earth. 

Tonia 
Shroyer 
CFF President 
Tipp City, Ohio                                                                 

“Thinking about the scriptures 
and spending disciplined time  

in meditative study  
and reflection about  

the ways of God  
will keep our hearts  

free from bondage  
and open to  

kingdom  
revelation.”   
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How to Offer Financial  

Support to CFFM 
 
 

1) Through our website, www.cffm.org/giving 
(one-time or recurring gift) 

2) By texting a donation amount to (937)- 
502-2999 (one-time credit card input) 

3) By regular mail to CFFM,  
1575 W. State Route 571, Tipp City, OH 45371 
(check/money order) 

4) By CFFM donation envelopes  
available from our main office 

Jesus to the 
World! 

 

Since our beginning in 1996, we regularly hear from people  
who want to be actively associated with the  

Christian Family Fellowship in our emphasis on… 
 

JESUS, our focus 
PRAISE, our response 
HEALING, our benefit 

...all to the glory of God our Father! 
 

Check www.cffm.org to find pastors, contacts and  
homechurches near you. Feel free to contact any of them 

or our staff so that we can support you and your local 
faith community in personal growth and in cultivating the 

life of the Lord Jesus Christ in our world. 

I pray that your partnership with us  
in the faith may be effective in deepening your  
understanding of every good thing we share  

for the sake of Christ. 
Philemon 1:6 (NIV) 

CHRISTIAN FAMILY FELLOWSHIP 

 ● 2020-2021 CALENDAR  ● 

7/28-8/2 
YES! Camp 2020 ~ Bonded With Christ, 1 John 1:3 
Youth Excelling Spiritually / Our 23rd YES Camp! 
Camp Director: Tonia Shroyer 

CFF 
Tipp City, OH 

9/13 Family & Friends Day 
Sunday Morning Fellowship with cookout & activities 

CFF 
Tipp City, OH 

10/1-4 
Appling, Georgia Camp 
Hosts: Justin & Elisa Demers 
Among Guest Speakers: Kevin & Sara Guigou 

Appling, GA 

11/6-8 
Fall Freedom Conference 
Hosts: Ed & Sharon Brockman 
Guest Speakers: Kevin & Sara Guigou; Kevin Carter 

Tigard, OR 

11/13-15 
A Weekend with Roberts Liardon 
Author of the “God’s Generals” Series 
Hosts: Tonia Shroyer with Mike & Judi Magel 

CFFM 
Tipp City, OH 

6/25-27 
2021 

FAMILY REUNION 2021! 
Join God’s family from across the country for a 
renewed celebration, praising God together! 
 

CFFM 
Tipp City, OH 

Visit our new website  
for the most  

up-to-date info: 
 

www.cffm.org 
 

We encourage all of God’s 
people to get together freely 
and often to minister God’s 
love and truth to each other, 
to cultivate spiritual maturity 
and to develop a meaningful  

faith-community. 

 
What Can  

We Do  
for You  
Today?  

 
Join our live 

Sunday Morning 
Service by  

Live Streaming at 
cffm.org/ 

live-streaming 

Thank you for your prayers  
and support that make all our 

ministry services possible! 
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The Atmosphere of Heaven 

By Patti Miller / Piqua, Ohio 

 

 

G 
od bless you in the powerful name of Jesus Christ at 
whose name every knee should bow and in whom we 
always triumph! 

In Joel 2:25-26, we can learn 
about our enemy from the 
locusts the children of Israel 
dealt with, but more im-
portantly about the restora-
tion our Father provides.  

Joel 2:25-26 
And I will restore to you the 
years that the locust hath 
eaten, the cankerworm, and 
the caterpiller, and the 
palmerworm, my great ar-
my which I sent among you. 
And ye shall eat in plenty, 
and be satisfied, and praise 
the name of the LORD your 
God, that hath dealt won-
drously with you: and my 
people shall never be 
ashamed. 

The word “restore” is the He-
brew word shalam 
(sometimes translated 
“peace”), meaning “to be in a 
covenant of peace.” It can also 
carry the meaning of, “to be complete, sound, 
finished, or uninjured.” It has the idea of 
“completion, to make safe, to make whole or 
restore, or to make compensation.”  

The very graphic use of “locusts” demon-
strates what the enemy would like to do, and 
in fact, attempts to inflict on God’s people. 
Despite the enemy’s “talent” for causing may-
hem and confusion, we have God’s promise of 
complete restoration: now and in the future. 
But in what areas do we need to be restored? 

“Locust” refers literally to swarms of locusts. Figuratively, 
swarms of locusts also refers to the spirit realm. Their ulti-
mate goal is to devour so nothing remains.  

“Cankerworm” refers to a young locust as it devours. It’s He-
brew root word can mean, “to lick up; a devourer.” That 
makes me think of THE Devourer! Nahum 3:16 refers to “the 
cankerworm that spoileth.” That word “spoileth” is really dis-
gusting! It refers to “stripping off of the flesh; to make a dash 
or cut the flesh with a sword or knife; or to flay.” It also can 
mean “to raid or put out of one’s shelter.” It also has another 
meaning, “to censure or criticize severely, to denounce, or 
condemn.” That’s what the enemy does best as The Accuser!  

