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… I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it.    1 Peter 5:12 (NIV) 

F 
or most of my life, I never really thought much 
about including God in my financial decisions. 
My family had always taught me the im-
portance of taking care of friends and family. I 

learned that sharing money with people in need was 
incredibly important, so that was my focus.  

When I first accepted Jesus as my Lord and started 
diving into the Bible as God’s Word, I focused on verses 
like Hebrews 13:16 which tells us to do good and share 
what we have.  Verses like Matthew 6:1-4 also encour-
aged me to make financial donations privately and not 
to publicly announce my generosity. These scriptures 
helped me build further on a foundation of financial 
benevolence.   

As a teenager I also tried to share what little I had with 
people in need around me. While this attitude was a 
noble attempt, I wasn’t really letting God rule the pro-
cess. I was giving with a cheerful heart as we are sup-
posed to, but I wasn’t fully allowing him to direct that 
activity. 

When I finished high school, I began working more 
closely with the church. I still gave financial support 
when I saw fit and when I thought a cause was worthy. 

God-Inspired  
Generos i ty  
 

   Why Does God  
   Care About  
   My Money? 

But by then, I had many excuses for not giving more. I 
had decided that the time I invested in volunteer ser-
vice let me off the hook from sharing financially. And 
as a college student with very limited funds, I felt I 
“didn’t have enough to give.”   

One day I was praying during an especially difficult 
financial situation.  In the midst of it, I finally decided 
to ask God why he cares about my money. His answer 
surprised me.  The Lord led me to a verse that I have 
known for a long time and thought I understood. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 
Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not 
unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 

What do these verses have to do with God and money?  
The Holy Spirit had used a very familiar verse of scrip-
ture to show me that I needed to include him in every 
aspect of my life, including my finances. I had been 
applying my own worldly understanding and experi-
ence to figure out how and when to give, instead of let-
ting God inspire my generosity. He also showed me 
that while I trusted him when it came to things that I 
considered “spiritual matters” (like healing or  

                        (continued on page 2)   
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than I can count.  My advice is to trust God to guide us 
and not to be afraid to get it wrong. The cool thing 
about God is that he knows our heart.  Even when we 
stumble or make mistakes, he is still going to bless us 
and turn it toward our good (Romans 8:28).   

At times when my natural 
mind was ruling my financial 
sharing (which still happens 
from time to time), the merci-
ful Father has continued to 
bless me and honor my heart. 
Even when I have only given 
of my time, the Lord has con-
tinued to pour down his bless-
ings upon me. No matter how 
badly I’ve mishandled my fi-
nances, his love and promises 
don’t change.   

So don’t be afraid to make 
mistakes!  And be generous 
with the money that God has 
generously blessed you with, 
even sometimes when it 
doesn’t make sense.  Be will-
ing to ask God where you 
may’ve gotten financially off 
course, and ask him how to be 

more effective going forward. I promise that when you 
trust in the Lord, and stop directing your financial life 
on your own, God will guide you down an amazing 
path.  You’ll have a blast on 
that journey, building a deep-
er relationship with him. 

Your brother in Christ, 

Casey MacPherson 
Troy, Ohio 

(continued from page 1) 

volunteering in ministry), I wasn’t including him 
enough in other parts of my life. 

So what was my path forward? For me, I had to 
reestablish my giving decisions with a more deliberate 
effort.  That began by setting up a “God Account” at my 
bank. It was an account where 
I set aside a portion of my 
paycheck for the church or for 
other causes brought to my 
attention by the Spirit. By tak-
ing this action, I had to trust 
God to direct my financial 
giving by his voice.  

Sometimes that has meant 
giving a specific percentage to 
the church; sometimes that 
has meant giving to a family I 
know in need; and sometimes 
that has meant taking money 
out of my “normal” accounts 
in an unplanned situation 
where God has guided a tar-
geted donation.  

The whole process has been a 
blast, because when God stirs 
me to give, most of the time 
it’s in a way I could never have thought of on my own.  
My financial outflow is now another consistent re-
minder of the relationship I have with our loving God. 

So why does God care about my money? It’s 
because he wants to have a true relationship with us, 
but it’s hard to develop that partnership if we don’t al-
low Christ to rule that area of our lives. I have heard 
tons of teachings about money and giving, and I admit 
that I still don’t know all the answers on how to give, 
but I’m convinced of the godly importance of doing it! 

Whenever the subject of finances 
comes up, people want to talk about 
donation percentages or which causes 
are worthy.  In this category, I’m a 
guy who has messed up in more ways 

 

CHRISTIAN 
When we accept Jesus as Lord, we  
receive his Spirit within us.  Having 
Christ in us makes us Christians and 
children of God our Father.  As we  

explore the Bible’s promises and walk 
by the Spirit’s direction, the character 
of Christ within begins to transform us 
from the inside out, revealing Jesus to 

the world through our lives. 

