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LIVETOLOVE 
LOVETOLIVE 

T 
he Bible’s whole plotline 
of redemption is a love 
story—a loving Father 
desiring a family where 

every party can purely love and 
be loved. We were made by his 
love for his love. We worship God 
(the ultimate expression of love) 
to become like Jesus (the perfect 
model of love) and to fully experi-
ence his love among God’s people 
forever. Your life is a love story.  

I love God, my wife, architecture, 
and pistachio ice cream… but 
with different kinds of affection, 
desire, and attraction. In one ex-
pression of love, I might like 
something with a casual 
fondness; while at the other 
end, my love might express a 
passionate devotion.  

In the Bible, agape love is deep, 
selfless, sacrificial, and reveren-
tial. Forms of this word occur 320 
times in the New Testament. 

Agape love prizes the object that 
it’s focused on. It is seen in what it 
does; not necessarily in how it 
feels. It is a deliberate choice, not 
merely a senses’ emotion. Yet, 
meaningful feelings usually do 
result from actions of agape. 

The two great summary com-
mandments of Jesus are both 
agape love imperatives: love God 
with all that we are and love oth-
ers like we love ourselves. Jesus 
also hinted at an even higher call-
ing, “Love folks like I love 
you” (John 13:34). The Christian 
life calls us to treat people the 
way God treats us. And our love 
can only happen “because he first 
loved us” (1 John 4:19). We can 
overcome any challenge if our 
priority focus is on how much 
God loves us. 

Jesus spoke of how easy it is to 

Treating People the Way God Treats Us 

“… I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it.”    1 Peter 5:12 (NIV) 

love those who love us. But God loved 
us when we were weak, ungodly, sin-
ners, and enemies (Romans 5:6-10). 
Jesus said, “Love your enemies!” And 
with final breaths, “Father, forgive 
them, because they don’t know what 
they’re doing.”  Like grace, God’s love 
often goes way beyond what’s rea-
sonable and convenient. It gives its 
life for its friends. It asks us to love 
when there’s nothing in it for us and 
when the receiver won’t be returning 
the favor. We love the unlovable; and 
sometimes we are the unlovable.  

Paul described agape love as the 
more excellent way and the unifying 
bond of perfection—knowing a love 
that is beyond knowledge. And the 
Apostle John defined agape love as 
obeying God’s commands and that we 

should “know and believe” God’s love 
for us. It’s vast, but it isn’t too big for 
us to know and experience. 

When you ask the average person 
about the meaning of Jesus’ life, they 
commonly mention his love. But what 
they often have in mind is a perpetu-
al, agreeable pleasantness. The love 
of God isn’t always nice. Jesus al-
ways walked in love but wasn’t al-
ways cordial. Many atheists are 
friendly, but the Lord loved big 
enough to rock the boat. Jesus’ spirit-
directed love showed him when to 
wash feet and when to flip tables; 
when to speak of paradise and when 
to warn of Gehenna; when to call peo-
ple “beloved of God” and when to la-
bel them as a viper or a tomb of  
rotten death. The tough love of Jesus   
            (continued on page 2)   
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Page 3 is an fun example of one approach  
to study any section of scripture... 

The first step in reading  
and studying the Bible is  

prayer… asking God for the 
Spirit that inspired the text  
to also guide us through it. 

We often speak of the love of God, but we should also deeply consider the 
love of Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:14 is blunt in saying that the love [agapē] of 
Christ compels us. “The Messiah’s love has hold of us” (CJB). That word for 
“compels” is a forceful term meaning a type of “pressing” that drives us, urges 
us on, constrains us, and holds us together. When we truly discover the love 
of Christ, it begins to rule our lives from the inside. That’s why many transla-
tions use the intense wording, “the love of Christ controls us.” We love from 
our free will, but the Master’s overwhelming love leaves us no true choice but 
to love him and others. 

Romans 12:9-10 (NKJV) 
Let love [agapē] be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. 
Cling to what is good. 10 Be kindly affectionate 
[philostorgos] to one another with brotherly love 
[philadelphia], in honor giving preference to one another. 