“Palmerworm” comes from the root word also meaning, “to 
devour by pulling in pieces; to comb or sift, both from the idea 
of plucking.” I think from what we are seeing in the context so 
far is a whole lot of devouring going on! 

“Caterpillar” refers to, “the ravager that eats away or de-
vours.” It is from the root word meaning, “to consume, finish 

off, or bring to an end.” Here is a translation that illus-
trates this a bit better. 

Joel 2:25 (NLT) 
The LORD says, I will give 
you back what you lost to 
the swarming locusts, the 
hopping locusts, the strip-
ping locusts, and the cut-
ting locusts. It was I who 
sent this great destroying 
army against you.  

This verse gives the im-
pression that God directly 
sent the locusts to destroy 
His people. This is defi-
nitely not the case. God is 
light and in Him is no 
darkness at all. He is the 
Father of lights who only 
gives good gifts. He em-
phatically does not cause 
bad things to happen to 
His people. The children of 
Israel had little under-
standing of a spiritual ene-
my. 

It was Jesus Christ who, 
“having spoiled principali-
ties and powers, he made 

a shew of them openly, triumphing over 
them” (Colossians 2:15). There’s that 
disgusting word “spoil” again; but now, 
not so disgusting. Now we inflict pain on 
our enemy every time God’s Word is 
spoken and believed! The enemy is all 
darkness; in him is no light at all. It’s he 
who devastates people’s lives.   

Just as God intervened when Israel 
turned their hearts to Him, He does the 

same for us, His children. He alone provides prosperity, 
peace, and protection to His people. Our Father is the 
same yesterday, today and for all eternity. His mercy and 
graciousness never fail. As He continued to deliver the 
children of Israel; He does the same for us. “He sent his 
word, and healed them, and delivered them from their 
destructions.” We have health, prosperity, grace, mercy, 
peace, and all the good gifts from the Father of Lights.  

We also have the promise of the ultimate and final resto-
ration of the future; when “death is swallowed up in vic-
tory;” when we can shout, “O death, where is thy sting?”; 
when God “shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain…”  

With outstretched arms we look to the new heavens and 
new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness to forever be 
with the Lord; where we will never be disappointed in 
our expectations!  

By  
Belinda Kaplan 

Elizabeth, Colorado 
 
 

Belinda grew up in West  
Virginia and fell in love with the 
Word of God in 1980. Now forty 

years later, she continues in minis-
try with her husband Jim. They’re 

both students of the Scriptures and 
lovers of the Spirit. 

RESTORATION  
IN ALL THINGS 

A Study of Joel 2:25-26 
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CHRISTIAN 
When we accept Jesus as Lord, we  
receive his Spirit within us.  Having 
Christ in us makes us Christians and 
children of God our Father.  As we  

explore the Bible’s promises and walk 
by the Spirit’s direction, the character 
of Christ within begins to transform us 
from the inside out, revealing Jesus to 

the world through our lives. 

FAMILY 
The Bible describes the followers of 

Jesus as God’s sons and  
daughters.  We are born again into an 
eternal family of the Father’s love.  He 
has uniquely gifted each of His children 

and called us to stand together in  
compassion, encouragement, and  

forgiveness. The spirit-inspired  
kindness that we share in our faith 

communities works to heal  
relationships and restore families. 

FELLOWSHIP 
Christian fellowship is relationship. It is 

an intimate partnership of spiritual  
connection, association, and  

involvement.  God calls us to a  
personal relationship with himself, 
with Jesus Christ, and with fellow  

believers so that our joy may be full  
(1 John 1:3-4). Our faith community is 

devoted to encouraging and cultivating 
these healing partnerships for  

everyone involved. 

says, “The Lord makes firm the steps of the one who delights in him; though he 
may stumble, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand.”  While 
the steps are taken by us, He makes those steps firm, or establishes them, as 

other translations say.  We may 
make some mistakes along the 
way or have doubts, but we are 
upheld by His hand! The Lord 
moves along with us in the plan, 
ready to guide and steady us if we 
stumble.  His love, grace and mer-
cy are amazing! 

Sometimes we are impatient to 
see the manifestation of the plan.   

James 1:3,4 (KJV) 
Knowing this, that the trying of 
your faith worketh patience. But 
let patience have her perfect 
work, that ye may be perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing. 

In the waiting period, we keep 
our thoughts steadfast on His 

promises and the words of reassurance 
He revealed.  We must not allow 
thoughts and, more importantly, words 
that are contrary to what He said to in-
vade our heads or the atmosphere. We 
are like Abraham in Romans 4:21 (KJV), 
“And being fully persuaded that, what he 
had promised, he was able also to per-
form.”  