FAMILY 
The Bible describes the followers of 

Jesus as God’s sons and  
daughters.  We are born again into an 
eternal family of the Father’s love.  He 
has uniquely gifted each of His children 

and called us to stand together in  
compassion, encouragement, and  

forgiveness. The spirit-inspired  
kindness that we share in our faith 

communities works to heal  
relationships and restore families. 

FELLOWSHIP 
Christian fellowship is relationship. It is 

an intimate partnership of spiritual  
connection, association, and  

involvement.  God calls us to a  
personal relationship with himself, 
with Jesus Christ, and with fellow  

believers so that our joy may be full  
(1 John 1:3-4). Our faith community is 

devoted to encouraging and cultivating 
these healing partnerships for  

everyone involved. 

 

Known by many as Casey Mac or The Sound Guy, Casey is 
an ordained minister from Troy, Ohio who helps manage 
the A/V department at CFF, Tipp City. Outside of the booth, 
Casey is a cost/price analyst at Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base and enjoys spending time with his fiancée Katrina. 
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How to Offer Financial  

Support to CFFM 
 
 

1) Through our website, www.cffm.org/giving 
(one-time or recurring gift) 

2) By texting a donation amount to (937)- 
502-2999 (one-time credit card input) 

3) By regular mail to CFFM,  
1575 W. State Route 571, Tipp City, OH 45371 
(check/money order) 

4) By CFFM donation envelopes  
available from our main office 

Jesus to the 
World! 

 

Since our beginning in 1996, we regularly hear from people  
who want to be actively associated with the  

Christian Family Fellowship in our emphasis on… 
 

JESUS, our focus 
PRAISE, our response 
HEALING, our benefit 

...all to the glory of God our Father! 
 

Check www.cffm.org to find pastors, contacts and  
homechurches near you. Feel free to contact any of them 

or our staff so that we can support you and your local 
faith community in personal growth and in cultivating the 

life of the Lord Jesus Christ in our world. 

I pray that your partnership with us  
in the faith may be effective in deepening your  
understanding of every good thing we share  

for the sake of Christ. 
Philemon 1:6 (NIV) 

CHRISTIAN FAMILY FELLOWSHIP 

 ● 2020 CALENDAR  ● 

5/7 

National Day of Prayer (annual) 
Most communities organize a local gathering; great 
time to connect with believers in our areas; check with 
local churches for details, or participate through online 
video gatherings 

USA 

6/28-7/3 
Family Camp / Toah Nipi Retreat Center 
Theme: Romans 14:17 
Camp Directors: Larry & Pam Barnickel, Ellen Fowler 

Rindge, New 
Hampshire 

7/28-8/2 
YES! Camp 2020 ~ Bonded With Christ, 1 John 1:3 
Youth Excelling Spiritually / Our 23rd YES Camp! 
Camp Director: Tonia Shroyer 

CFF 
Tipp City, OH 

9/13 Family & Friends Day 
Sunday Morning Fellowship with cookout & activities 

CFF 
Tipp City, OH 

10/1-4 
Appling, Georgia Camp 
Hosts: Justin & Elisa Demers 
Among Guest Speakers: Kevin & Sara Guigou 

Appling, GA 

11/13-15 
A Weekend with Roberts Liardon 
Author of the “God’s Generals” Series 
Hosts: Tonia Shroyer with Mike & Judi Magel 

CFFM 
Tipp City, OH 

Visit our new website  
for the most  

up-to-date info: 
 

www.cffm.org 
 

We encourage all of God’s 
people to get together freely 
and often to minister God’s 
love and truth to each other, 
to cultivate spiritual maturity 
and to develop a meaningful  

faith-community. 

 
What Can  

We Do  
for You  
Today?  

 
Join our live Sunday 
Morning Service by  
Live Streaming at 

cffm.org/ 
live-streaming 

Thank you for your prayers 
and support that make all our 

ministry services possible! 
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A t the end of Janu-
ary, Christian Fam-
ily Fellowship in 
Tipp City, Ohio 

held an event entitled 
Kingdom Bound. It was 
a weekend activity put to-
gether by some of our 
young adults and aimed 
and geared toward the 
same audience. The goal at 
Kingdom Bound was simple: to teach attendees to 
learn from their history (past mistakes and ex-
periences) and help them move toward their 
destiny. We wanted them to feel loved and appre-
ciated.  And we worked to develop a sense of com-
munity in which we as a group could help each oth-
er. 

Those who attended were given focused time to 
consider what God had to teach them from their 

past experiences in an effort to grow and not 
be held back.   

Presenters included topics like how God was 
with David through his challenges, how God 
is still with us when we walk away, and how 
being simply obedient to him allows him to 
change us.  

These subjects can sometimes be hard to 
grasp. But the speakers were compassionate, 
genuine and showed how God has blessed 
their lives. They gave us listeners a fearless 
understanding of subjects that society may 
consider uncomfortable. They were brave, 
courageous and spoke with truth and author-
ity.  