These two verses show us four expressions of love. The 
words here insist that our agape  love not be overly criti-
cal. Paul commands us to violently hate evil and to glue 

ourselves to the good. In a single word, philostorgos richly combines philos 
(friend) and storgos (the cherishing fondness between family members). It 
vividly emphasizes the tender affection that we should experience as we ea-
gerly honor each other in God’s family.  

God’s love isn’t nebulous, intangible or mushy. It’s the life of Jesus spilling out. 
His love is not mere theory. Love feeds. Love sweats. Love visits and listens. 
Love forgives and builds. Love is willing to step back or to step forward. Love 
can happen when loud people choose silence or when quiet people get loud. 
Love is willing to either follow or lead. Love is usually more dirty than sani-
tized. Messy in its perfection. Love isn’t usually a straight line to a solution 
but is willing to patiently navigate conflicting details toward the greater com-
mon good. Love is often measured in time invested and in little pieces of life 
sacrificed. The life of love is happy to do amazing anonymous acts. There’s 
nothing more muscular and nothing more gentle than the love of God. 

The love of God doesn’t announce how spiritual it is or how much it knows. 
Folks meet God in our love. They are introduced to the living Jesus when we 
shock them with undeserved mercy. They get a whiff of kingdom affection in 
our selfless service. The power of the spirit overflows most freely from an 
“others-focused” agapē lifestyle.  

Any believer can love. Anytime. Anywhere. No matter the outcome, the love of 
God never falls or fails; it always wins. Just 
think, speak and act like our loving Jesus. 
Every time we do, we’re engulfed in God’s 
presence as we heal our world.    

Kevin Guigou 

CFFM Associate Pastor 
Tipp City, Ohio 

(continued from page 1) 

told friend Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!” Some-
times pure love can be seen in righteous anger 
(Mark 3:5) or in corrective discipline as be-
tween parents and children (Hebrews 12:5-11). 
God’s Spirit will give us his wisdom so we can 
rightly apply his love in our lives. 

Philos is the New Testament word for “friend.” 
From that root, we get many important biblical 
words that usually reflect a warm, friend-
ly affection or fondness. Its verb phileo  is 
used 25 times and can sometimes mean 
“to like.” For example, philadelphia is the 
love between siblings. Phile ma means “a 
kiss.” 

Phileo  love can also refer to godly love. 
We know that God loves us (agape ), but 
he also likes us (phileo )! Jesus is our friend. 
(philos, John 15:13-15). Biblically, they are fond 
of us! Darby and Nyland translations lean into 
that idea... 

John 16:27 (Darby) 
for the Father himself has affection [phileo ] 
for you, because ye have had affection 
[phileo ] for me, and have believed that I came 
out from God. 

:27 (Nyland), “In fact, the Father himself likes 
[phileo ] you, because you have liked [phileo ] 
me...” 

John 5:20 reminds us that the Father has a 
warm, friendly affection (phileo ) toward his 
Son, Jesus. Surely we should, too. Paul himself 
used strong language to emphasize our feelings 
of affection for the ascended Lord. 

1 Corinthians 16:22 (Concordant Literal) 
If anyone is not fond of [phileo ] the Lord Jesus 
Christ, let him be anathema! Maranatha!  

Matthew 10:37 (NIV) 
Anyone who loves [phileo ] their father or 
mother more than me [Jesus] is not worthy of 
me; anyone who loves [phileo ] their son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 

Ephesians 6:24 (NRSVUE) 
Grace be with all who have an undying love 
[agape ] for our Lord Jesus Christ. 