We do what the writer of Hebrews says 
in chapter 10, verse 23 (KJV), “Let us 
hold fast the profession of our faith with-
out wavering; (for he is faithful that 
promised;)”  The Lord does the heavy 
lifting in the plan.  We just get to go along 
for the ride!   

So, as you walk out a plan that the Lord has put in your heart or made available 
for you to do, keep these things in mind.  Be confident and excited that He is 
faithful and He is able to bring you through! 

H ave you ever questioned 
whether something you 
felt the Lord made availa-
ble for you to do was 

actually from Him? You went 
forward with the plan and ob-
stacles came up. You had this ar-
gument in your head that maybe 
it was not from the Lord at 
all.  But a word from the Lord 
came and settled you. Then 
more obstacles and more doubt 
came, so you again asked the 
Lord for confirmation and He 
gave it to you! It really was from 
Him!   

The Lord works with us in a 
way to push us to walk by faith, 
not by sight (2 Corinthians 
5:7).  Sometimes that takes us 
out of our comfort zone. We 
cannot see the end result in 
manifestation, so we question the 
plan. In Hebrews 11:1 (KJV) it says, 
“Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen...” That faith is not a trust in our 
own abilities, but in His abilities to 
complete the plan He set before 
us. Our confidence is His faithfulness. 
He is full of faith!  

He wants us to trust Him so that the 
arm of the flesh (Jeremiah 17:5), our 
reliance on ourselves, is replaced by 
His everlasting arms (Deuteronomy 
33:27a). There, we are completely at 
rest, letting Him guide us through. 

When we think about it, the Lord has 
put His trust in us or He would not 
have given us the plan in the first 
place!  In Psalm 37:23, 24 (NIV) it 

He Will  
Bring You  
Through 

By Sue Dill, Hollansburg, Ohio 

Sue Dill, wife of Tom Dill has been involved with 
CFFM since its inception first serving as  

coordinator of Children's Ministry and currently as 
coordinator of the Voice of Praise worship 

team.  She and Tom live near Hollansburg, Ohio. 
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and understanding. Learning Scripture 

so that we can obey is a key in getting 
both wisdom and understanding. No-
tice that knowledge is not even men-

tioned here.  

Wisdom is knowing when, how and 

where to apply knowledge in our lives. 
Understanding is knowing the back-

ground about why it is 

required or has to be ap-
plied. It is the heart behind 
what God has directed. 

God has a reason for all 
that he does, says and re-

quires.  

Psalms 119:11 reminds us, 

“Thy word have I hid in 
mine heart, that I might 

not sin against thee.” 

The acrostic structure and 

the complexity displayed 
in Psalms 119 are unparal-
leled in literature. Let’s 
look at the truth behind 

the heart of the prophet 
writer. Why would any-
one not want to sin 

against God? Obviously, 
the writer knew that God 
was good. And he was 
thankful for all that God 

had done. Psalm 119:11 is 
a response to God’s love 
for him. Ultimately, why 
do children obey their 

parents? At first, it’s be-
cause of their parents’ dis-
pleasure for a misstep, but 

eventually it is to please their parents.  

When I raise a pet, especially a dog, I 
use the dog’s desire to please me as the 
ultimate impetus in training. I don’t 

need to hit or threaten the animal into 
obedience. They understand “No” 
right away. After that, training be-
comes easy; praise and reward are 

used throughout. God doesn’t look at 
us as pets, but he knows the best way 
to build obedience in us. We want to 

please our Father.  

The benefits of obeying God far out-
weigh the consequences of being diso-
bedient. God’s justice and mercy still 

often allow consequences to occur. 
Since God is all-knowing, why not 

H ow do we keep our hearts? 

If I asked this even among 
Christians, I most likely 
would get a plethora of an-

swers. But how do I know the truth? 

First of all, let’s look at the context of 
the verse of Scripture above (Proverbs  

4:4-7). 

He taught me also, and said unto me, Let 
thine heart retain my words: keep my 
commandments, and live.  Get wisdom, 
get understanding: forget it not; neither 
decline from the words of my mouth. For-
sake her not, and she shall preserve thee: 
love her, and she shall keep thee. Wisdom 
is the principal thing; therefore get wis-
dom: and with all thy getting get under-

standing.  

What is interesting is the obedience 
required in verse four. It starts with an 
exhortation to let our hearts retain 

God’s words, then leads to the direc-
tion to keep God’s commandments 
and live. Scripture even tells us that 
Jesus learned obedience. Without obe-

dience we will never get to wisdom 

benefit by doing things his way instead 

of stumbling in the dark?  

Psalms 119:105 
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a 

light unto my path.  

The basis of “keeping our heart” is 
putting scripture into our mind until it 

impregnates our heart which is the seat 
of our being. That is how we guard our 
minds. Our impetus to obey is wanting 
to please God our Father. Even Jesus 

Christ learned to obey.  