Having love, compassion, and an under-
standing of God’s direction helps us taste 

what he’s trying to do for us individually and 
among us all.   
                   (continued on next page) 

 

Memories from… 

KINGDOM 
BOUND 

CFF YOUTH ADVANCE  
JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2020 

By Tim Behlen, Coordinator 
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...“Time spent with believers 
striving to grow closer to Christ 
is invaluable. When people dare 
to be vulnerable and real, walls 
come down. It gives others the 
opportunity to say ‘me too.’ 
Many good things come out of it. 
Healing happens, new friend-
ships are formed and peace is re-
stored within. I experienced all 
of these things in the hours I 
spent at Christian Family Fel-
lowship.” 
~ Emily Sheets, Columbus, OH 

Emily came as a guest and was a 
first time attendee to our 
church. Believers like her strive 
to seek more, know more and do 
more with God. These are just 
some of the reasons God allows 
us to have these experiences to-
gether. 

One of the activities we did as a 
group was called vision boards. 
The exercise was a way for each 
person to compare where they’ve 
been headed with where they’d 
like to be. It was an effective 
technique, shared well by some-
one who has used it to help her-
self grow. It also helped transi-
tion one of the speaker's topics 

into something attendees could 
put down on paper, providing 
hope and a plan for their future.  

In light of all these things, we 
saw that it’s important to espe-
cially help those who are need-
ing a bit more hope, planning 
assistance or a new perspective.  

“It was an opportunity to look 
beyond our past by which the 
world tries to define us, and fo-
cus on the reality of who God 
says we are and what his purpos-
es are for our future.”  
~ AJ Fowler, Gorham, ME  

As a church and ministry, 
we aspire to help people 
seek out Jesus, give them a 
time and a place to praise 
him, and to show a way to 
receive healing through 
him. This has been our goal as a 
faith community for many years, 
and we continue to view this as 
one of our most important roles 
for those that walk through our 
doors. We feel that this event 
was aligned with that goal and 
satisfied attendees’ longing for 
more of what the Lord desires 
for us. 
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in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of neces-
sity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to 
make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always hav-

ing all sufficiency in all things, 
may abound to every good 
work: 9 (As it is written, He 
hath dispersed abroad; he 
hath given to the poor: his 
righteousness remaineth for 
ever. 10 Now he that minister-
eth seed to the sower both 
minister bread for your food, 
and multiply your seed sown, 
and increase the fruits of your 
righteousness;) 11 Being en-
riched in every thing to all 
bountifulness, which causeth 
through us thanksgiving to 
God. 

Then I read Proverbs which 
led me to a book by Steven K. 

Scott called The Richest Man Who Ever Lived.  The 
book is about King Solomon’s life. What I found 
was that giving is 100% a heart thing!  

Giving should not be based on necessity. Giving 
shouldn’t be about what we 
will get from God or anyone 
else. Giving is an act of love.  
If our heart about giving isn’t 
right, it doesn’t matter how 
much money we have or what 
we give. That’s why some rich, 
famous people commit suicide, 
and yet the family who lives on 
$40,000 a year might be abun-
dantly blessed, joyful and 
peaceful. No matter how much 
or how little money we have 
coming in, not giving can hin-
der opportunities for God to 

bless us bigger. It’s because he loved that we have the 
opportunity to give back. 

In the last six months, I have had the opportunity to 
trust God in ways I never thought I could. It would 
have been easy (and to some people even reasonable) 

for me to stop giving. Saukar and I decid-
ed right away to do the opposite. We in-
creased our giving.  

I have repeated to myself every day, Prov-
erbs 3:5-6,  “Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding.6 In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy 
paths.” 

Through this journey, God has provided 
more than we ever expected! If our trust 

is in ourselves, our skills, or our talents, then we will only 
go as far as those things can take us.  But if we put our 
trust in God, He provides no matter the circumstances. We 
can claim 1 John 4:4b, “greater is he that is in you, than he 
that is in the world.”  

Every day, the question I ask myself is, “Who am I going to 
trust?” When God is the answer, all things are possible.  

M y relationship with money started at fifteen 
years old. My family had moved from South Car-
olina to North Dakota, and I ran up a $500 
phone bill my first month there. My dad told me 

I needed a job to pay that bill. I started working a couple of 
weeks later and have worked ever since.  

I learned about giving as a child. I was taught to tithe and 
have done so faithfully most of life. Early on, I memorized 
Malachi 3:8-12.  

Will a man rob God? Yet 
ye have robbed me. But ye 
say, Wherein have we 
robbed thee? In tithes and 
offerings. 9 Ye are cursed 
with a curse: for ye have 
robbed me, even this 
whole nation. 10 Bring ye 
all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there 
may be meat in mine 
house, and prove me now 
herewith, saith the Lord 
of hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heav-
en, and pour you out a 
blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to 
receive it. 11 And I will re-
buke the devourer for 
your sakes, and he shall 
not destroy the fruits of 
your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit 
before the time in the field, saith the Lord of 
hosts. 12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for 
ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of 
hosts. 

