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… I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it.    1 Peter 5:12 (NIV) 
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Mark 4:13 (KJV) 
And he said unto them, Know ye not this para-
ble? and how then will ye know all parables? 

Many times when I read the parable of the sower, my mind 
immediately goes to the seed. Certainly we cannot expect a 
harvest if we do not sow. But I would like to focus more on 
soil preparation and conditions that lead to a more abundant 
harvest. For us, preparation of the heart is likened to the soil 
the seed is sown into. The seed bed is vital for the seed to 
germinate and grow.  

Our daughter Taylor Dill earned her master’s degree in 
agronomy at The Ohio State University. She’s employed by 
Ohio State Extension - Darke County as an Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Extension Educator. About this subject, 
she shares,  

“Seeds require a specific environment to germinate and 
thrive. Seeds need water, oxygen, sunlight (heat) and nu-
trients from the soil. The soil contains the nutrients the 
plant needs to sustain it throughout its life. However, at 
the beginning of the plant’s life, the soil needs to be at the 
correct temperature and have the perfect amount of water 
to ensure the seed can put out roots and eventually 
emerge from the soil and flourish.” 

Within the soil, there is a lot of activity going on either to 

promote growth or to stop it. As in soil, there is a battle go-
ing on in the unseen spiritual realm to promote growth or to 
end it. (God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit and the angels all move in 
the unseen on our behalf.) Many times in my life, I have been 
sowing seed when I needed to be more focused on preparing 
the soil instead.   

Proverbs 3:1 says, “My son, forget not my law; but let thine 
heart keep my commandments:” Proverbs 4:23 adds, “Keep 
thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.” 
And Jesus taught in Matthew 12:35, “A good man out of the 
good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an 
evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.” 

The limiting factor for the harvest in the parable is not 
the seed. It is the soil the seed is sown into! 

Hebrews 4:2 
For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: 
but the word preached did not profit them, not being 
mixed with faith in them that heard it. 

This is referring to Israel while they were in the wilder-
ness. They received God’s word (direction) to enter into the 
Promised Land. There were two that rested in that promise 
(Hebrews 4:3a, “For we which have believed do enter into 
rest...”) 

The others believed an evil report. That word did not profit 
                        (continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 
them. They were afraid to go into the 
land flowing with milk and honey. What 
they saw was bigger than the promise 
they received. The evil report from the 
ten spies caused their hearts to faint 
and they had no faith to enter in. They 
had received the promise but did not 
guard their hearts. 

Isaiah 54:17 
No weapon that is formed 
against thee shall prosper; 
and every tongue that shall 
rise against thee in judgment 
thou shalt condemn. This is 
the heritage of the servants 
of the LORD, and their right-
eousness is of me, saith the 
LORD. 

Joshua and Caleb condemned 
the evil report. The others did 
not. 

In our farming business, there 
have been times when we have 
planted in very good condi-
tions. Yet afterwards, the con-
ditions changed and we no 
longer had a good atmosphere 
for production. That can hap-
pen spiritually, too. We may 
sow seed in faith and then be-
come discouraged, not trusting in the 
harvest. Sometimes we may have a crop 
failure. That can come because of mis-
takes or the enemy brings a 
flood. Either way, we must “die to it.” 
We cannot allow that setback to keep 
us from pressing on to victory. We are 
in a battle of two kingdoms, and our 
flesh can be weakened and our mind 
deceived. 

James 1:22 & 26 
But be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving your own 
selves... 26 If any man among you 
seem to be religious, and bridleth not 
his tongue, but deceiveth his own 

heart, this man's religion is vain. 

Our words and our actions need to 
be in agreement with God’s Word, 
and it will not return void (Isaiah 
55:11). God’s Word is able to root 
out deception (by discerning of spir-

its) and unbelief (by faith).  

Hebrews 4:12 
For the word of God is quick, 
and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, 
and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the 
heart (See also :14-16). 

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 
For though we walk in the 
flesh, we do not war after the 
flesh: (For the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strong 
holds;) Casting down imagi-
nations, and every high thing 
that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bring-
ing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of 

Christ; 

In Mark 4:24, Jesus encouraged them 
to “take heed what you hear.” He also 
said in Luke 8:18, “Take heed how ye 
hear.” It’s up to us to give the Word a 
chance to make a difference in our 
lives. We do that by providing an 
environment that will allow the 
Word to take root, grow and produce 
faith. 