Hebrews 5:7-9 
Who in the days of his flesh, when he 
had offered up prayers and supplications 
with strong crying and tears unto him 
that was able to save him from death, 
and was heard in that he feared; Though 

he were a Son, yet learned he obedience 
by the things which he suffered;  And 
being made perfect, he became the author 
of eternal salvation unto all them that 

obey him;  

Keeping our heart makes us responsive 
to God’s communication to us. When 

we become complacent or apathetic, 
it’s often because we haven’t kept our 
head and hearts in the Book. That’s 

why Proverbs four tells us to keep our 
hearts with all diligence. It takes work. 
When our heads are in the world we 
get rundown; we start to complain just 

like the rest of the world does.  

The world often blames God for every-
thing that happens, good or bad, even 
though most of these things are caused 

by Satan, the god of this world. The 
world seldom has no clue who they are 
serving. They often think that they are 

serving God when they actually serve 
the god of this world. They have little 
or no foundation in truth and are car-
ried around by every wind of doctrine, 

propounded by evil men and women. 
God’s Word gives us a standard for 
truth by which everything is measured 

and understood.  

This is why we keep our hearts, because 

it’s important both now and in the fu-

ture life. God Bless you all. 

Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. Proverbs 4:23   

Keeping 
Our Hearts 

   By Keith Daniels 
    North Smithfield, Rhode Island 

 Keith is a servant-leader, teacher and retired 
US Navy chief electronics technician. He is a 
father and has loved biblical research since 
1976. As an author, Keith has produced two 

books and several periodical articles.  
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Friends, 
Families 

 

Fellowships 
& 

Young Adult Fellowship 
CFF / Tipp City, OH 

THANK YOU to 
Sid & Heidi 

Helmus who have 
made recent visits 

to CFF to teach and 
work on building 

projects. 

Jeff & Tonia Shroyer visit Sid & 
Heidi Helmus and Chuck & Brix 

Watson in Scotts, Michigan. 

2020 Tipp City High School Seniors  
launch their graduation parade from CFF parking lot 

KatrinaSmith  
inspires us with 
her use of sign 
language/CFF 
Tipp City, OH 

Don & Denise 
Baker, faithful 
homechurch  
shepherds, 

Westerville, OH 

Kristen Shroyer  
ministers the Word in 
love / CFF -Tipp City 

Mary Lou 
Schmidt 

Judi Magel &  
Lene Bruns 
CFF -Tipp City 

Magels & Helmus’ 

Casey MacPherson 



8 

 

 

fear of it) conquer me. Hey! I’m sup-
posed to be more than a conqueror 
through Him who loves me (Romans 
8:37), not conquered by a bridge! 

Someone might be thinking, “Martie, it 
is just a bridge.” But it’s more than just 
a bridge to me; it is something that got 

the best of me and shouldn't have. I 
have a date with that bridge. Actually, 
it might require several dates. Howev-
er many it takes, I intend to conquer 
that bridge, or rather, conquer the fear 
it evokes in me. If I can't bring the God 
who sets me FREE into this simple 
situation, then how practical is my 
walk with Him? 

T 
hat verse of scripture is famil-
iar to many. In fact, I’d like to 
have a dollar for every time 
I’ve run this promise through 

the gray matter between my ears. But 
running it through my mind is not 
enough for me. I need it to make the 
voyage from my thoughts 
deeper into my heart. 

For instance, I have an 
issue with a bridge where 
I live in Piqua, Ohio.  Most 
mornings, I go for a walk 
for exercise; but also to 
explore the town I moved 
to some seventeen 
months ago. Not long ago, 
I decided to take a new 
route that included cross-
ing this particular bridge 
for the first time. While 
crossing it, I could actual-
ly feel fear beginning to 
raise its ugly head. My 
stomach started doing 
loops because I could see 
down between the boards 
to the murky water be-
neath. I don’t like heights! 

I’m not always in control 
of how my body initially 
reacts to situations (fight 
or flight), but I am in con-
trol of how I think! I wish 
I could report that I han-
dled that situation with 
flying colors, but that 
would be a lie. Instead it 
went something like this... 
“I hope this path leads me 
home by another way, 
because I don’t want to 
turn around and cross this 
bridge again. Lord, please 
let there be a different 
trail back to where I start-
ed! I’m never coming this 
way again!” 

After I saw there was an alternative 
route and that I didn’t have to return 
the way I came, my mind and body 
calmed down. One slight problem 
though as I progressed on my walk... I 
was not happy with how I handled 
that situation. I let the bridge (or the 

I know the Lord doesn’t want me 
afraid of some bridge. His Word tells 
me not to fear, so that settles the mat-
ter. Now, it’s my responsibility to walk 
it out. I’m definitely excited about 
what I like to call, “Practical Christiani-
ty.” Bringing my spirituality into my 
everyday life—it matters. I’m going to 
use my power, love and sound mind to 
attack my fear of the bridge.   