Those four verses helped me raise my 
daughter as a single mom. I knew if I 
gave my 10%, God would supply. I 
trusted that to be true… mostly. But I 
also worked two or three jobs just to 
make sure I could make ends meet. I 
also learned about investing. I took 
the Dave Ramsey class, Financial 
Peace University. I put all I learned 
into practice and saw God work.  

A few years ago, I got married. Over 
the last couple of years, my husband Saukar and 
I have had some financial and physical challeng-
es that required me to reevaluate. I realized that 
my trust was more in myself and what I could 
do with my knowledge of money and ability to 
work, rather than in God. I had a “come to Je-
sus” meeting. Crying out to God, I asked him to 
help me see what I missing so that I could trust 
Him more. I started by reading all the verses in 
the New Testament about money and giving. 
These verses in Corinthians really got me thinking.  God 
makes it clear that giving is about our heart.  

2 Corinthians 9:6-11 
But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also 
sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap 
also bountifully. 7 Every man according as he purposeth 

Sarah started 
as the  
Finance  
Secretary 
with CFFM in 
2014. In 2018, she started 
full time with CFFM as the 
General Manager/Finance  
Secretary. Sarah is married 
to Saukar Mullens. She has 
3 children, MaKayla, Amiri 
and Alijah, as well as a new 
grandson, Carter. 

Who  
Do  
You 
Trust? 
 
By  
Sarah Mullens 
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Jonathan & Sami and their 
five children love adventure. 
They split their time between 
their home in Troy, Ohio and 

their “home on wheels,” 
which allows them to explore 
our country, visiting friends 
and family along the way.  

A Lifestyle of Joyful Generosity 

my path to give me that exact number. 
Times like that build and reinforce your 
faith, and the faith of those giving like 
not much else can. 

We are absolutely believers in giving to 
the individual, but it is also our responsi-
bility and privilege as Christians to give 
to the church. We are called to “disciple 
all the nations” and to “go unto all the 
world and preach the gospel to all living 
things.” One way we do this is by giving 
to a church. Churches are uniquely posi-
tioned to spread the good news locally 
and abroad.  

Years ago we heard a teaching on giving 
where the church challenged the congre-
gation to “test God” (or “prove God,” 
Malachi 3:10, NIV). They offered a 
“tithing challenge” to give for ninety 
days, and if God doesn’t bless the giver, 
the church would return all their money, 
no questions asked. The church wasn’t 
afraid of having to give it back. They had 
seen time and time again, God being 
faithful to his promises.  

Luke 6:38  
Give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken togeth-

er and running over, will be poured 
into your lap. For with the measure you 
use, it will be measured to you. 

We were already giving, but were also 
proud that the leaders offered such a 
challenge. However, what stood out most 
was someone’s mention of Revelation 
22:14, “Blessed are they that do his com-
mandments.”  That reminded us that 
when we tithe our first fruits, we’ll be 
blessed. In that moment, I realized I 
would much rather live off 90% of my 
income blessed, than 100% of it not. 
With this in mind, I could cheerfully give, 
knowing that everything I have is God’s 
anyway. 

We believe that by our obedience in joy-
ful giving, God takes care of us in unseen 
ways as well. Our vehicles run better and 
last longer than most would expect. Our 
needs and wants are almost always met, 
whether it's for something meaningful or 
something trivial. God always provides. 
God has even kept our big family in 
amazing health!  Good financial steward-
ship opens the door for blessings in every 
area of life. 

In every way imaginable, we are most 
certainly “spoiled” children of the Most 
High! Our journey in joyfully giving as a 
married couple is ongoing and never dull.  
We are honored and privileged that God 
continues to trust us with an abundance 
to pour out.  And he gives us the guid-
ance day by day how to best serve the 
kingdom with our money. Money, after 
all, is an excellent tool for the kingdom.  

Money is a simple way to show people 
the heart of our Father and to help the 
church accomplish what it is called to. 
We pray that followers of Christ continue 
to trust him in all matters of money and 
experience a lifestyle of joyful generosity. 

R ecently, we watched our young 
waitress’ eyes tear up as she no-
ticed the $100 tip we had left. As 
she asked if she could give us a 

hug and thanked us profusely, I was 
struck by the difference a hundred dol-
lars can make in a person’s life. As we left 
that evening, we discussed a time not so 
long ago when a hundred dollars was a 
game changer in our own lives. 