Romans 10:17 
So then faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God. 

Romans 5:1-5 
Therefore being justified by faith, 

we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ By whom also we 
have access by faith into this grace 
wherein we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God. And not only 
so, but we glory in tribulations also: 
knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience; And patience, experience; 
and experience, hope: And hope 
maketh not ashamed; because the 
love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is 
given unto us. 

Both Romans 5 and 2 Corinthians 12 
encourage us to learn to glory in weak-
ness. That can only come with a rela-
tionship that is not strained when there 
is trouble. We are able to stand strong 
because the love of God by the Holy 
Spirit is given to us. I would encourage 
you to read Romans 5. No matter what 
the world throws at us, we have great 
reason to hope (an expectation of 
something good). We are to reign in life 
by one, Jesus Christ! We continue to 
look to Jesus, the author and finisher of 
faith and to the Father who gives us the 
victory through Him! Let’s work at  
preparing our soil, our hearts, so we 
can rest in His promises. 

Tom Dill 
CFF Vice President 
Tipp City, Ohio 

 

CHRISTIAN 
When we accept Jesus as Lord, we  

receive his Spirit within us.  Having 

Christ in us makes us Christians and 

children of God our Father.  As we  

explore the Bible’s promises and walk 

by the Spirit’s direction, the character 

of Christ within begins to transform us 

from the inside out, revealing Jesus to 

the world through our lives. 

FAMILY 
The Bible describes the followers of 

Jesus as God’s sons and  

daughters.  We are born again into an 

eternal family of the Father’s love.  He 

has uniquely gifted each of His chil-

dren and called us to stand together in  

compassion, encouragement, and  

forgiveness. The spirit-inspired  

kindness that we share in our faith 

communities works to heal  

relationships and restore families. 

FELLOWSHIP 
Christian fellowship is relationship. It 

is an intimate partnership of spiritual  

connection, association, and  

involvement.  God calls us to a  

personal relationship with himself, 

with Jesus Christ, and with fellow  

believers so that our joy may be full  

(1 John 1:3-4). Our faith community is 

devoted to encouraging and cultivating 

these healing partnerships for  

everyone involved. 

In the  
parable, the 

limiting  
factor for 

the harvest 
isn’t the 

seed; it’s the 
soil that the 
seed is sown 

into! 
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CALENDAR 
 

www.cffm.org 
 

We encourage all of God’s 
people to get together freely 
and often to minister God’s 
love and truth to each other, 
to cultivate spiritual maturity 
and to develop a meaningful  

faith-community. 
 

What Can  
We Do for You 

Today?  
 

Join our live or archived 
Sunday Morning Service 

by Live Streaming at  
cffm.org/live-streaming 

 
Also enjoy past teachings 
on our website, podcast or 

YouTube channel 

2nd & 4th 
Sunday, 

monthly; 5pm 

TEEN FELLOWSHIP (12-18 yrs. old) 
Hosts: Casey & Katrina MacPherson 

CFFM 
Tipp City, OH 

Monday Nights 
6:30pm Meal 

7PM Mtg. 

YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP 
Hosts: Joey & Courtney Salvo 

CFFM 
Tipp City, OH 

7/27-8/1 
YOUTH EXCELLING SPIRITUALLY 
YES Camp 2021 · Our 24th  youth  cam p! 

Camp Director: Tonia Shroyer 

CFFM 
Tipp City, OH 

8/7 thru 
11/14/21 

MESSENGERS FOR CHRIST 10: 
Philippians – Joyfully Serving Together 

Worldwide 

8/14 
DAY IN THE WORD: Mem bers in Particular  

Guest Speakers: Kevin Guigou & Houk Hitchcock 
Host: Elden & Kathy Daugherty 

Mill Valley  
Scout Hall  

Mill Valley, CA 

9/24-26 
A WEEKEND WITH DR. ROBERTS LIARDON 

Author of the “God’s Generals” Series 
Hosts: Tonia Shroyer with Mike & Judi Magel 

CFFM 
Tipp City, OH 

9/26, after 
SMF 

FRIENDS & FAMILY DAY PICNIC 
Join us for mealtime & fun after Sunday Morning 

Fellowship with Pastor Roberts Liardon! Chicken & 
water provided. Bring a side dish to share. And…  

the ice cream man is coming!  