I’m looking forward to my next ren-
dezvous with that route on my path. 
But it’s not really about the bridge. 
That structure is merely a tool in my 
path that enables me to see how big 
God can work in my life. If I overcome 
this fear, won’t it also help me in other 
areas of my life? Each fear I conquer 

puts me on a greater path of victory! 
It’s the path of relationship with my 
Father and my Lord Jesus that pro-
motes success.  

God and Christ were actually on that 
bridge with me, but I was not listening 
(at the time) to their voice. I was lis-
tening to another voice, my own voice 
of fear. One of the great things about 
God is: If I fail to pass the test, He just 
gives me another chance. That’s why I 
will need to go back to that bridge and 
make it my best friend. ...Maybe that’s 
an exaggeration, but my point is made! 

I’m focused on marinating the Word of 
the Lord in my gray matter until it 
trickles down into my heart. Then, 
letting the authority of His promises 
melt away any hardness or unbelief 
that is there, until my heart has been 
softened by Him. Jesus came so I can 
have a more-than-abundant life (John 
10:10). I’m determined to make that a 
reality. My “Practical Christianity” has 
no room for fear. 

Practical 
Christianity 
 

By Martie Richardson 

Martie moved to Piqua, Ohio in December of 
2018 to be closer to family and CFFM. She’s 
now learning all about condo living. While 

previously living in Lima, Martie participated 
in or served on the local boards of: Aglow, 
Emmaus, Faith Partners, Mental Health,  

Celebrate Recovery, various churches, as 
well as other civic groups. Her real passion is 
to be a part of praise & worship, to and for 

the Lord, through the arts, primarily dance & 
drama. 

“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear [timidity];  
but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” ~ 2 Timothy 1:7 
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Home 
Church 

Fun! 
Vandalia 

Ohio 

NEW LINDA YOUMANS  
MUSIC ALBUM:  

Renewed, Refreshed & Recharged 
 

Linda is very excited to make her CD available 

to everyone that needs a little “pick me up”. 

We are expecting the album to be ready 

the first part of July. The cost is $15. 

Call Carl Youmans at 419-305-2716 

“God Bless Y'all's Hearts” 

YATES SISTERS ALBUM:  
Sweeter as the Days Go By  

  
The much anticipated album of Vickie Allen and  

Elaine Woodlief, known as the Yates Sisters,  
is now available!  Cost:$15. To purchase, contact  

AAProductionsNCLLC@gmail.com  
or call Ellie Ray Allen at 919-816-7286 

 
The album is full of their sweet harmonies and  

inspiring songs. Their prayer is that this album will  
accomplish that which God has planned, which is  

to bless the life of everyone who hears this  
music. Enjoy! We love you! 
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I will not be talked out of God’s master plan. He is faithful and good. He 
has fully equipped and empowered us. Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the 
plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” In addition, Psalm 127:2 
(NIRV), “... God provides for those he loves even while they sleep.” What 
wonderful scripture to ground us! They comfort us and help us to skip 

through life.  

The world often infers that when someone retires, 
their value and productivity are placed on a shelf.  
It suggests that we are to passively graze through 
the rest of our lives. God’s Word refutes this.  

Psalm 92:12-15 (NIV) 
The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar 
of Lebanon; 13 planted in the house of the Lord, they will flourish in 
the courts of our God. 14 They will still bear fruit in old age, they will 
stay fresh and green, 15 proclaiming, “The Lord is upright; he is my 
Rock, and there is no wickedness in him.” 

This retirement chapter of our lives may afford us more time to mentor, 
volunteer and share God’s love with kindness. Our lives may be the only 
Jesus some people ever see or accept.  Let’s live it boldly! 

We each have unique, God-given talents, and we can utilize them at eve-
ry opportunity. We can also stretch ourselves to do something new. 
Talk to God about it. He and Jesus get the glory. 

Someone recently said, “If you’re not having fun journeying with our 
Lord, you’re doing it wrong.” When life’s journey is done, did we do all 
we could do for Him in the time we had?  

As a “varsity club member,” my personal battle cry in this spiritual war 
here on earth is Psalm 118:17, “I shall not die, but live and declare the 
works of the Lord.” I am blessed and thankful for this opportunity. 

R ecently celebrating my seventy-forth 
birthday, I’ve come to realize that I’m in 
the autumn of my life and am definitely a 
member of “the varsity club” (sixty plus 

years). To me, “varsity club” represents team 
members with some skillful experience that ena-
bles them to navigate life with more con-
fidence than many younger teammates. 
As such, I feel the responsibility to share 
what I’ve learned with fellow believers, 
so they become more skilled in handling 
life’s challenges. Varsity club Christians 
are often more familiar with the weapon-
ry of God’s kingdom to guide them 
against the evil one.  

We more seasoned members usually take 
time to reflect on our lives, the hilltops 
and the valleys, and more clearly see how 
God has blessed us with grace, protection 
and mercy along the way. Our God delights in mer-
cy (Micah 7:18). I’m so thankful for His blessings 
each day. 