So many times we have been at the re-
ceiving end of financial gifts. Many times 
someone listening to our Father would 
give to us, not knowing they were cover-
ing our bills that month or helping pro-
vide food for our kids. There were even a 
few seasons where wonderful people, 
moved by God, blessed our family by cov-
ering our rent for months while I went to 
school. Times like that, we didn’t even 
know the full impact until years down the 
road when we looked back on the path it 
put us on. You could say it is still impact-
ing us and those around us, as it helped 
us form our attitude towards giving. 

God faithfully took care of us when we 
were both single parents struggling to 
make ends meet. However, when we be-
came a married couple and agreed to give 
to God first, he really began to pour it on 
in a whole new level. Our income quickly 
multiplied in ways we never thought pos-
sible. God continues to work with us to 
bless others and blesses us abundantly in 
the process. 

In a broad sense, God is the source of 
every blessing (James 1:17), but some-
times he puts his undeniable mark on 
money matters to get our attention.  The 
most memorable giving stories are the 
times when God has worked in us or oth-
ers to give specific amounts that exactly 
meet the need. Like the time I was $148 
short on rent and God put someone in 

By Jonathan & Sami Hagar 
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CFF CRUISE TO  
COZUMEL& PROGRESO 
FEBRUARY 2020 / BUILDING FAMILY LOVE WHILE TAKING JESUS TO THE WORLD!  
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YATES SISTERS ALBUM:  
Sweeter as the Days Go By  

  
The much anticipated album of Vickie Allen and  

Elaine Woodlief, known as the Yates Sisters,  
is now available!  Cost:$15. To purchase, contact  

AAProductionsNCLLC@gmail.com  
or call Ellie Ray Allen at 919-816-7286 

 
The album is full of their sweet harmonies and  

inspiring songs. Their prayer is that this album will  
accomplish that which God has planned, which is  

to bless the life of everyone who hears this  
music. Enjoy! We love you! 

Friends, 
Families 

 

Fellowships 
& 

  

Memories from... 
WEEKEND IN THE WORD  

The Victory of Endurance in a Spirit-Filled Life 
Portland, Oregon / February 2020 

CFF Guest Speakers: Kevin & Sara Guigou 

Event Hosts 
Ed & Sharon Brockman 

CFF Pastoral Care Network:  
Aryn “AJ” Sallee & husband, Jerry 

 

CFF State Contact:  
Eric Koell & wife, Linda 
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The Atmosphere of Heaven 

By Patti Miller / Piqua, Ohio 

 

 

M 
y grandfather attended church for thirty years. His favorite 
tune to sing when counting the offering on Sunday was 
called “Aurora.”  The line in the song that was memorable 

for me was, “When you smile and call me honey, is it me or just my 
money?”  He would turn to me and say, “Son, we might go to church 
with a lot of rich people, but they sure don’t give as much as I do.”   

I know the church 
was blessed to have 
my grandfather giving 
of his time and fi-
nances. He served on 
their financial board 
and helped pay for 
their bell tower pro-
ject. From him I 
learned that money is 
a seed that we give to 
honor God.  I saw that 
when we sow into a 
church that we believe 
is good ground, it can 
greatly impact a com-
munity.    

Mark 4:8 (TPT)  
But some of the 
seeds fell onto good, 
rich soil that kept 
producing a good 
harvest. Some yield-
ed thirty, some six-
ty—and some even 
one hundred times 
as much as was 
planted! 

The easiest way to give would be to put a basket full of $100 bills on 
the street corner, so why do we give to our church? We believe the 
ministers have a pulse on what the community needs and have open 
hearts to follow the Lord’s direction. 

These are some steps that Amanda and I apply to financial giving: 
Listen, confirm, double it, give and smile.  

Listen with an attentive ear. God can impress someone’s need upon 
our heart during conversation or from their formal request. For exam-
ple, imagine this... your church is raising $12,000 for new chairs ($40 
each). You first hear in your heart, “I could pay for four chairs.”  
That’s when we’re tempted to think, “Why would I contribute toward 
four when maybe just two is enough?” 

The analogy continues in the next step: confirm. Ask God, “Was that 
my thought or yours?” before jumping to “How am ‘I’ going to make 
this happen?”  

The next is to consider doubling it. If I agonize over the details of a 
particular financial giving opportunity, the Lord sometimes says, 
“Double it!” I’ve learned to be fearless!  Maybe his heart is 
to purchase four chairs or ALL of the chairs!  

Jeremiah 32:27 (NKJV) 
Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh. Is there any-
thing too hard for Me?  

The next step can be challenging 
for me… the actual act of  
giving. Just do it! And God is 
glorified in the action.  

The final step is smile. In the be-
ginning, God said, “Let there be 
light.” In my example, he could 
have very easily said, “Let there 
be chairs!” But he wants us to en-
joy the blessing of giving and be-
ing in deeper relationship with 
Him as he leads us.  