CFFM 
Tipp City, OH 

10/3 
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

Hosts: Jeff Shroyer & Mark Harbert 
CFFM 

Tipp City, OH 

10/7-10 
APPLING, GEORGIA ADVANCE 

Hosts: Justin & Elisa Demers 
Among Guest Speakers: Kevin Guigou 

Appling, GA 

How to Offer Financial  
Support to CFFM 

 

1) Through our website, www.cffm.org/giving  
(one-time or recurring gift) 

2) By texting a donation amount to  
(937)-502-2999 (one-time credit card input) 

3) By regular mail to CFFM,  
1575 W. State Route 571, Tipp City, OH 45371 
(check/money order) 

4) By CFFM donation envelopes available from our 
main office 

Jesus to the World! 
 

Since our beginning in 1996, we’ve regularly heard 
from people who want to be actively associated with 

Christian Family Fellowship Ministry  
in our emphasis on… 

JESUS, our focus 
PRAISE, our response 
HEALING, our benefit 

...all to the glory of God our Father! 

Check www.cffm.org to find pastors, contacts and  
homechurches near you. Feel free to contact any of 
them or our staff so that we may support you and 

your local faith community. We want to partner with 
you in personal growth and in cultivating the life of  

the Lord Jesus Christ in our world. 

I pray that your partnership with us  
in the faith may be effective in deepening your  
understanding of every good thing we share  

for the sake of Christ. 
Philemon 1:6 (NIV) 

~ THANK YOU ~ 
… for your prayers, encouragement  
and financial support that make all  

our ministry services possible,  
building a healthy spiritual family. 
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Memories from... 
National Day of Prayer 
Tipp City, OH / CFFM & Downtown / May 2021 



 

5 

 

 

Sometimes I remind myself how won-
derful life is. I have total access to God 
the Father through Jesus. I can talk to 
God anytime for anything that is hap-
pening in my life, and God talks to me, 
too. I am learning to Stop—Listen—
Obey.  

Even though I pray in the spirit 
(tongues—1 Corinthians 14:14-15), I 
can also ask God what He wants me to 
pray about. No matter how crazy it 
might sound to my mind, I pray it. Dur-
ing my prayer time, I listen and obey 
what He says. Often God has practical 
things He wants me to do like send a 
card, make a phone call, send a text, 
repent for something I have or haven’t 
done.  

Timing is everything! So, I’m learning 
to STOP what I’m doing and OBEY the 
voice of God. This is often not conven-
ient; life is rarely convenient. Life is 
messy and people's needs often inter-
rupt my “to do list.” Being a partner 
with God in seeing miracles come to 
pass is definitely worth the interrup-
tion. My prayer is: 

May your times of prayer be plenti-
ful, filled with expectation, insightful, 
powerful & delightful! 

During times of distress presidents and 
other leaders have called on our coun-
try “to turn to God in prayer and medi-
tation” (36 U.S. Code, Section 119). The 
National Day of Prayer is a time to 
acknowledge that we need God to in-
tervene in all life's matters, invade our 
culture and to help us govern our 
country on sound biblical principles. 
We celebrated that observance this 
year in Tipp City, Ohio, with local citi-
zens downtown and among our church 
family at Christian Family Fellowship 
Ministry (CFFM). 

Our faith family took the time to organ-
ize a program of prayer throughout the 
day, inviting God to show up and show 
off in all areas of our lives. First, many 
of us joined in our community’s Na-
tional Day of Prayer in downtown Tipp 
City. After that, we gathered for several 
hours of private prayer at our church 
facility. That prayer time culminated in 
a program of corporate prayer which 
was live-streamed (can still be viewed 
on our YouTube channel). I recom-
mend that everyone considers getting 
involved in their community’s prayer 
events in May next year.  

We plan to do it again next year, as the 
Lord directs. Hopefully that will also be 
an occasion where we can grow in our 
knowledge and foundations about 
prayer into the future. Jesus has prom-
ised to gather us up someday, but until 
then, it is my heart's desire to spend 
more time in prayer personally and 
corporately. I feel such an urgency to 
keep my head and heart geared toward 
my Lord Jesus and my Father God. 
Prayer does just that. 