When I was a less mature Christian and not profi-
cient in my spiritual abilities, I did the best with 
what I knew. As Joyce Meyer says, “God meets us 
where we are, but never leaves us where he found 
us!” I remember going through one particularly 
challenging time during which I at least knew 
enough to “pray scripture” over my situation. My 
go-to promise was Psalm 34:4, “I sought the Lord 
and He heard me and delivered me from all my 
fears.” Sometimes we don’t know what to do by 
our limited senses.  

One day, near the end of my rope, I called out to 
God, “I can’t take it anymore!” The self-pity 
was about waist high when I heard a still, 
small voice, “Have ye yet resisted unto 
death?” I immediately said, “No, but it’s 
pretty bad.” His divine whisper had pene-
trated my heart and drained my self-pity. It 
turned my head straight again, ready to get 
back in the fight.  

But I still pondered where the words ”resisted un-
to death” came from, because that was not in my 
memory or vernacular. Sometime later, I came up-
on Hebrews 12:4, “Ye have not yet resisted unto 
blood...” How amazed I was that God had previous-
ly fed this actual verse to me when I needed it! 
That simple experience helped build more trust 
(faith) in Him. He showed me how much He cares 
for me. I Peter 5:6-7 shares, “Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he 
may exalt you in due time. Casting all your care 
upon him; for he careth for you.”  

As my relationship with the Lord has blossomed, I 
am less surprised when and how He meets my 
needs and desires. I stand in awe of His tender-
ness, love and graciousness. Isaiah 50:7 reminds 
us, “For the Lord God will help me; therefore shall I 
not be confounded; therefore have I set me face as 
a flint, and I know I shall not be ashamed.” 

The  
Varsity 
Club 
Blessed & 
Thankful 
By Ruth Wall 

Ruth lives in Tipp City and hosts the 
CFFM guest house. She also works part-

time as a registered nurse in a local 
hospital. Ruth is Pastor Tonia's mom 

and is often warmly referred to as 
Mama Ruth or Grandma Ruth. 
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into the lion’s den 

without speaking evil 

toward those who put 

him there.  The men in 

the fiery furnace sur-

vived while professing 

that if, for some reason, 

they weren’t delivered 

by God, they still would 

not worship the golden 

image.     

When we see the 

shocking evil in our 

world, we must refuse 

the temptation to bow 

down in submission to 

a fleshly response.  We 

must look at every sit-

uation and see the big 

picture of God’s love, 

compassion, grace and 

mercy.  We must not 

allow the emotions of 

anger and disgust to 

consume us; quite the 

opposite.  When we 

view circumstances 

which are startling, we 

turn our eyes toward 

the face of Jesus Christ 

and respond as he 

would - thinking and 

speaking of light and truth. 

As children of light, we give from what we are.  We are 

the light of the world.  We radiate the glory of God.   

2 Corinthians 4:6 [ESV]  

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” 

has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 

Christ.    

We must not fall prey to the trickery of the evil one. 

Regardless of the circumstances around us, we know 

that only light dispels darkness; we overcome evil with 

good; we act righteously in the face of unrighteous-

ness.   

May the eyes of our heart be so captivated by the life of 

our Lord that when we see startling evil around us, we 

view it through the lens of God’s good works, not our 

own. 

E arlier this 

month, I did a 

Google search 

on a piece of 

artwork.  While scrolling, 

an unrelated photo caught 

my attention.  It was from 

the atrocities done in the 

country of Sudan over the 

past years.  The photo 

sickened me.  It was gro-

tesque and heart-

wrenching.  It depicted 

everything contrary to the 

love and graciousness of 

our Father.  It was a pic-

ture of a toddler eating 

something which he 

should not have had to eat 

to avoid starvation. 

Though it was only before 

my eyes for a split second, 

the image disturbed me 

throughout the day.   

That evening, I realized 

something from having 

stumbled upon that image.  

Though I saw the image 

through my physical eyes, the meaning was to be 

applied through a spiritual lens.  God was showing 

me that the world is full of physically and spiritually 

starving people who feed at places of disgust.  He 

was asking me to pray for all people and to have 

compassion on them as Jonah was to have toward 

the people of Nineveh who could not “discern be-

tween their right hand and their left hand” (Jonah 

4:11).   

In Jeremiah 2:27, the word of the Lord was that 

God’s people “have turned their backs unto me, and 

not their face.”  Though our adversary stirs up much 

evil in our country and world, as believers, it is criti-

cal to view these happenings through spiritual eyes; 

undistracted by outward appearances.  We are to 

keep our faces turned to God, doing His good work.   

I sometimes act as though the evil in our world has 

never happened before.  While the Scriptures are full 

of the depravity of man, they also contain record af-

ter record of those who turned their faces to God to 

do His good work, in spite of uncomfortable circum-

stances and the rebuke of others.  Daniel was thrown 

Blessed to have a loving husband, 
family, friends and heritage, Sara 
is thankful for the love of God and 

the ability to share in and about 
the grace of God’s kingdom  

with others. 