2 Corinthians 9:12-15 (TPT)  
The priestly ministry you are 
providing through your offering 
not only supplies what is lack-
ing for God’s people, it inspires 
an outpouring of praises and 
thanksgiving to God himself.  
13 For as your extremely gener-
ous offering meets the approval 
of those in Jerusalem, it will 
cause them to give glory to 
God—all because of your loyal 
support and allegiance to the 
gospel of Christ, as well as your 
generous-hearted partnership 
with them toward those in 
need. 14 Because of this extraor-
dinary grace, which God has 
lavished on you, they will affec-
tionately remember you in their 
prayers. 15 Praise God for his 
astonishing gift, which is far 
too great for words! 

Amanda and I believe that, with 
God, all things are possi-
ble. Together, our goal is to 
change lives and bring hope. We 
are learning to give when and 
where the Spirit directs us. 
Whether it’s giving to our church, 
paying our neighbor’s electric 
bill, or buying someone a meal, 
we’ve learned that the Lord will 
supply as we are willing.  

Matthew 18:20 (TPT) For 
wherever two or three come to-
gether in honor of my name, I 
am right there with them!” 

When we decide that God is 
big, big things happen! 

Michael and Amanda have been married for  
eleven years. They’ve lived in Ohio for eight years,  

and rejoice in their children: Madelyn Grace,  
Parker Joseph and Gwenevere Grace.  

Fearless Giving 
By Michael & Amanda  

Burrows 
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AGE AS OF 7/28/20: 

YOUTH EXCELLING SPIRITUALLY 

YES! CAMP 2020 
“YES” stands for Youth Excelling Spiritually. Young followers of Jesus want 
to excel in their spiritual walk of love and power. They want to say “YES!” 

to God’s invitation for youth to live for him. 

TUESDAY, JULY 28—SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2020 
WHO:    12 thru 25 years old 

WHERE:  Christian Family Fellowship 
       1575 W. State Route 571, Tipp City, Ohio 45371 

COST:    $295 per attendee 

 A “what to bring” list & other information will be sent to you 
 Camp Arrival: Tuesday, July 28, 3:00—6:00 PM; dinner provided for campers 
 Camp Ends: Sunday, August 2nd after Sunday Morning Fellowship 
 Airport pick-up available at Dayton International Airport only 
 For more information contact: Sarah Mullens 937-669-3090/sarah@cffm.org 
 REGISTRATION DEADLINE: July 1, 2020 

(Register online at www.cffm.org/events, or send your above info and check to CFFM, 1575 W. State Route 571, Tipp City, OH 45371) 

Emergency Contact Phone #’s: 

Bonded With Christ! 
1 John 1:3 
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pursue it. She had a deep desire to live a purposeful 
life.  

We kept in touch and six months after graduation 
caught up over video chat. She informed me that she 
had pursued the ministry program and was looking 
for accountability partners. I told her I was more than 
happy to be one of those partners, but I also wanted 
to be one of her monthly financial sponsors. It is an 
honor to sponsor her and support campus ministry.  

The following 
summer during 
another intern-
ship, I attended 
an intern volun-
teer event at 
Gateway Center, 
a local homeless 
shelter in Atlan-
ta. Volunteering 
there was a hum-
bling and fun ex-
perience with my 

group of interns. At the end of our 
event the lady leading us through 
the volunteer activities told us that 
she was a Christ-follower and she 
believed her work at Gateway Cen-
ter was her calling: helping make 
homelessness rare, brief and non-
recurring. Her testimony inspired 
me. I could see that she was living 
her own life-in-Christ.  

At that point I was also inspired to add Gateway Cen-
ter to my monthly charitable donations. And it was an 
honor to be invited to their event for recognizing fi-
nancial supporters. What they do at Gateway reminds 
me of what Jesus called us to do in Matthew 25:35-
40. We are to serve others as though we are serving 
Christ.  

During Black History month my company hung up 
posters all around the office of quotations by Martin 
Luther King, Jr. My favorite was his statement, “Life’s 
most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What are you 
doing for others?’” We’ve all been given talents, and 
we are meant to multiply those talents. It doesn’t mat-
ter how many talents we start with, but instead, what 
we choose to do with them. 

J ehovah-Jireh, the Lord will provide  
                              (Genesis 22:14) 

God paved my path to Georgia Tech and into my 
current position in the tech industry. I still re-

member Grandma Judi and Grandpa Mike telling me 
that they were praying for me to get into Georgia Tech 
during my last CFF YES Camp, before I went to col-
lege. God provided me with a strong on-campus sup-
port system through my academic and career advi-
sors. I didn’t know that I needed it, but God did.  

God continued opening doors and providing me 
with software engineer internship experiences at 
Facebook, Apple 
and Mailchimp. 
Interviews for 
software engi-
neering intern-
ships are usually 
very tough includ-
ing many algo-
rithmic questions 
answered during 
a more technical 
interview. But 
God made it clear 
to me that this 
was his doing and 
not mine. As it 
turned out, all my 
internship inter-
views were behav-
ioral, no technical 
coding!  