I can't imagine “life without prayer.” 
That sounds like the title of a horror 
movie! How scary that would be! 

y our kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven (Matthew 6:10).  

Those are words of Jesus, and 
he’s serious. So how do we bring God's 
kingdom and his will from heaven 
down to earth? I’ll bet you guessed it - 
prayer. 

1 John 5:14-15 tell us we can have con-
fidence as we approach God, that God 
hears us and we know we will have 
what we ask of him. WOW! Too good to 
be real? Not if we have Jesus, the Son of 
God in our lives. Jesus makes all of 
God's promises available without anxi-
ety. 

Philippians 4:6 exhorts: “Do not be 
anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God.” James 5:16 says... “The prayer of 
a righteous person is powerful and 
effective.” We go to God in prayer, ask-
ing according to His will through Jesus 
Christ. And in that, we must be expect-
ing God to “show up” (His presence) 
and “show off” (His mighty acts). Just 
think how God could show up and 
show off with lots of us praying!  

That’s what excites me so much about 
The National Day of Prayer, recog-
nized in the United States on the first 
Thursday of May each year. What a 
fantastic opportunity to pray with all 
sorts of believers from across our great 
nation! And there are Christians all 
over the world who love our country 
and focus their prayers with us on that 
special day. This observance was for-
malized by law in 1952. Earlier days of 
prayer were called for during different 
times in our U.S. history dating as far 
back as 1775.  

Martie Richardson lives in Piqua, Ohio, and attends Christian Family Fellowship gatherings in Tipp City.  
She is part of the Pastoral Team at CFFM and loves to praise, pray and dance. 

PRAYER: 
Asking God to Show Up & Show Off 

   By Martie Richardson / Piqua, Ohio 
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We continued driving and 
pulled into an area where a 
very large truck full of produce 
had just parked. They opened 
up the back to reveal large fifty 
kilo bags of potatoes, carrots, 
and just about every type of 
produce you could think of. All I 
could think was “Wow God, when 
you supply, you don’t mess around.” 
It was amazing how God was pour-
ing on the blessings. 

Things got even more interest-
ing… Once we loaded up the car 
with bags and bags of produce and 
climbed back in, I said in my heart, 

“Thank you Lord for supplying us 
with this abundance of food, not 
just for us but to share with those 
around us. I have one more re-
quest: it’s probably too much to 
ask, but I would love some soda. 
Regardless, thanks for these bless-
ings today.” 

That was it. I didn’t think about it 
anymore because quite honestly, I 
felt a little silly even asking God for 
that. 

So we drove back home. As we 
pulled into the driveway, I saw a 
car. It was my niece's fiance . He had 
come to make sure she was doing 
OK. We went into the house and 
what did I see on the floor?  

Three crates full of soda. WHAT?! 
My niece's fiance  had brought them. 

I thought, “God, are you serious? 
You heard my desire. Thank you.” 

I was in tears thinking of how God 

I t was 3:30 a.m. in Concepcion, 
Chile on February 27, 2010. 
My family was sound asleep 

when the apartment started violently 
shaking. It was an 8.9 earthquake and 
like nothing I have ever experienced 
before. Being fifty miles from the epi-
center, it went on for several minutes. 

That event was the start of about six 
weeks without power, access to gro-
cery stores, or even running water. It 
was a crazy time. However, it was also 
one of the most exciting times of our 
lives to see God supply our needs and 
much more so we could bless others.  

Ephesians 3:20 
Now unto him that is able to do  
exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us. 

After the earthquake, my wife Juany, 
our daughter Nicole and I went to 
stay with my brother-in-law Miguel to 
pool our resources. We knew the next 
few weeks were going to be a chal-
lenge. All the grocery stores were be-
ing looted so getting food was going 
to be scarce. There were eight of us in 
one small house. 

After about a week with no cell ser-
vice, power, or ability to buy food, we 
decided to drive around and see what 
we could find. We had a list... eggs and 
lots of produce. 