 

Viewing Evil 
Through 

Spiritual Eyes 
                        By Sara Guigou 
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Messengers for Christ 9 is a spiritual training 
adventure of Christian Family Fellowship Ministry.  
It is a commitment to discipline oneself to incorpo-
rate prayer and praise, reading God’s Word,  
speaking God’s Word, deliberate and purposeful 
giving, and fellowshipping with the saints into 
one’s lifestyle. 

The Main Thrust of this 100-day Messengers for 
Christ 9  adventure is developing our relationship 
with God and His son so that we can walk in the 
steps of Jesus Christ and enjoy the pleasure of 
God’s company like Jesus did.  We will focus on 
Jesus’ healing ministry and learn to heal like he 
healed. 

The Messengers for Christ 9 Commitment: 

As a Messenger for Christ 9, I commit  
myself to: 

 Speak in tongues the first thing in the morning 
when I arise. 

 Assemble and maintain a lift list (a prayer list to 
include the other MFC; to be used daily). 

 Spend at least 15 minutes in God’s Word reading 
the Scriptures every day. 

 Read and execute the Messengers for Christ 
Handbook 9 lesson for the day. 

 Learn and use retemories (scripture retained in 
the memory). 

 Purpose in my heart (i.e. deliberate and decide) 
how I want to give each day. 

 Develop a habit pattern of meekness to God and 
His Word. 

As a Messenger for Christ 9 I anticipate: 

 Being faithful to my commitment. 

 Learning more about keeping God in my  
thinking with prayer and praise. 

 Learning more about receiving strength 
and comfort from God’s Word. 

 Learning more about overcoming the 
inertia of not speaking. 

 Learning more about operating all nine  
manifestations. 

 Learning more about telling my personal  
story of deliverance and victory. 

 Using my Messenger for Christ Handbook 9  
every morning and every evening 

 Developing my intimacy with God and my Lord 
Jesus Christ so that whether I face weal or woe, 
my love for and commitment to them never  
fluctuates. 

The Commitment of CFF to the Messengers 
for Christ 9: 

 Personal, daily prayer support. 

 A curriculum on Healing Like Jesus and how 
God’s mighty hand moves on behalf of 
His   people. 

 Daily email/phone contact from the training co-
ordinators. 

 Suggestions for additional and optional weekly growth-producing 
activities. 

 The Goals of the CFF Messengers for Christ 9: 

 To develop habit patterns into your lifestyle: prayer and praise, read-
ing God’s Word, speaking God’s Word, deliberate and purposeful 
giving, and fellowshipping with the saints. 

 To cultivate fruit of the spirit by operating manifestations of the  
spirit. 

 To grow in relationship with God and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 To love and Heal Like Jesus did. 

MESSENGERS  
  
CHRIST 9 

for 

Heal Like 
Jesus 

To sign up, contact Wayne Clapp  
wgccff2@aol.com / 850-982-3343 

100-DAY TRAINING ADVENTURE 
August 7 thru November 14, 2020 

Registration Deadline: July 31, 2020 
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ing that they need, 
both instantane-
ously and progres-
sively. 

In a book that I’ve 
been reading by 
Annette Capps, 
Reverse the Curse, 
she talks about 
how healing and 

salvation should be a “package.”  

When people get born again, they 
are made whole in their body, soul 
and spirit. Salvation is an ongoing 
process throughout our lives. With 
the new birth we are strong and 
whole by that salvation. But it 
doesn’t stop there. God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ continue to deliv-
er, protect, heal, preserve, do well 

and make us whole. If we would 
start teaching this, we would see a 
revival like never before. 

In Acts 4:12 it says, “Neither is 
there salvation [in any other name] 
for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby 
we must be saved.” 

If we build our confidence in 
Christ’s finished work on the cross, 
we can continue to be healed in our 
ongoing salvation.  