God’s Spirit will give 
us his wisdom so we 
can rightly apply his 

love in our lives. 
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C A L E N D A R  

 

www.cffm.org 
 

We encourage all of God’s 
people to get together freely and 
often in order to minister God’s 
love and truth to each other, to 

cultivate spiritual maturity, and to 
develop a meaningful  

faith-community 

 

THANK YOU!  
… for your prayers, 

encouragement, input and 
financial support that make all 
our ministry services possible, 
cultivating a healthy spiritual 

family 
 

Join our live or archived  
10:30 AM Sunday Morning 

Fellowships by  
Live Streaming at  

cffm.org/live-streaming 
 

Also enjoy past teachings on our 
website, podcast or YouTube 

channel 

As 
Announced  

TEEN FELLOWSHIP (12-18 yrs. old) 
Hosts: Casey & Katrina MacPherson 

If interested, contact Casey at youth@cffm.org 

CFFM 
Tipp City, OH 

As 
Announced 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Hosts: Jeff Shroyer & Mark Harbert 

CFFM 
Tipp City, OH 

3/3-5 

IN TUNE with the SPIRIT Conference 

Capturing the Heart of  
Worship & Praise through Music 

More info at cffm.org/events  

CFFM 
Tipp City, OH 

4/9 
RESURRECTION SUNDAY SERVICE 

& Communion / Sid Helmus, Speaker 
CFFM 

Tipp City, OH 

Begins 
5/1  

THE MESSAGE: A DAILY DOSE OF GOD’S WORD 
Daily Email Subscription / Editor: Wayne Clapp 

Worldwide 

5/26-29 

JOYFEST! / Connect-Refresh-Ignite 
Memorial Weekend Fellowship at Camp Allen 

Hosted by Robert & Sheila Hitchcock 
CFFM Staff Attendees: Kevin & Sara Guigou 

Navasota, 
Texas 

6/29-7/2 
MONTANA CHRISTIAN FESTIVAL 
Walking in God’s Creation—A Walk of Love 

CFFM Staff Attendee: Kevin Guigou 

Lubrecht Forest, 
Greenough, 

Montana 

7/25-30 
YES CAMP 2023 

Youth Excelling Spiritually! 
CFFM 

Tipp City, OH 

Memories from… 
Christmastime Celebrations 
CFFM/Tipp City, OH/DECEMBER 2022 
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S plat! I accidentally hit my morning coffee mug, and the con-
tents went cascading down the wall and splashed onto my 
rocker as well. I grabbed some paper towels and cleaned 

up the mess…or so I thought. Days later, I was retrieving an item 
from a bottom shelf and happened to glance over by my rocker. 
There on the wall were ugly brown spots – it took me a minute to 
realize they were left over from the coffee splatter! The residue that 
I thought I had finished cleaning. 

The Lord reminded me that my words 
can be like that – leaving unintentional 
damage even after I think 
I’ve remedied the situa-
tion. Proverbs 18:21 re-
minds us of the power of 
what we say: 

“Death and life are in the 
power of the tongue, and 
those who love it will eat 
its fruit.” Proverbs 18:21 
NKJV  

I want my words to bring 
LIFE, not leave residual 
damage. This is especially 
true concerning our 
loved ones. The more 
comfortable we are with 
someone, the easier it 
can be to speak without 
thinking.  

My family and close 
friends often see the 
worst side of me; I know 
they love me anyway, but 
I don’t want to leave ‘coffee 
stains’ on their hearts. Yes, I 
want to be truthful, but like 
in Ephesians 4, speak that 
truth in love. 

“That we henceforth be no 
longer children, tossed to 
and fro, and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine…
but, speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ.” Ephesians 4:14-15 KJV 

Snarky comments, quick barbs, or unexpected outbursts sometimes 
make imprints that remain long after I have apologized – and that’s 
if I know I have spoken out of turn! Other times, a negative com-
ment I had made stuck with a friend months or years afterwards, 
and I didn’t even recall saying it. The words had just gone from my 
head to my mouth without a filter. My lack of awareness left a far 
more negative impact than I knew or wanted. 

But this exhortation to you and me is not all gloom 
and coffee doom. Remember, death AND life are in 
the power of the tongue – we can leave a mark that 
doesn’t stain, but rather paints a beautiful picture 
on the wall of our loved ones’ hearts (thanks to Dr. 
Tom Elliff for that analogy).  

Think back – what is a compliment you received 
that stuck with you? I have had 
both people that are close to 
me and people that I only knew 
through a divine encounter 
speak life and blessing into me. 
Those comments have re-
mained in my soul and spirit, 
encouraging me long after the 
person is gone. I even keep a 
notebook to record some of the 
most heartwarming phrases 
and recall them when I need a 
boost. 