There was hardly anybody out and 
about. As we were driving, we saw a 
woman on the side of the road all by 
herself (not a soul in sight) with a cart 
stacked with racks of eggs! Exactly 
what we needed. THANK YOU, GOD! 

Mark and his wife Juany live in Tipp City with their daughter Nicole and serve on the Pastoral Care Team at CFFM. Mark 
is a small business owner, teaching and training small businesses how to use social media for increased online exposure. 

GOD CARES ABOUT  
THE LITTLE THINGS 

     By Mark Harbert / Tipp City, Ohio 

heard me and pro-
vided something 
so small to bless 
me. I learned a 
valuable lesson. 
God knows us 
better than we 

know ourselves. He cares about the 
things I care about. 

Some might think, “Well, it was only 
soda.” No. For me, it was much bigger. 
It was confirmation that God heard 
me. He showed me just how much the 
little things in my life matter to him. 
Even soda. 

So my question to you is, what need 
or desire do you have in your life that 
you think is too insignificant to take 
to God? 

I tell you, it's not too small. He hears 
you. He wants to open up the win-
dows of heaven and pour out a bless-
ing on your life that you don’t have 
room enough to receive. God special-
izes in the smallest things to bless His 
kids. 

During the aftermath of the earth-
quake, we never had a lack of any-
thing. We always had much more food 
than we could eat, so much so that I 
have no doubt God was multiplying 
our supply supernaturally. No matter 
how much we consumed, there was 
always plenty to give away. 

God will do the same for you. The 
question is, “Are you ready to let 
Him?”  

Let’s tell Him what we need and  
desire right now. He hears us! 
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    FAMILY REUNION 2021 
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     TIPP CITY, 
OHIO 
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Pavements 
Paints &  
Plants   

THANK 
YOU 
for your  

support that 
allows us to 
maintain the 
ministry  

facilities that 
God has  
provided.  

 
All of it is  

dedicated to His 
glory and to the 
service of our 
faith family. 

RECENT IMPROVEMENTS 
CFFM / TIPP CITY, OHIO  
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 Job 22:28 
Thou shalt also decree a thing, and it 
shall be established unto thee… 

He didn’t say “someday,” if you are good 
enough. Let’s not wander in the wilder-
ness when the promise land is at hand.   

What do we do though when we see no 
answer? We think we prayed in faith, then 
nothing.  The devil mocks, “Keep waiting,” 
or “Look how much time has passed. Why 
don’t you give up. It didn’t work.”  What 
do we say to those who have not yet seen 
specific prayers manifested? That’s tough, 
but we know that the thief is still at work. 
Be strong in Jesus. Praise silences the 
voice of the enemy. In the next nanosec-
ond the prayer can become manifested. 
We stand, regardless. 

The cloud of witnesses died before seeing 
the Lord. They hoped in the eternal city. 
Hope is not “a maybe” but an expecting as-
surance. Their faith was not in vain. That 
city is coming, and they will see it. They 
believed in a savior before he came. We 
believe in him after his first coming, but 
both are accounted for righteousness. 
Time is irrelevant when we grasp the 
faithfulness of God. 

We’re on earth for a certain period of 
time. From an evangelistic standpoint, we 
may have only today to impact someone. 
Redeem the time. Today is the day of sal-
vation; otherwise, it’s always tomorrow. 

Let’s not automatically assume that we 
have to wait for everything. “Hope de-
ferred makes the heart sick.” 

Scripture does say, “wait with patience.” 
This is to encourage us not to grow weary. 
Let’s not faint when the enemy appears as 
a blocker, because our God is a blesser!  
Rest in the finished work of Jesus. 

Fear not, little flock;  
for it is your Father's good pleasure  

to give you the kingdom. 
Luke 12:32 

 

T 
oo many times I long to arrive at something, only to find out that I al-
ready have it. Apparently I am not alone, as this issue is continuously 
brought before me as a minister. Many requests for prayer are the 
same prayers that have gone on for years. What to do? I’ve noticed the 

Lord’s pattern of leading me to direct myself and others to modify our prayers 
to receive what he has already made available. Otherwise, our attitude of pray-
er is always future. 

Life shouldn’t be wasted spinning our wheels. Not only do we need to get out 
of the mud but also throw down traction for others who seek help. Let’s pray... 
“I praise you Father God and thank you for a spiritual revelation of truth. I now 
CLAIM, what is rightfully 
mine, by the blood of Jesus, in 
his name.”  Now plant your 
flag and stake a claim.   