We need to keep emphasizing this- 
when people get born again they 
are given the ability to receive the 
healing that they need at that time, 
both instantaneously and progres-
sively, and throughout their lives. 

~~~ 

S 
alvation is a huge, eternal 
reality. It is much more 
than simply being saved 
which in itself is a glori-
ous gift.  

We know that Jesus’ blood saved 
us, and at the same time, the heal-
ing of his broken body was so mag-
nificent that when people get saved 
they should also receive the heal-

SALVATION: 
Instant & Progressive 

 
By Nancy Chappell 

Vandalia, OH 

Hayward and 
Nancy met doing 
musical theater 
in ministry. They 

have been  
married and 

pastors for thirty-
nine years. They 
live in Vandalia, 

Ohio and are 
blessed with two  
wonderful sons, 
their beautiful 
wives and four 

beloved  
grandchildren 

who live in Texas. 
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Jehovah-Ropheka- “the Lord that healeth” 
Jehovah-Shalom- “the Lord our peace” 
Jehovah-Zidkenu- “the Lord our righteousness” 
Jehovah-Roi- “the Lord my Shepherd” 

When the children of Israel were enslaved in Egypt, God raised up a deliver-
er, Moses. Moses asked God, “When I go and tell your people that the God of 
your fathers has sent me and they ask ‘What is His name?’ What do I tell 
them?” God said, “I AM THAT I AM”- I will be what I need to be (or become). 

I will be whatever I need to be for you in that moment. 

Later, Moses asked to see God’s glory. God said, “I will make my goodness 
pass before you and I will proclaim the name of the Lord.” When He 
passed by He proclaimed, “The Lord God, merciful, gracious, longsuffer-
ing, and abundant in goodness and truth.” 

What’s in a name? A vast net holding so much - the essence, truth, reality 
of a presence. A reputation, authority, embodiment, and yet much more. 

God’s plan unfolded. Always faithful to His promises. Deliberate and un-
stoppable. 

And then, the grace of God appeared to all men, bringing salvation. This 
grace had a name- Jesus- “God saves.” Emmanuel - “God is with us.” 

There is something about that name. 

Jesus, the radiance of God’s glory, the exact representation of his being. He 
knew his Father’s name and bore witness to it. 

Jesus inherited a name. He made himself a name. And God gave him a name 
above every name, not only in this world, but in that which is to come. 

This is what he said: 
He said- “He who has seen me has seen the Father.” 
He said- “I have manifested your name unto the 
men which you gave me.” 
He said- “The works that I do in my Father’s 
name, they bear witness of me.” 
He said- “I AM the light of the world.” 
He said- “I AM the true vine.” 
He said- “I AM the resurrection and the life.” 
He said- “I AM the good shepherd.” 
He said- “I AM the way, the truth, and the life.” 

There’s something about that name. 

Jesus gave us the authority and right to use his name: to pray to the Father, 
cast out devils, speak in tongues, lay hands on the sick and they shall recov-
er. 

The first century believers knew that there was something about that name. 
In the name of Jesus of Nazareth a lame man rose up and walked, leaping 
and praising God - made whole, for there is no other name under heaven 
whereby we must be saved. A woman, tormented by evil spirits and used by 
men for financial gain, was miraculously set free in that name. 

That beautiful, powerful, glorious name does the same for us today. Our 
loving Father has reconciled us to Himself through the selfless, loving work 
of His Son. 

And NOW his name is ours.  

So - what’s that SOMETHING about that name? 

Pause and consider. 

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

T 
here is a beautiful spiritual 

song that perhaps you have 

heard or sung, “There is 

Something About that 

Name.” What is it about that name? 

“Jesus”- our savior, redeemer, healer, 

our light in the darkness, defender, 

protector, foundation in a storm. Our 

righteousness, sanctification and our 

wisdom. Our advocate standing at 

the right hand of God. 

What’s in a name? How did Jesus get 
his name? What does it mean to me? 
What am I to do with it? Pause and 
consider. 

In the beginning, God unfolded His 
glorious plan for His man and wom-
an. They walked in the garden wor-
shipping Him and tending to His cre-
ation. Did He have a name? Or was 
He just all they knew and needed? 
Simply there, an abiding presence, 

the reality of being. The voice of beauty and 
love. 

Until they listened to another voice. A voice that 
undermined all that God is and drove a wedge 
thru their hearts seducing them from that per-
fect time of grace. Suddenly, God seemed distant 
and His voice had faded. They lost sight of who 
He was and fear crashed in. 

But God, rich in mercy, compelled by love, un-
folded His beautiful plan to reconcile His wom-
an and man that they might know Him again 
with that tender intimacy, that fearless freedom, 
that gentle peace of their time in the garden. 

The plan’s name was Jesus- “the Lord saves.” 
Emmanuel- “God is with us.” 

There’s something about that name. 

God called Abraham and he responded and 
called upon the name of the Lord- Yahweh, Elo-
him, Jehovah.” He manifested different facets of 
His name as He unfolded His plan.  

Jehovah-Jireh- “the Lord will see and provide” 

Something 
About That  

Name 
 

By Hayward Chappell 
Vandalia, OH 
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Presorted Standard 

 Dr. Roberts Liardon is an author, teacher, spiritual leader, church historian and 
humanitarian.  He has produced radio, television, and internet programs.  Over 

eighty books have been authored by Liardon, which have been translated into more 
than sixty languages, selling more than sixteen million copies. 

Dr. Liardon has ministered in over 127 nations and loves to pray, teach the Word of 
God, and prophesy to bless God’s people. He speaks to a current generation of 

believers who want to draw closer to the heart of God and impact their communities 
and nations through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Registration: $35/attendee or $49/live-stream location 

Watch for more information at cffm.org/events 

CELEBRATING  
25 YEARS 

AS A FAMILY  
IN JESUS, PRAISE  

& HEALING  

Save-The-Date To Join Us For 

FAMILY REUNION 
June 25-27,  2021  

CFFM  / TIPP CITY, OHIO 