Now I’m a 
Georgia 
Tech alum, 
and I just 
had my one
-year anni-
versary at 
my job. 
God provides, not just 
so that we can take care 
of ourselves but so that 
we can also do good 
works and acts of chari-
ty.  

My parents taught me that if I gave to God first, then 
I would always be blessed and have more than 
enough. Tithing to my home church (CFF) is how I 
started exercising the principle of giving. Now I have 
made this principle my own, growing it into a free-
form method of giving. 

During one of my internships in Seattle, I bumped in-
to a fellow-worker who I had met during my first posi-
tion at Facebook. We became friends that summer 
and connected on our shared faith. My newfound 
friend told me that she had been thinking about par-
ticipating in a campus ministry program at her uni-
versity. She was unsure whether or not she should set 
aside summer software engineering internships to 

A Life of Giving & Generosity 

By Chez Browne, Auburn, GA 

Chez is a recent graduate of The Georgia Institute of Technology with a Bachelor of Science in 
Computer Science. He is a software engineer III at Mailchimp working in mobile develop-

ment. He considers himself a product-focused software engineer with a passion for building 
technologies that intentionally help people in their daily lives. 
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In March, Ferne flew back out to 
Sara’s and went house hunting.  The 
search needed to be for a place with-
in a half hour of Sara.  Everything 
was over our price range, but she 
knew something had to happen.  At 
that time, the price of one of the 
houses was lowered.  Yeah God!  
When Ferne got home, we talked and 
put our Florida house on the market, 
using the same realtor we had when 

we’d purchased.  Due to property 
prices going up in the area, we were 
able to list our home for 150% of our 
purchase price.  The inventory for 
our area was small which meant a 
better chance to sell quickly.  Thank 
you God!  Due to this, we moved for-
ward on an offer on the Colorado 
home.   

In order to avoid having two mort-
gages we had to sell our house rather 
quickly.  For the longest time, we 
never even had any traffic through it.  
We kept confessing we only need one 
buyer to see it and love it.  As the 
deadline approached, we finally got 
an offer from a military couple in 
Hawaii who had never even seen the 
place.  God sure worked things out.  
Ferne headed to Colorado and I 

O ne of my favorite songs is 
The Great Adventure by 
Steven Curtis Chapman.  
Because it captures the thrill 

and excitement of our Christian 
walk, I send it out to all our Messen-
gers For Christ before they start 
their 100-day MFC Adventure.  I be-
lieve these MFC adventures primed 
the pump for God leading Ferne and 
me into our current adventure. 

Due to our past life choices 
we have not lived near any 
of our ten grandchildren 
(much to Ferne’s great dis-
may).  Most of our grand-
children are now young 
adults.  However, our 
youngest daughter, Sara, 
was recently pregnant with 
her first. 

In February 2019 Ferne 
needed to fly to Steamboat 
Springs, CO.  Sara was put 
on bed rest for a few weeks 
as her pregnancy was in a 
stressed state.  After being 
there in one of the worst 
winter months, Ferne real-
ized that with the dry air 
and sunshine, all the cold 
and snow was sort of pleas-
ant.  She started to feel 
heart tugs to relocate and be 
near our 11th grandchild 
who was due in late July.  It 
seemed impossible due to 
the high price of housing, 
but after speaking with a 
realtor, she learned we 
might be able to afford a 
small home in the next town 
down the road. 

When she got back to Flori-
da, Ferne asked me to con-
sider moving even though 
sense-knowledge-wise she 
knew it looked impossible.  However, 
she not only wanted to move to be 
near Sara and our new grandchild, 
she felt God was tugging at her heart 
that He had much more in store for 
us in Colorado.  She felt God told her 
that He gave her five great years at 
the beach (a lifelong desire of hers) 
and now it was time to move on.   

I was initially shocked, because I 
never ever considered moving 
again.  However, I knew when Ferne 
said God was working in her heart, 
I’d better pay attention.  After spend-
ing a short time in prayer about it, I 
was on board with the idea, and we 
immediately began preparations for 
the move across country. 

stayed in Florida.  We closed on both 
houses on June 5th; I did the paper-
work in Florida, and she handled it 
in Colorado. 

The move entailed a big garage sale.  
The process also involved a U-Haul 
truck, finding someone to load what 
we packed and drive it from the gulf 
to the mountains.  There we hired 
guys to unload us.  God blessed each 

and every step, and our ad-
venture was coming to pass. 

Not only did we have our 
daughter and family nearby 
our new home, but Larry 
and Lesa Radford and their 
daughter Mariah also lived 
in the area.  We have known 
them for about thirty years.  
We planned to go to church 
with them.   

When Ferne was in the area 
in February, she attended 
the church twice and was 
invited to teach the second 
time.  Upon our arrival, we 
were warmly welcomed, and 
I was also given an oppor-
tunity to teach.  I first taught 
on Psalms 119, and the peo-
ple received it well. 