We see a revelation of the 
very heart of God when He 
put man and woman in the 
Garden of Eden. Everything 
was already provided. It was 
good, very good. We can only 
imagine the extravagant 
beauty. There was no sick-
ness, toil or lack of any kind.   

Then came the big lie that 
God is holding out on us. Lack 
is associated with believing a 
lie. However, Jesus, The 
Truth, restored what was lost. 
We don’t have to wait for him 
to do this. He already did it.  
Of course, we pray. “We have 
not because we ask not,” but 
what are we asking for and 
how are we asking? 

2 Corinthians 2:14 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to tri-
umph in Christ… 

Colossians 1:13  
Who hath [already] delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath trans-
lated us into the kingdom of his dear Son. 

1 Corinthians 2:12 
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is 
of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 

I can’t find Jesus telling anyone to come back tomorrow to be fed or to wait for 
their healing. He didn’t leave them possessed. Sometimes waiting can cost a 
life. My freedom from a dangerous abuser was delayed until I changed my 
prayer based on truth.   

Yes, we must wait for some things like the rapture, our new bodies and that ev-
erlasting city. In the meantime, why settle for unnecessary delays? Waiting 
doesn’t necessarily mean not doing anything. Our posture is of worship,  praise 
and thanksgiving… not forgetting all his benefits, praying the promises and de-
claring.   

Dorothy and Steve Kozar serve on our Pastoral Care Team from their North Carolina home. A mother of four, Dorothy is also the 
author of a rise-from-the-ashes book, Eve Got a Bad Rap (available through Amazon). She retired in June 2021 after a thirty-year 

career as a surgical nurse practitioner (NP). 

Why Wait?  By Dorothy Kozar 

According as his divine power hath [already] given unto us all things that pertain unto life  

and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath [already] called us to glory and virtue.” 2 Peter 1:3  
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Day in the Word 
Rochester, NY 

 

Sunday Worship Service 
Baldwinsville, NY 

 

Tonia Shroyer, Guest Speaker/May 2021 
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If I’m being real, in this season of life, it’s been harder for me to focus on 
being thankful. I’ve felt like I was in the ring with the devil and was taking 
hit after hit. I was focused on me and only what I wanted. “God, why did 
this all happen?” How do I juggle all the commitments I’ve made and honor 
my word?! How do I balance spending quality time with Courtney, work, 
school, young adult fellowship and having fun in life?  

Just when I felt that my life was starting to get good and have balance... 
then there was a box of wrenches thrown into my gears.  

I realized I was being short-sighted and was under the illusion that I was 
the one that had to take this on myself. I was not allowing God access, and I 
felt like I was being a failure to everyone. It was very isolating, and I felt 
the sting of shame. My wife was working just as hard if not harder than me, 
and she was also handling the young adult fellowship. 

I was on the struggle bus with a flat tire, but God is so good. I cried out to 
him and said, “God, you put this on my heart. How can I do all this? Make 
this make sense. Give me patience and the strength to do your will, because 
right now your plan for me is as clear as mud.” (See James 1: 2-6, The Am-
plified Bible, 2015) 

I pressed into the storm knowing and including Father in every aspect 
of my daily routine. God is faithful and showed me how to balance all that 
was on my plate. God showed me His view of my mountain of problems 
was not as big as it seemed here on earth when I chose to see it from His 
perspective by dwelling in him. It calmed the storm that had risen inside of 
me and put me at peace again.  

God knew what he was doing. I just needed to stop trying to fit a God who 
is without measure into my three-pound brain. (See Psalms 59:16-17, The 
Amplified Bible, 2015) 

We are not alone. We mean so much to God and His kingdom. Let’s take 
every opportunity to prove God and show people His love, and we’ll find 
that we have so much more to give. He will continually add to our lives 
when we choose to dwell in Him. To God be the glory! We will praise Him 
in the sunshine and praise Him through the storm. His love is steadfast and 
unwavering. It endures forever! Go and conquer with the Father! 