In James 3, God through James 
warns how powerful the 
tongue is, likening it to both a 
ship’s rudder and a forest fire – 
both of which can have a wide-
ranging impact. But James also 
notes how that power can be 
used for good or evil.   

“With [our tongue] we bless 
our God and Father, and with it 
we curse men, who have been 

made in the similitude of God. Out 
of the same mouth proceed blessing 
and cursing. My brethren, these 

things ought not to be so.” James 3: 9-10 NKJV 

I want my mouth to be one that brings blessing, not 
cursing. I want to both praise God and bless His 
people. I want to be as it says in Isaiah, a “Repairer 
of the Breach” and a “Restorer of Paths.” 

“If you take away the yoke from your midst, the 
pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness, if 
you extend your soul to the hungry and satisfy the 
afflicted soul, then your light shall dawn in the 
darkness, and your darkness shall be as the noon-
day…you shall be like a watered garden, and like a 
spring of water, whose waters do not fail…you shall 
raise up the foundations of many generations, and 
you shall be called the Repairer of the Breach, 
The Restorer of [Paths] to Dwell In.” Isaiah 58:10-
12 NKJV 

May we all repair and restore those around us. May 
we all infuse the love of Jesus into every situation 
we’re in with our speech. 

Joyell Nevins blogs for Christian Family Fellowship Ministry and serves on the Pastoral Care Network, along with tutoring sec-
ondary school students and leading home Bible studies. She lives in California with her family and 7-year-old niece, Stella. Her 

claim to fame is attending or working at 22 of the 25 YES! Camps CFF has hosted! 

 

Joyell  
Nevins 
Escondido,  
California 

Leaving  
Imprints  

Of Love 
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                         Memories from... 

Kingdom Relationships  
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Conference 
CFFM Tipp City, OH ~ NOVEMBER 2022 

For Marrieds & Singles 

10th Year  
Recognition of our 

Tonia 
Shroyer 

as CFFM President  
& Senior Pastor 
Tipp City, OH 

November 2022 
 

Thank you for your  
decade of service! 
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YOUTH EXCELLING SPIRITUALLY 

YES! CAMP 2023 
“YES” stands for Youth Excelling Spiritually. Young followers of Jesus want 
to excel in their spiritual walk of love and power. They want to say “YES!” 

to God’s invitation for youth to live for him. 

TUESDAY, JULY 25—SUNDAY, July 30, 2023 
WHO:         12 thru 25 years old 

WHERE:     Christian Family Fellowship 
                 1575 W. State Route 571, Tipp City, Ohio 45371 

COST:         $295 per attendee 

 A “what to bring” list & other information will be sent to you 

 Camp Arrival: Tuesday, July 25, 3:00—6:00 PM; dinner provided for campers 

 Camp Ends: Sunday, July 30 after Sunday Morning Fellowship 

 Airport pick-up available at Dayton International Airport only 

 For more information contact: Sarah Mullens 937-669-3090/sarah@cffm.org 

 REGISTRATION DEADLINE: June 20, 2023 

AGE AS OF 7/25/23: 
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By Courtney Salvo / Troy, Ohio 

 

A s a believer what should our confession look like?  It is 
saying what the Word says, affirming it, witnessing to 
it, and then testifying of it. 

Since the day I arrived home from the hospital, I have 
confessed that I have “a new heart,” and that’s what I’ve con-
fessed day and night ever since: Psalms 118:17 “I shall not 
die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord." This verse 
has been my staple! 

God promises that our FAITH holds fast to the confession of the 
Word: Psalms 107:20a 
“He sent his word, and 
healed them…” It is ab-
solutely necessary that 
we confess God’s Word 
and not our own words, 
which tend to fall into 
negative speak when we 
don’t see instant gratifica-
tion. Philippians 4:6 “Be 
anxious for nothing; but 
in everything by prayer 
and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your 
requests be made 
known to God.” The 
Word should be our 
steadfast confession. 