The minister is a young 
woman who loves God and 
walks by the spirit.  She 
wanted to interpret and 
prophesy, so Ferne and I 
helped her do that.  She then 
asked me to teach on speak-
ing in tongues and healing. 

People from another local 
church attended one of the 
services when I taught.  They 
also invited me to teach in 
their church.  Since then, I 
have had opportunities to 

teach about twice a month (which 
was more than I did while in Tipp 
City).  Last Sunday I was asked to 
come on the Board of Elders (much 
like the CFF Board of Trustees in 
Tipp City).   

We are in the middle of our second 
MFC adventure since moving to Col-
orado.  I’ve also been able to present 
some teaching topics at a Day in the 
Word in Mobile, Alabama and in 
Denver, CO (and we’re willing to 
come to your area, too!)  We have 
just begun this great adventure and 
are excited about where God is tak-
ing us.  It’s so much fun to walk in 
the steps of Jesus Christ and love like 
he loved. 

~~~~~ 

Another  
Great  
Adventure 
By Wayne & Ferne Clapp 
Hayden, CO 
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Messengers for Christ 9 is a spiritual training 
adventure of Christian Family Fellowship Ministry.  
It is a commitment to discipline oneself to incorpo-
rate prayer and praise, reading God’s Word,  
speaking God’s Word, deliberate and purposeful 
giving, and fellowshipping with the saints into 
one’s lifestyle. 

The Main Thrust of this 100-day Messengers for 
Christ 9  adventure is developing our relationship 
with God and His son so that we can walk in the 
steps of Jesus Christ and enjoy the pleasure of 
God’s company like Jesus did.  We will focus on 
Jesus’ healing ministry and learn to heal like he 
healed. 

The Messengers for Christ 9 Commitment: 

As a Messenger for Christ 9, I commit  
myself to: 

 Speak in tongues the first thing in the morning 
when I arise. 

 Assemble and maintain a lift list (a prayer list to 
include the other MFC; to be used daily). 

 Spend at least 15 minutes in God’s Word reading 
the Scriptures every day. 

 Read and execute the Messengers for Christ 
Handbook 9 lesson for the day. 

 Learn and use retemories (scripture retained in 
the memory). 

 Purpose in my heart (i.e. deliberate and decide) 
how I want to give each day. 

 Develop a habit pattern of meekness to God and 
His Word. 

As a Messenger for Christ 9 I anticipate: 

 Being faithful to my commitment. 

 Learning more about keeping God in my  
thinking with prayer and praise. 

 Learning more about receiving strength 
and comfort from God’s Word. 

 Learning more about overcoming the 
inertia of not speaking. 

 Learning more about operating all nine  
manifestations. 

 Learning more about telling my personal  
story of deliverance and victory. 

 Using my Messenger for Christ Handbook 9  
every morning and every evening 

 Developing my intimacy with God and my Lord 
Jesus Christ so that whether I face weal or woe, 
my love for and commitment to them never  
fluctuates. 

The Commitment of CFF to the Messengers 
for Christ 9: 

 Personal, daily prayer support. 

 A curriculum on Healing Like Jesus and how 
God’s mighty hand moves on behalf of 
His   people. 

 Daily email/phone contact from the training co-
ordinators. 

 Suggestions for additional and optional weekly growth-producing 
activities. 

 The Goals of the CFF Messengers for Christ 9: 

 To develop habit patterns into your lifestyle: prayer and praise, read-
ing God’s Word, speaking God’s Word, deliberate and purposeful 
giving, and fellowshipping with the saints. 

 To cultivate fruit of the spirit by operating manifestations of the  
spirit. 

 To grow in relationship with God and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 To love and Heal Like Jesus did. 

MESSENGERS  
  
CHRIST 9 

for 

Heal Like 
Jesus 

To sign up, contact Wayne Clapp  
wgccff2@aol.com / 850-982-3343 

100-DAY TRAINING ADVENTURE 
August 7 thru November 14, 2020 

Registration Deadline: July 31, 2020 
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Hosted by 
Tonia Shroyer 

with  
Mike & Judi  

Magel 

Join Us For 
A Weekend with Roberts Liardon 

Author of the “God’s Generals” Series 
November 13-15, 2020 

Christian Family Fellowship / Tipp City, OH 

Dr. Roberts Liardon is an author, teacher, spiritual leader, church historian and 
humanitarian.  He has produced radio, television, and internet programs.  Over 

eighty books have been authored by Liardon, which have been translated into more 
than sixty languages, selling more than sixteen million copies. 

Dr. Liardon has ministered in over 127 nations and loves to pray, teach the Word of 
God, and prophesy to bless God’s people. He speaks to a current generation of 

believers who want to draw closer to the heart of God and impact their communities 
and nations through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Registration: $35/attendee or $49/live-stream location 

Watch for more information at cffm.org/events 