I 
 now have a different view of what it 
means to be a Christian. Recently, I hit 
the pause button and evaluated the 

worth of my life. I reflected on all God and his 
son Jesus have brought me through and 
asked, “Why me?” 

I stand in awe that I am still alive. My latest 
trial was a second car crash that should have 
taken my life. I walked away from the acci-
dent and did not 
have a scratch on 
me, but the car 
was totaled. This 
is the eighth time 
that God has in-
tervened in my 
life when I was 
facing sure death. 
The incident made 
me think about 
the meaning of 
our lives. It made 
me deeply won-
der whether or 
not my life has 
made enough of a 
difference. 

Do I take the time 
to really show 
people that I love 
them? Do I take 
the opportunity to 
give more? Am I 
doing the will of my Fa-
ther? Am I about His 
business or wasting the 
gifts He gave me on my 
own ambition? These 
were some of the questions I’ve had. I’m 
humbled that I still have work to do. It has 
made me so overwhelmingly thankful that 
God has not just given me life but has pro-
tected me from the enemy time and time 
again.   

“Everyone has a plan until they get punched 
in the mouth.”- Mike Tyson 

Everyone is going through a battle, waging 
war against a storm that may seem uncon-
querable. The battles are different for each of 
us, but God is a sure thing, and Jesus has al-
ready been where we are right now. He has 
gone before us and blazed a trail so that we 
can have the opportunity to press into the 
eternal and resist the ways of the flesh. God 
will turn our mess into a message, Our trial 
into triumph, our battle into belief. The ques-
tion is, will we let him? (See 1 Thessalonians 
5:16-19, The Amplified Bible, 2015) 

 
 

Joe is a wild-hearted warrior of Christ who lives 
in Troy, Ohio with his amazing wife, Courtney. 

Praise 
Him  
in the  
Storm 

By Joe Salvo 
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P aul’s prayer for the church today is in Ephesians 1:17-19a 
(The Amplified Bible, 2015), 
“[I always pray] that the God 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may grant you a spirit of wis-
dom and of revelation [that gives you a 
deep and personal and intimate 
insight] into the true knowledge of 
Him [for we know the Father 
through the Son]. 18 And [I pray] 
that the eyes of your heart [the 
very center and core of your be-
ing] may be enlightened [flooded 
with light by the Holy Spirit], so 
that you will know and cherish the 
hope [the divine guarantee, the 
confident expectation] to which 
He has called you, the riches of His 
glorious inheritance in the saints 
[God’s people], 19 and [so that you 
will begin to know] what the im-
measurable and unlimited and 

surpassing greatness of His 
[active, spiritual] power is 
in us who believe…” 

We are supposed to see 
things with our hearts that 
we can’t see with our eyes 
– to grasp things and say, 
“I’ve got this, this is mine!” 

I believe one of the ways 
the Holy Spirit helps us 
accomplish this is through 
our sanctified imagination. Our imagi-
nation enables us to picture God’s will 
for our lives coming to pass and to see 
ourselves as God sees us. Remember 
Proverbs 23:7a, “For as he thinketh in 
his heart, so is he...” 

Let’s take one scripture and see how 
the Holy Spirit will help paint a picture 
on the canvas of our minds to make it 
a reality in our lives. 

John1:18 
No man hath seen God at any time; 
the only begotten Son, which is  
in the bosom of the Father, he 
hath declared Him.  

What picture is evoked when we read 

unto me, O God! How great is the sum 
of them! If I should count them, they 
are more in number than the sand: 
when I awake, I am still with thee.” 
You are always on His mind! 

And of course in 2 Samuel 12:13, Na-
than the prophet paints a vivid picture 
for David confronting his sin concern-
ing Bathsheba.  

And the Lord sent Nathan unto Da-
vid. And he came unto him, and said 
unto him, There were two men in 
one city; the one rich and the other 
poor. The poor man had nothing, 
save one little ewe lamb, which he 
had bought and nourished up: and it 
grew up together with him, and with 
his children; it did eat of his own 
meat, and drank of his own cup, and 

lay in his bos-
om, and was 
unto him as a 
daughter.                                                                              

The bosom of 
the Father 
denotes a po-
sition of favor, 
closeness and 
love just as a 
father would 
embrace a son 
who he loves 
and is proud 
of. “This is my 
beloved son in 

whom I am well pleased” comes to 
mind. This is the position Jesus holds 
with His heavenly father.   