Confession is a choice…
we either confess what 
God’s Word says, which 
leads to victory, or we 
confess the things of this 
world, which leads to 
death and destruction. 
We can develop a habit of 
confessing what we have 
by the promises of God 
and not confessing 
how we feel or what 
a situation looks like 
(Galatians 6:9). Verses like these, for example, build our faith: 

 Isaiah 53:5:  “…and with his stripes we are healed." 

 Hebrews 13:5:  "I will never leave you, nor forsake you." 

 Philippians 4:19:  "And my God shall supply all your need 
   according to his riches in glory by Christ  Jesus.” 

We defeat the adversary with our words, and these must be the 
words that live in our hearts each and every day.  By continually 
confessing God’s Word, it builds the road of FAITH that we as 
Christians must have in order to walk with victory in this life. 

Our confessions define us because they dress us, feed us, lead 
us, and give us confidence either to live successfully or live de-

feated. Hebrews 10:23: “Let us hold fast the profes-
sion (confession) of our FAITH without wavering; 
(for he is faithful that promised;) 

 Over the years I have realized what I hold fast to and 
what I don’t. One way to recognize this is to listen to 
what you are saying to others. What fruit has been pro-
duced in your life and in the lives of others around you? 
What are you giving off? Are you seeing results? If you 
are not getting the results you want, take a look at your 
confession. God’s Word works, but you have to do it 

and not just talk about it. We cannot 
make excuses for anything or anyone.  
“God is love and in him is no darkness 
at all;" therefore, if we love him, we are 
walking in the light and are dispelling 
darkness. 

In living everyday life I confess that… 

   My children and grandchildren are 
saved, protected and living in God’s 
grace. 

 My life is an example of my savior  
   Jesus Christ! 

 I’m saved, healed and delivered! 

 I have the finances I need to live life 
   more than abundantly! 

 I am smart and can retain 
   God’s Word! 

 I am boldly declaring God’s 
   Word to others! 

 I love God and he loves me! 

We know what God’s Word says 
about confession, and we know 
what man does with confession. 

How can we help 
one another with 
confessions? It’s 

important that first of all, we 
stay connected in peoples’ lives 

and in fellowship. In Acts, it gives plenty of examples of 
breaking bread together daily and gathering with the 
saints. People were invested in one another's lives. 
What does that look like in today’s world? 

We have technology like no other time, so let's use it. A 
phone call, a text, an email, and meals together are a 
great place to start, and it can grow from there. God 
gave us his Word, his son, and each other to live life. 
Let's learn to live it together to be better than ever and 
reap the rewards of this life and in the life to come. 

Let's CONFESS to be the BEST! 

Jeff Shroyer is the oldest son of John and Mary Lou Shroyer, the founders of Christian Family Fellowship Ministry. He has been  
married to Tonia for 33 years and enjoys spending time with their four children, two grandsons, and watching sports. He recently  

retired from 35 years as the Art Director for a label printing company. 

By Jeff Shroyer / Tipp City, Ohio 

Confess  
to Be  

Our Best! 
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What’s New in Messengers for Christ ? 

A New Look for Messengers for Christ Coming May 1st! 
One aspect of the Messengers for Christ  that we’ve all enjoyed has been encouraging daily emails. As of May 1st, were  
streamlining the whole MFC experience into DAILY EMAILS called The Messenger: A Daily Dose of God’s Word from Wayne 
Clapp and CFFM. It’ll take the place of all other aspects and commitments that have been a part of the 100-Day Adventures. 

Anyone can opt in or out whenever they prefer. Back issues of The Messenger email studies will be available at www.cffm.org. 
May’s emails will begin with a biblical look at the Apostle Paul’s transition from preaching in synagogues to practicing ministry 
out of the school of Tyrannus (Acts 19). The emails will also include word study keys and new things I'm learning, along with 
updated insights on classic teachings I've done. I trust that you’ll sign up to enjoy a daily dose of God's Word from our hearts!  

Any suggestions on specific topics or themes will be gladly re-
ceived. I’d even consider taking questions, even though I may not 
be able to competently handle them all. Inspiring days are 
ahead  for us in the Scriptures and in the Spirit! 