We, too, are sons of God and Colos-
sians 3:3 says that our life is hid with 
Christ in God. So where are we today? 
Yes, in the bosom of the Father! What 
a wonderful revelation!  

I have a vivid childhood memory of my 
father picking me up in his arms and 
holding me up to peer into the wonder 
of a nest of a mother robin with her 
babies that was nestled in a porch 
beam overhead. How safe and secure I 
felt in His arms and so we are nestled 
in the bosom of our Father, safe and 
secure from all alarms. Can you pic-
ture yourself there?  

Have a great day allowing the Father 
and Jesus to lift you up and show you 
great and wonderful things using your 
godly imagination! 

the phrase, “in the bosom of the Fa-
ther”? From the scripture and from the 
world around us, let’s begin to develop 
an impression of what God is com-
municating to us here in the relation-
ship that He had (and has) with His 
Son. 

The first 
usage of the 
word 
“bosom” is 
in Genesis 
16:5, speak-
ing of the 
very close 
and intimate 
relationship 
between 
Abram and 
Sarai’s 

handmaid. “I 
have given 
my maid into 
thy bosom; 
and when 
she saw that 

she had conceived…” 

In Numbers 11, Moses is crying out to 
God in asking for help to govern God’s 
people. Look at verse 12, ”Have I con-
ceived all these people? Have I begot-
ten them, that thou shouldest say unto 
me, carry them in thy bosom…?”  

The definition of the word for 
“bosom” (cheq) is, “of a garment, of a 
person, or inward part of anything; the 
embracing of the arms to the breast is 
implied.” (Are you getting a picture of 
being hugged by the Father?)  

It is also used for the inward recesses 
of the mind. Psalms 139:17-18 shows, 
“How precious also are thy thoughts 

Patti and her husband Ivan have been functioning pastors for over forty years. Serving on CFF’s Pastoral Care Team, they have three 
grown children and live in Piqua, Ohio. She enjoys re-fire-ment, morning praise and worship and dilly-dallying with friends. 

Picture This! 
By Patti Miller / Piqua, Ohio 
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Angels & Miracle 

Healings  
presents a foundation of the Scriptures 

about angels and miracle healings. It also 
gives firsthand testimonies of supernatural 

events from witnesses who have had 
encounters with angels and those who have 

experienced miraculous healings. 

These are witnesses of all ages and 
backgrounds who have personally 

experienced the power of God. In their own 
words, they describe the supernatural 

events that they have seen and heard. The 
Magels also include many testimonies of 

events they have personally been involved in 
as ministers. Our hope is that Angels & 
Miracle Healings w ill inspir e y ou 

and bring you to an even greater realization 
of the presence of God‘s ministering angels 

and of his great power in signs, miracles and 
wonders today. 

Michael and Judith Magel, 
the couple that gave us the book, 
God Shots, are introducing this  
exciting book that shows the  
significance of angels in our lives 
and that miracle healings are not 
uncommon! The “Merry Magels“ 
have ministered healing through-
out the United States and many 
other countries around the world. 
They are both ordained clergy, and 
Michael is one of the original 
founders of Christian Family Fel-
lowship Ministry (www.cffm.org), 
in Tipp City, Ohio. Their desire in 
writing this book is that you may 
realize the mighty presence of 
God‘s angels 
and the power-
ful working of 
the Holy Spirit 
in the lives of  
people from all 
walks of life – 
just like you. 

A NEW BOOK from  

Pastors MIKE & JUDI MAGEL 

Purchase through Amazon 
(includes Kindle format)  

Baby Dedication of Cade Thomas Dill 
6/20/21 · Tipp City, Ohio · Parents: Craig & Mallorie 

Dill 

DAY IN  
THE WORD 
Members in 
Particular 

 
Kevin & Sara 

Guigou 
Guest Speakers  

 

Hosts:  
Don & Charlotte 

Wulber  
Piqua, OH 
May 2021 
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From  
Generation  

to Generation... 
Don’t let anyone look down on 

you because you are young,  
but set an example for  
the believers in speech,  

in conduct, in love,  
in faith and in purity. 
1 Timothy 4:12 (NIV) 