~Wayne Clapp, CFFM Staff Minister, Broken Arrow, Oklahoma 

To begin receiving daily emails on May1st called The  
Messenger: A Daily Dose of God’s Word from Wayne 
Clapp and CFFM, send a request to wgccff2@aol.com 

from the email to which you would like them sent. 

       Messenger T
H

E
 a daily dose of God’s Word from Wayne Clapp & CFFM 

Our Past 12 Messengers for Christ curriculums: 
 

MFC 1:  Our Father’s Business 
MFC 2:  Walking by the Spirit 
MFC 3:  Psalms 119 
MFC 4:  Dreams & Visions 
MFC 5:  Names & Titles of Jesus 
MFC 6:  Esther & the Hand of God 
MFC 7:  Psalms 
MFC 8:  Valiant for the Truth 
MFC 9:  Healing Like Jesus 
MFC 10:  Philippians: Joyfully Serving Together 
MFC 11:  Jude: Contending for the Faith 
MFC Summer Blitz:  
        Ruth~The Romance of Redemption 
 

These are available in electronic PDF  
format upon request from Wayne by email 

at wgccff2@aol.com. 

A Brief History of CFFM’s  
Messengers for Christ 

Wayne Clapp and Bob Darnell began the  
Messengers for Christ  training in October 2010 

with the teaching series, Our Father’s Business. In 
April 2023, Wayne and the group will be  

completing the final series called  
Jude: Contending for the Faith. 

MFC has comprised a total of 38 training  
Adventures. The first six years, it involved 24  

Adventures and starting in 2016, it consolidated to 
two per year (August and January). 2,013  

people have participated, with the largest group 
being 159. The average number involved in each 
series has been slightly over 50. Some folks were 

regulars participating in every adventure! 

For the first few years, we sent out monthly  
follow-ups to everyone for twelve months. All  

Adventures were 100 days except for a Summer 
Blitz on Ruth which was one month long.  

Thank you for your continued prayers,  
encouragement and financial support that  
continue to make available these ministry  

experiences and resources! 
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Jesus to the World! 
 

Since our beginning in 1996, we’ve regularly heard 
from people who want to be actively associated with 

Christian Family Fellowship Ministry  
in our emphasis on… 

JESUS, our focus 
PRAISE, our response 
HEALING, our benefit 

...all to the glory of God our Father! 

Check www.cffm.org to find pastors, contacts and  
homechurches near you. Feel free to contact any of 
them or our staff so that we may support you and 

your local faith community. We want to partner with 
you in personal growth and in cultivating the life of  

the Lord Jesus Christ in our world. 

I pray that your partnership with us  
in the faith may be effective in deepening your  
understanding of every good thing we share  

for the sake of Christ. 
Philemon 1:6 (NIV) 

How to Offer Financial  
Support to CFFM 

 

1) Through our website, www.cffm.org/giving  
(one-time or recurring gift) 

2) By texting a donation amount to  
(937)-502-2999 (one-time credit card input) 

3) By regular mail to CFFM,  
1575 W. State Route 571, Tipp City, OH 45371 
(check/money order) 

4) By CFFM donation envelopes available from our 
main office 

~ THANK YOU!  ~ 
… for your prayers, encouragement, input  

and financial support that make all  
our ministry services possible,  

cultivating a healthy spiritual family. 

The Public Ordination of 
Pat & Laurie Lubomski  

of Ypsilanti, Michigan 
CFFM/Tipp City, OH 
November 13, 2022 

Carl & Linda Youmans  
of St. Marys, Ohio 

were ordained into Christian  
ministry in November 2020. 
The CFFM faith community  

publically recognized that calling  
on September 25, 2022. 

CFFM/Tipp City, OH 

Growing in Christ  
through Meals Together!  
Greater Tulsa Saints, Oklahoma 

December 2022 

Casey MacPherson…  
out of the sound booth  
to share God’s truth! 

Tipp City, Ohio / October 2022 
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HOLIDAY SERVICE & LUNCHEON PARTY 
CFFM / Tipp City, Ohio / December 2022 


